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COVER STORY 


Headgear 


Will hats that meet modern 
safety standards (top row) change 
the look of competition riders? 


Safety development 

The sudden removal of the European safety standard — EN 1384— atthe end of lastyear 
threwthe industry into disarray and confused consumers. But with new hat models now 
being released, could the change mark another major development in the movementto make 
riding safer? Sophia Heath reports 


R iders were left reeling in December 
when it was announced that a number 
of hats would no longer be eligible for 
competition in the near future. 

The change is the result of a decision by the 
European Union (EU) that the EN 1384 
standard was to be withdrawn from the Official 
Journal of the European Union (OJ) — the 
official compendium of EU legislation. 

The complete removal of the standard 
occurred as an agreement could not be 
reached on updating the base European 
standard. 

The decision means that EN 1384 hats can 
no longer be manufactured. However, 
wholesalers and retailers can continue to sell 
them, and they are still safe to ride in. 

The fallout has also caused British governing 
and riding bodies to reconsider their hat rules 
and phase out the standard (see box, right). 

However, the British Equestrian Trade 
Association (BETA) told H&H\here is no need 
for change for riders who wear (BS)EN 1384 
but do not compete. 

“Hats certified to this standard have 


reduced injuries and saved countless lives,” 
said BETA’S Claire Williams. “The protection 
that EN 1384 offers has not changed.” 

The news left many riders confused about 
which hats are safe and which they will be able 
to wear for competitions in future. 

Helen Riley, technical and safety product 
manager for Gatehouse Hats, told H&Hihai 
the “short notice” of the decision was “bound 
to cause confusion”. 

“Riders are assessing if there is any impact 
for the hatsthey currently wear in relation to 
the riding activities which they participate in, 
while retailers are assessing what it means 
for the lines they stock and the type of 
customers they serve,” added Champion’s 
Sarah-Jane Fedarb. 

“We are talking to riders and retailers on a 
daily basis, helping to clarify the situation.” 

Competition riders 

THE new regulations for competition riders 
have been met with widespread anger from the 
equestrian community. 

“This is ridiculous,” said one H&Hveader. 


“Perfectly safe hats have to be replaced in 
12 months due to an agreement not 
being made?” 

“Most people can’t afford a new helmet 
just because the EU decides they should,” 
added another. 

Tensions have run particularly high in 
the showing community, where compulsory 
hat regulations are enforced only by 
certain societies. 

Last year there was widespread criticism 
when Sport Horse Breeding of Great Britain 
SHB(GB) announced all competitors must 
wear safety headgear. 

The implementation of the rule led to the 
British Sports Horse Association (BSHA) 
taking over the Horse of the Year Show 
qualifiers, which it is continuing to run in 2015 
(news, 5 February). ^ 

Upon the introduction of the rule many ^ 

riders made the switch to the Charles Owen g 
“Fiona” hat, which was designed specifically | 

with show riders in mind. ^ 

However, the Fiona is the only hat in | 

the Charles Owen range that does not hit 
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Oi^nisation guideliiies 

British Eventing— will permit (BS)EN 1384 hats in 2015 but not thereafter. All hats will be retagged in 
2016, at which stage no hats made solely to (BS)EN 1384 will be tagged or permitted for use. 

Riding Ciubs — will permit (BS)EN 1384 hats in 2015 but not thereafter. All hats will be retagged in 2016, 
at which stage no hats made solely to (BS)EN 1384 will be tagged or permitted for use. 

The Pony Ciub — will permit (BS)EN 1384 hats in 2015 but not thereafter. Eull details of the revised hat 
tagging procedure will be communicated to the membership and volunteers shortly. 

British Dressage— will permit (BS)EN 1384 hats in 2015 but not thereafter. 

British Showjumping— will permit (BS)EN 1384 hats in 2015 but not thereafter. 

British Horse Society — will permit (BS)EN 1384 hats in 2015 but not thereafter. Erom IJanuary 2016 
hats made solely to (BS)EN 1384 will not be permitted for use in BHS Approved Centres. 


the PAS015 qualification and is now no 
longer being made. 

The SH B(G B) gu idel ines state that: 
“Anyone on a horse at an affiliated show 
must wear a dark coloured riding hat 
according to the current approved BSI or 
European Standard at all times.” 

Therefore, although the society has not 
changed its rules, with the removal of the 
EN 1384 standard the Fiona is no longer 
acceptable accordingto SHB(GB)’s rules. 

“So, having invested in a new hat just a few 
months ago — the Fiona — I won’t be able to 
compete,” complained one rider. 

Lookingforward 

DESPITE complaints, the removal of the 
standard has led to new hats entering 
the market. 

Several new designs were unveiled at last 
month’s BETA International (22-24 February). 

Patey, one of Britain’s most traditional hat 
makers, launched a new safety standard hat. 

The Patey PRO has a carbon fibre 
reinforced shell and meets the Snell E2001 
standard. 

“It was the much-debated changes in the 
safety regulations for riders in the UK that 
prompted Patey to design the new riding 
cap,” a spokesman from the company 
confirmed. 

>► Fora complete breakdown on what you 
need to know about the new standards visit: 
www.horseandhound.co.uk/hat-rules 


REDESIGNING 
THE POLO HAT 



POLO player Robin Spicer, who is studying 
design at Loughborough University, is in the process 
of designing a helmet that meets safety standards and • 

looks stylish. As part of his research, Robin recently took apart 
a traditional slimline helmet to assess the level of protection it 
could provide. ‘The helmets protect against penetration from 
outside because they have a hard shell, but they don’t stop the 
energy being transferred into your brain because there is virtually no 
padding,” he said. Part of Robin’s new design includes an inbuilt “crash 
centre” which can notify first responders if you fall when on your own and, in a 
match situation, can pass on information to the medical team present. 

“I am aiming to get the right mix between a modern 
and traditional style,” he added. 

Robin’s project will be finished in May, when further 
results will be available. 


Pressure on polo 

THE polo community is still under pressure to 
catch up with other equestrian bodies and 
introduce a minimum standard for headgear. 

It is now more than a year since polo legend 
Carlos Gracida died from head injuries sustained 
in a freak accident (news, 6 March 2014). The 
sport was rocked again later in 2014 when Juracy 
Santos was left in a coma following a fall at the 
Guards Polo Club. As a result of the accident the 
club announced it was to introduce a rule on polo 
hats for the 2015 season. 

However, currently neither the Federation of 
International Polo (FIP) nor the sport’s national 
governing body, the Hurlingham Polo Association 
(HPA), has a minimum safety standard for 
helmets. The HPA has told H&Hihai its “intention 
is to introduce a minimum standard”, but that it is 
waiting until the issues around the withdrawal of 
EN 1384 have been “resolved”. 

A recent survey carried out at the University of 
Liverpool found that nearly half of all polo players 
value looks above safety when choosing a new 
helmet.The study, which was published in 
L Sports Medicine Open earlier this year (20 
^ January), concluded that “players 

L reported that safety certification was not 
the most important criterion for helmet 
selection”. 

Roy Burek of Charles Owen — the 
only company that produces a polo 
^ hat to PAS015 standard in the 
UK-toldH<SHhewasnot 
^ surprised by the 
results, given the 


resistance shown to 
implementing a 
safety rule. 

“Why would 

^ somebody fight against 
safety advances if they 
weren’t more concerned with 
what they look like?” he argued. 


Dressage 

Jo Hamilton on 
roadtorecoveiy 

DRESSAGE rider Jo Hamilton has been 
discharged from hospital and is recovering 
at home, after sustaining a serious head 
injury in a riding accident in December. 

Jo was riding at heryard near Edinburgh 
on 21 December when she fell from her 
horse Corchapin. She was on her own, so 
no one is clear exactly what happened, but 
she was found shortly afterwards 
unconscious in the school. She had been 
wearing a crash hat. 

Her mother Flora told H&Hihai Jo is 
making “good progress, albeit slower than 
she would like”. 

She added that her mobility was 
improving but that it was a “huge road to 
recovery” and a few months before she’d 
be back on a horse. 

“Jo has been really encouraged by the 
many cards and messages of support she 
has received,” Flora added. 

One of Jo’s horses won at the winter 
regional championships at Patchetts EC. 

> See full report p38 

Veterinary 

Vets vote to adopt 
‘Doctor’title 

VETERINARY surgeons in the UK will now 
be able to call themselves “ Doctor” after a 
decision by the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons (RCVS) last week (5 March). 

The issue had been raised in a bid to align 
the UK with international practice, under 
which most surgeons use the title. 

A consultation found that more than 
80% of 11,202 respondents were in favour 
of the change. 

Vets can choose whether to adopt the 
title, and guidance has been published by 
the RCVS to support the change. 

> For further information visit: 
www.rcvs.org.uk 

Dressage 

Carl Hester claims 
grand prix in Doha 

CARL HESTER flew the British flag in Doha, 
Qatar, riding Nip Tuck to victory in the 
CDI5* grand prix (6 March) at the 
spectacular Al Shaqab venue. 

The 11-year-old Don RutoxAnimo 
gelding scored 72.6%, closely chased by 
Sweden’s Patrik Kittel (Watermill Scandic). 

“It all went to plan,” said Carl. “‘Barney’ is 
a very spooky horse and you could see I was 
tryingtostop him looking at the flowers out 
there. He hasn’t done many shows like this, 
so this is a big feeling for him.” 

The following day, the positions were 
reversed and Carl took second in the kur, 
with 76.72% to Patrik’s 77.27%. 

Carl earned €30,000 (£21,500) over the 
weekend for his efforts. 
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Dressage 

Success in France 

ALICEOPPENHEIMER won both theyoung 
horse prix st georges (PSG) and inter I 
classes aboard the British-bred Tantoni Sir 
Soccrates, in week one of Vidauban’s 
fortnight-long show (4-15 March). 

The duo scored more than 70% in both 
classes, with the eight-year-old Sir Donnerhall 
gelding making his debut at inter I. 

“He’s such a pro,” said 25-year-old Alice. 
“He goes in there and it’s like he’s done it all 
a million and one times before.” 

Alice also scooped second place in the 
grand prix with another plus-70% score, 
riding the homebred Headmore Delegate. 

“Never in my wildest dreams would I 
have thought that we could have such an 
incredible week,” she added. 

Olympics 

Tokyo’s equestrian 
events on the move 

TH E equestrian events at the Tokyo 
Olympics in 2020 are to be held at the 
same site as they were for the 1964 Games. 

Dream Island in Tokyo Bay was the 
planned site for dressage, showjumping 
and eventing in 2020, but the main 
equestrian site will now be Baji Koen, the 
Japan Racing Authority facility. 

The move puts the sport into the centre 
of the Games. The change was approved by 
the International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) on 27 February. 

The cross-country will remain at Sea 
Forest in Tokyo Bay. 

“The FEI has been working very closely 
with the Tokyo 2020 organising 
committee, visiting all venues and carefully 
considering all options, and we are very 
impressed with both the Baji Koen and Sea 
Forest sites,” said the FEI’sTim Hadaway. 

Eventing 

Somerley steps in 

SOMERLEY PARK in Hampshire will host a 
second horse trials this summer to fill the 
void left by the cancellation of Salperton. 

The second event will be held on the 
27-28 June and will run from novice to 
advanced intermediate. 

Somerley organiser Suzie Cotterill said: 
“This is the second time in recent years that 
Somerley has stepped up to the plate to 
provide an alternative event at relatively 
short notice, having replaced Wilton in 
2012 with just two weeks’ notice before.” 



Endurance 

Furtherallegations 
over'bogus’ UAE rides 


THE “bogus” endurance ride 
mystery has taken a sensational 
twist with new allegations that 
results from a number of races 
in the UAE have been “lifted” 
from previous FEI rides, writes 
Pippa Cuckson. 

Last week (news, 5 March), 
HcSHcarried allegations that a 
ride listed for Dubai on 21 
January did not take place. 

Now members of the “clean 
endurance” community have 
scrutinised historic results and 
found that at least eight rides in 
recent UAE seasons have 
identical data to other rides on 
the FEI database. 

When first asked about 21 
January data, the FEI explained 
the ride was properly entered 
in the schedule as a President’s 
Cup qualif ier and that 
paperwork was in order. 

After evidence of duplicate 
data was shown to the FEI , it 
declined to discuss it in detail. 

However, a spokesman said: 
“As we have already announced, 
the FEI executive board made 


finalising its recommendations 
in relation to issues with 
endurance in the UAE a 
top priority. 

“The recommendations will 
be presented to the bureau as 
speedily as possible. The 
decision on potential next 
steps rests with the bureau, 
and we cannot pre-empt that 
decision at this stage.” 

The data for 21 January, a 
120km two-star, is embedded 
in a 230-starter race on 19 
December. The speed and loop 
data of the “top three” are 
identical to the 13th, 14th, and 
16th placed horses from 19 
December, with the remaining 
39 results identical to 
completions further down the 
list. Some horses, including 
Embrujo AG, subject of a 
scandal regarding duct-taping 
blinkers, also ran in a one-star 
qualifier on 23 December. 

All 47 completions of that 
ride have detailed data 
identical to the 10th to 56th 
placed horses at Bou Thib 


on 22 November. 

The chances of even a single 
horse replicating another’s set 
of results are minute. 

Other unusual features of 
the “bogus” races are 
unusually high completion 
rates, absence from the UAE 
federation and Dubai and Abu 
Dhabi Equestrian Club 
websites, lack of photography, 
late addition to the FEI calendar, 
participation of riders solely 
from the UAE and India, and the 
same small pool of officials. 

Roly Owers, chief executive 
of World Horse Welfare, 
underlined the importance of 
authentic qualifying results. 

“Having robust qualification 
standards for any elite sporting 
discipline is a fundamental 
requirement. Any failure in this 
system would place the welfare 
of equine athletes in jeopardy.” 

If the allegations are correct, 
the FEI faces a major challenge 
about how to sanction the UAE 
federation, and the riders, 
owners and officials. 



Gold Cup in 
numbers 


67,500 


A sell-out in 2015, the 
maximum capacity at 
Cheltenham on Cheltenham 
Gold Cup Day (when all 
temporary facilities are open) 
is 67,500. 



Two past winners — Lord Windermere and 
Bobs Worth — are set to line up for the 2015 
race. Seven horses have won the race more 
than once, but only Kauto Star regained the 
crown after losing it (2007 and 2009). Can 
2013 winner Bobs Worth do it this year? 
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Veterinary 

Areyou worming correctly? 


Horses in 
the news 



Owners should be routinely testing for worms and then treating 


“ROUTINEtesting, not routine 
worming” is the message 
industry experts are trying to 
put across after a recent study 
found that 81% of owners are 
not conducting frequent faecal 
egg counts (FECs), writes 
Sophia Heath. 

Nearly 1,000 owners 
were questioned on their 
current worming procedure 
and knowledge by equestrian 
supplier Countrywide. The 
results showed worrying 
trends. 

“The survey has brought out 
the disparities in current 
practice against best practice 
and how this is leading to the 
rise in resistance to wormers,” 
said Countrywide’s Sara 
Blackshaw. 

Only 31% of owners said 
they conduct regular FEC tests 
while nearly 60% of owners 
said that they routinely 
worm — interval dosing at set 
times of the year. 

In 2010 the British 
Veterinary Association (BVA) 
launched a campaign telling 
owners that, in order to slow 
resistance, all worming 
treatments should be based on 
veterinary diagnosis. 

The owner of Westgate 
Laboratories, Gillian Booth, is 
concerned the results show 
that owners have still not 
updated “their worming 
practice to match the increase 
t in resistance and improvement 
I in testing technology”. 

I “Previous worming 


practices have led to the 
resistance problems we now 
have, so it is vital that there is 
change,” she said. 

Countrywide’s Mark 
Hawkins added: “Without 
testing there is no way of 
knowing if a wormer is being 
effective. The implications of 
not worming if it is required, or 
ineffective worming, can be 
severe.” 

Lack of knowledge 

THE research also found that a 
worrying number of owners do 
not know the accurate weight 
of the horse they are worming 
— nearly 40% of people 
questioned were unclear. 

D i rector of B W Eq u i ne Vets, 
Chris Shepherd, said this 
figure was “very concerning” 
as “dosing plays a large role in 
the increase in resistance”. 

“ If you do need to treat, 
accurate dosing is essential. 
Under-dosing promotes 


Worming plan 

For effective worm control 
in an adult horse try to test 
not treat 

> Spring; tapeworm test and 
FEC for redworm and ascarids 

> Summer; FEC for redworm 
and ascarids 

> Autumn; tapeworm test 
and FEC for redworm and 
ascarids 

> Winter; consider worm 
treatment for encysted 
redworm, check with your vet 
(a further FEC test can be 
conducted in winter to 
monitor worm burden 
particularly for youngsters 
who may be more at risk) 

resistance and is similar to 
giving the worms a vaccine 
allowing resistanceto build up 
to that particular wormer,” 

Mr Shepherd added. 

Industry experts want 
owners to take an active role in 
preserving wormers that are 
currently effective. 

European veterinary advisor 
at Norbrook Pharmaceuticals, 
Rebekah Dudek, warned: “If we 
continue to worm simply ‘as 
we always have’, there is a 
chance we will eventually be 
left with no efficacious 
wormers in our arsenal, 
meaning we would have to rely 
on management strategies as 
the only option to control 
worm burdens.” 


Key statistics from new survey 


99®/o of people worm their horse at least once a year 
31®/o of owners conduct regular FEC tests 
67®/o of those questioned believe they are protecting their 
horses from the rise of resistance 
53®/o of respondents are still choosingtheir worming product 
based on active ingredient and time of year 
38®/o of owners do not accurately know the weight of 
their horse 

62% of people questioned still rely on just a routine wormer 
when bringing a new horse into a yard 


WILD DICE BEWES 

The WBS UK champion 
stallion died on 26 February 
following a colic attack. He 
sired horses in many 
disciplines, including the 
prix st georges dressage 
horse Wild Star Bewes and the CICl* eventer 
Wild Rose. He was by Wildcard out of the 
heavily line-bred mare AA Bewes, who was 
by Atlantus and out of an Atlantus mare. 




NACARAT 

The popular grey 
ex-racehorse died last week 
following an accident at 
home. When trained by Tom 
George, Nacarat won the 
Grade One totesport Bowl at 
Aintree, Charlie Hall Chase 
and Racing Post Chase. He retired to owner 
Simon Clarke’s home and he had been 
enjoying a second career hunting. 



NIRVANA 

The dressage gelding 
passed away in his 
field last month. “He 
was a very special 
horse. A massive 
thanks to Diana 
Barley for allowing me 
to ride him and have some amazing 
experiences with him,” said para rider 
Erin Orford. 



AFLAME 

The Arabian racehorse 
has been put down aged 
31. The horse won many 
races, including his last 
at the age of 18, ridden by 
amateur jockey Peter 
Winks. The horse also 
gave Peter’s son Ryan his 
first winner. 



CAVALRYMAN 

Godolph in’s Group 
One winner has died 
after breaking his right 
hindleg during the 
Nad Al Sheba Trophy 
at Meydan. Trained by 
Saeed bin Suroor, last 
season the nine-year- 
old won the Princess of Wales’s at 
Newmarket and the Goodwood Cup. 


A new Cheltenham Gold 
Cup is minted each year 
and there are 10 ounces 
of gold in the trophy — 
making it worth around 
£10,800. 
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News 



Jeremy Kyle fans 

A The daytime chat 
show host and racehorse 
owner has teamed up 
with Racing UKto 
spearhead its marketing 
campaign forthe Cheltenham 
Festival.Jeremy will also appear as a 
pundit on the channel forthe four days 
of the Festival. 


An endangered breed 

A Two Eriskay ponies have been given 
a new home at Fancy’s Farm in 
Portland, Dorset. Quiver and Quintus 
both needed new accommodation 
aftertheirownerfellill. 


Ben Maher 

AThe British riderand the 
chestnut mare Diva 1 1 soared 
to victory in the $372,000 
(£246,208) FEI world cup 
grand prix in Wellington, 
Florida on 7 March. 



Dieters 

A Dragons’ Den’sDeborah Meaden 
has revealed that her secret behind 
keeping fit for her Strictly Come 
Danc/ng appearance two years ago was 
riding. She said her“legs didn’t hurt 
once” because she was riding regularly. 


Good week 



Bad week 


Jason Maguire 

▼ The jockey has 
missed the 
Cheltenham Festival 
forthe second year 
running. In 2014 he 
wasinjured,thisyear 
he has been sidelined 
with a non-trier ban. 


Olympics 

Qatar heading for Rio 


The Qatari team has now qualified for 
the Olympics but European and 
American teams face a tough challenge 
to book their tickets for Rio 



EWS that the Qatari 
showjumpingteam has 
qualified for its first ever 
Olympic Games has brought 
into focus again the tougher 
task facing Britain, Ireland and 
othertop European sides still 
strugglingtogetaticketto Rio 
2016, writes Pippa Cuckson. 

Qatar qualified last month 
(19 February) on the strength 
ofwinning a straightforward 
two-round Nations Cup in Abu 
Dhabi. Trained by Dutch 
supremo JanTops — Olympian 
and founder of the Global 
Champions Tour — the Qataris 
are understood to have an even 
bigger budget for horses than 
Saudi Arabia enjoyed in the 
run-up to London 2012, where 
the country won team bronze. 

Qatar was without doubt the 
strongest of the Middle Eastern 
squads on the day, although 
teams from the rest of the 
world making up the numbers 

— notably Germany and the 
Netherlands — were not 
fieldingelite riders. 

In contrast, Britain will be 
fighting for its Rio place at the 
European championships in 
the huge grass arena of 
Aachen.TeamGB will need to 
be within the top three teams 

— that are not already qualified 

— to head to Rio. 


Britain missed out on 
qualification atthe World 
Equestrian Games last year, by 
failingtofinishinthe top five. 
Qatar beat Britain there by 
three places, in 15th. 

Remaining teams from 
North and South America also 
have to qualify at a continental 
championship — the Pan Am 
Games — although Brazil 
automatically runs at Rio 
as hosts. 

Asked why qualification for 
Middle Eastern teams appears 
easier, the FEI explained that 


there was no suitable 
continental championship 
— the Asian Games are held 
over courses not exceeding 
1.40m. There are similar 
constraints for Central and 
Eastern Europe, Central Asia, 
Africa and the Middle East, and 
South-East Asia and Cceania, 
for which special qualifying 
events are designated. 

“The qualification system is 
reviewed and approved by the 
International Clympic 
Committee before publication,” 
said an FEI spokesman. 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


Horse of the Year Show 

▼ HOYS’ organisers were left red-faced 
after inappropriate content was posted 
on its Eacebook page by hackers. The 
intruders managed to stop HOYS being 
able to access the accou nt for several 
days. 

Michael 
Jackson 

▼ Theeventer’s 
pride was dented 
when befell off on 
theflatforthefirst 
time in a dressage 
lesson. 


Horse owners in Staffordshire 

▼ Policeare warning equestriansto up 
their security after a spate of thefts. 
Police have said there has been an 
“exceptional increase”inthetheft of 
horse equipment in the pastthree 
months. 


Farewell to... 

Michael Dun 

FORMER amateur jockey and 
commentator Michael Dun 
died last month (1 February). 
He was 54 years old. 

Michael rode his first point- 
to-point winner at the age of 
15, and went on to have 52 
pointing winners and 14 wins 
under Rules. 

In recent years Mr Dun had 
turned to commentating and 
called at many fixtures in the 
Northern area. He had been 
commentating atthe West 
Percy point-to-point less than 
24 hours before his death . 

“He was an optimist, an 
inspiration to many and a 
charming entertainer,”a 
spokesman for the family said. 

Mr Dun is survived by his 
wife Jane, children Graham 
and Charlotte, parents Robin 
and Sheila, and brother 
Gordon. 


Richard Hughes calls 
time on career 

CHAMPION Flat jockey 
Richard Hughes (pictured, 
below) will be retiring at the 
end of the Flat season. 

The 42-year-old has been 
champion jockey forthe past 
three seasons and is stable 
jockey for trainer Richard 
Hannon. 

The son of trainer Dessie 
Hughes, who died last year, will 
be following in his father’s 
footsteps as he plans to start a 



training career when he retires 
from the saddle. He has 
recently attended a trainers’ 
course in Newmarket. 

BS assists ex-racer 
career changes 

A new national championship 
class has been introduced for 
registered retrained 
racehorses competing at 
British Showjumping’s (BS) 
club level. 

The top 30 horse and rider 
combinations from the 
Retraining of Racehorses 
(RoR) national club league will 
compete for a prize fund of 
£1,000 at the RoR club 
championships. 

This will take place at the 
BS National Showjumping 
Championships at Stoneleigh 
Park in August (12-16 August). 
> Riders need to register with 
RoR once they have joined at 
www.ror.org.uk 
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Respirator Boost is a powerful r natural 
formuia created to clear and maintain 
the airways daily and support the 
respiratory system during exercise. 

For horses subiected to: 

- Dust spores from bedding 

- Dust spores from roughage 

- Kickback from surfaces 

The soiution is Respirator Boost 


Re^irator 

BOC^ 


For more details please call 
Dur Nutritional Advice Line: 

0800 373 106 or email 
info@naf-uk.cgm 

www.naf-equine.eu/uk 
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News 




THEWEEK 

AHEAD... 


• Gold Cup day 

Watch the best horses and 
jockeys battle it out in the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup 
(13 March ). Can ’t make it? See 
the action on Channel 4 from 12.35pm. 
www.cheltenham.thejockeyclub.co.uk 

• Horses Inside Out Conference 

A workshop focusing on limb dissection will 
take place at Hartpury College, Glos on 14 March. 
www.horsesinsideout.com/dissections 


• Go eventing 

Poplar Park Horse Trials in Suffolk 
takes place from 14-15 March, with 
sections from BE80(T) to advanced- 
intermediate. www.britisheventing.com 


• See equestrian art 

Artwork by Elisabeth Erink will be displayed at 
the Bohun Gallery, Oxon from 14 March until 
11 April. WWW. bohungallery.co. uk 




@TapnerEventing 
I’ve gotta do dreaded 
beep fitness test 
today so highly 
mature breakfast! 

#EliteLevelAthlete 

Paul Tapner 


HORSE^HOUND 


COSTOF YOUR RRST FOAL 

If you’re thinkingabout breeding yourfirstfoal, 
check out this guide to the associated costs, so 
you don’t get an unpleasant surprise 

www.horseandhound.co.uk/breeding-costs 





Views 

Do you ever wonder about your 
horse’s sense of humour? If you've 
been embarrassed by your horse 
(and let's been honest, how many 
of us haven't?) then you need to 
read this... www.horseandhound. 
co.uk/horse-humour 


www.facebook.com/horseandhound 


www.twitter.com/horseandhound 


^ mww.pinterest.com/horseandhound 


Breeding 

Irish plans to secure 
breeding industry 



AlO-year plan is aimed at transforming the Irish sport horse industry 


A 10-year “roadmap” to 
help to secure the future 
of the Irish sport horse 
industry was launched in 
Dublin last week (3 March), 
writes Sophia Heath. 

A wide range of issues, 
including enhancing quality 
through more focused 
breeding, improving marketing 
and sales capacity across the 
industry and increasing 
participation in the sector are 
in the report, entitled 
“Reaching new heights: report 
of Irish sport horse industry 
strategy committee”. There are 
35 key recommendations. 

Simon Coveney, minister for 
agriculture, food and the 
marine, “commended” Horse 
Sport Ireland, Teagasc (the 
Irish agriculture and food 
development authority) and 
the Royal Dublin Society for 
“combining their expertise to 
produce the comprehensive 
report”. 

The breeding industry in 
Ireland hit a crisis point 
during the recession, with 
overbreeding resulting in the 
value of horses plummeting. In 
2009, the number of calls 
reporting abandoned or 
compromised horses 
increased by 150% (news, 

14 January 2010). 


In 2013 Horse Sport Ireland 
reported that the quality of 
foals was improving, and that 
it had seen a significant 
drop in the number of foals 
being registered. 

Mr Coveney said he had 
been “conscious of the 
absence of a coherent 
vision and plan forthe sport 
horse sector”. 

“We have all the natural 
advantages for horse breeding 
and production in this country: 
a natural affinity forthe 
horse, an abundance of 
horsemanship and world-class 
riders,” he added. 

“I believe that the report 
provides the framework to 


harness our resources in order 
to achieve our goals.” 

Horse Sport Ireland 
chairman Pat Wall saidthatthe 
report was an “important 
milestone” for the sector. 

The minister has also given a 
commitment to providing 
funding of up to €2m (£1.4m) 
for a network of breeder 
discussion groups to 
determine best practice. 

“The absence of such a 
local/regional system in the 
equine sector has limited 
the opportunities for many 
breeders to improve their 
knowledge and ski I Is to 
meet market demands,” 

Mr Wall added. 


Racing 

Pendleton setto switch saddles 


EVENTER Chris King and 
British eventing team chef 
d’equipeYogi Breisnerhave 
teamed up with champion 
trainer Paul Nicholls in a 


mission to help cyclist Victoria 
Pendleton ride at the 2016 
Cheltenham Festival. 

The gold medal-winner sat 
on a horse forthe first time two 
weeks ago, and is now aiming 
to obtain an amateur jockeys 
licence. 

Her ambition is to ride in 
the Foxhunter at Cheltenham 
next year. 

“Victoria is a hugely 
talented, ambitious and 
gutsy individual, and these 
traits will stand her in 
the best stead 
possible 

for achieving this 
ambitious goal,” 
said Yogi. 


“Having worked with her for 
a week, the progress she has 
already made in such a small 
amount of time is quite frankly 
remarkable. It’s a real privilege 
to work with Victoria on a 
challenge of this magnitude.” 

The challenge has been 
set up by Betfair, to provide 
an “unexpected and 
entertaining perspective on 
horseracing, while also 
profiling the skills, athleticism 
and courage faced by jockeys 
everyday”. 

“I’m motivated by the scale 
of the challenge and the 
opportunity to combine my 
love of horses with learning a 
new skill,” said Victoria. AM 
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Eventing 


Protest against pins rule 


A controversial change to the 
FEI’s frangible pin rule has 
resulted in a protest by the 
International Event Riders 
Association (ERA Int), writes 
Sophia Heath. 

The FEI’s 2015 eventing rule 
clarifications state that 21 
penalties will be given 
automatically to any competitor 
breaking a frangible obstacle or 
device (pictured, right) unless 
“clear mechanical failure has 
produced an unexpected 
activation of the mechanism” 
(news, 26 February). 

However, ERA Int is “openly 
opposed to the revision”, which it 
claims “effectively removes the 
ground jury of an FEI event from 
the decision-making process”. 

In a letter to all of its members, 
ER A I nt set out eight reasons why 
the organisation is against the 
change. 

“This is a complex issue, and 
while we respect the intention of 
the FEI to have rapid and clear 
decisions made at the event, 
we are highly concerned with 
the implications of this rule 
change,” ERA Int president Bruce 
Haskell said. 

One of the ERAs primary 
concerns is that the rule change 
could make the sport less safe as 



course-designers could be put 
off using pins. 

“Designers have said they 
will now consider using fewer 
devices based on the possible 
effect a breakage has on the 
outcome of a competition,” the 
letter states. 

ERA Int is proposing that 25 
penalties for dangerous riding 
should be integrated into 
decisions about pins, ratherthan 
punishing every pin break. 

As H&H\Neniio press 
(9 March), ERA Int was due to 
attend a meeting with the FEI 
eventing committee to discuss 
the issue on Tuesday 10 March. 


And finally... 

Around the world 

DID you always 
win the “round 
the world” 
competition at 
Pony Club camp? 

Ever wondered 
how you could put 
your spinning 
skills to good use? 

Well, now is your 
chance as HifiKs 
charity of the year 
—the Society for 
the Protection of 
Animals Abroad (SPAN A) — is urging riders to give it a go again. 

The idea is simple.. . Get a friend to video you doing as many 
“round the worlds” as you can in 30 seconds. Post the video on 
social media so that everyone can admire your childhood talent. 
Then, most importantly, text WORLD to 70300 to donate £3 to 
SPAN A and help working equines around the world. 

Hopefully it will be the ne^ viral sensation, and it has to be 
more enjoyable than throwing a bucket of iced water over your 
headlSH 

> H&H strongly recommends that someone holds your horse 
while taking part to avoid any accidents. 
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OriLLCRo Feed from our experience 


THE GOOD 
OLD DAYS 

Sir — I found the article 
“How horse sport has 
evolved” (features, 19 
February) interesting. 

I can remember doing 
British Dressage on grass 
and none of us thought 
anything of it. There was 
the odd exception where a 
venue had surfaces, but it 
was for the higher levels. 
Any schooling I did was 
either in the field or out 
hacking, as I had no arena. 

I agree with David 
Broome — riders have 
become too precious and 
cannot deal with balancing 
a horse on a slope or take 
into account the wet or 
dry conditions. 

Riders rely too much on 
technology, rather than 
the instinctive feel and 
j udgement of ou r great 
riders in the past. 

The art of the tuck and 
roll has certainly gone. 

I can vouch for that, as 
I spend much of my 
working week teaching 
students encased in body 
protectors which, if they 
fall, prevent them rolling or 
moving out of the way. 
Instead they lie like turtles 
with legs and arms waving 
in the air. 

Clarissa Dawson 
Shipston-on-Stour, Warks 

THAT LITTLE GIRL 

Sir — Not long after we 
moved to our present 
house, we used to see a 
small girl and her pony, 
both immaculately turned 
out. My husband who is 
not horse-minded at all, 
always enthused about 
the “little girl and her 
pony” who was led by her 
dad. We used to see her 
later at riding club events, 
going over her dressage 
tests before entering 
the arena. 

Sarah Millis (feature, 

19 February) has come 
a long way from the riding 
club field and riding round 
local lanes. 

L Harris 

Fulking, W Sussex 


Letter of the week 

ENCOURAGING NEW JUDGES 


Sir — In response to your article “Who would be a judge?” (features, 26 Februaiy), 

I would not wish fiiture judges to be deterred. 

Judging other people’s horses and ponies is an honour and a privilege that — as 
the article rightly points out — can provide judges with a range of opportunities 
they would not otherwise have. 

Judging is not about expenses but about putting something back into the sport 
from which we all gain so much pleasure and enjoyment. Yes, there will be the odd 
occasion when exhibitors do not behave as well as one might hope, but judging is 
subjective and often the basis for a friendly argument. 

In my experience (judging for more than 30 years), exhibitors are generally 
dehghtftd and a pleasure to judge. It is rare to experience incidents of poor 
behaviour. Therefore, if you want to put something back into your sport, do 
not be put off Take up the challenge of becoming a judge and enjoy 
having the opportunity to see at first hand our wonderful range of 
show horses and ponies. 

Paul Cook 

Chairman of The British Show Pony Society judges assessment committee 


The writer of the letter of the week wi ns 
abottleofChampagneTaittinger 



ATESTOF 

PERSEVERANCE 

Sir — I read with interest 
that the Pony Club is 
hosting a party in June for 
past and present 
members who hold its 
highest test accolade — 
the A Test. 

My daughter, Helen, 
passed her A Test in 2000. 
Helen joined the 
Wokingham branch of the 
Pony Club as a small child 
and worked through the 
tests. She was due to sit 
the A Test a few months 
before her 21st birthday, 
but a freak fall the week 
before the exam landed 
her in plaster for six 
months. As the upper age 
limit was then 21 years it 
was a cruel blow. After 
petitioning by local ATest 
examiner, Sarah 
MacDonald, Helen was 
given permission to rejoin 
for one additional year to 
a 1 1 ow t i m e to rea r ra nge a 
test date. 

Now running her own 
business as a master 
saddler and harness 
maker, Helen finds the 
time to put something 
back into the local Pony 


THIS 
WEEK IN 

HORSE&HOUND 

1915 


HORSr IIOl \D 



Arkle, ridden by Pat Taaffe, clears the final fence before 
galloping home to his second triumph — out of three — in 
the Cheltenham Gold Cup^ 




Value without compromise 

The new SPILLERS® essentials range 
I provides value without compromise for 
the feeds you rely on every day. 
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Picture by Peter Nixon 



SOMETHING TO SAY? 


Write to Horse & Hound, Blue Fin Building, 110 Southwark 
Street, London SEl OSU. Email: HHIetters@tinneinc.com. 
Your name and address must be included. H&H retains the 
right to edit correspondence for space and accuracy. 


SHOWING SPECIAL 

Guest-edited by Jayne Ross 
FEATURING: 

Where is the next generation of ride judges?: 
Harley Foxtrot stripped bare; how to ride true 
to type in the ring; Sarah Emmerson on 
swapping science lessons for red rosettes 

THE BEST OF MY FUN 

Laura Tomlinson reveals all 

CHELTENHAM SPECIAL REPORT 

All the action from the Festival 


Clubs as an instructor and test 
examiner and has already 
booked her place to attend 
in June. 

Diana Reader 
Carmarthen, Wales 

A JUDGE’S STYLE 

Sir — Stuart Hollings in “The 
best of my fun, I owe it to...” (26 
February) writes that the best bit 
of riding he had ever seen was 
Joan Fleming and Harry Tatlow 
at the Royal International. I 
reported from the Royal Welsh 
Show for Horse & Hound for 
58 years until I reached my 80th 
birthday in 2012. At the 1967 
Royal Welsh Show, the hunter 
judge Ronnie Marmont had 
ridden 17 hacks, four classes of 
51 hunters and ended up judging 
15 Welsh cobs in a class won by 
Honyton Michael ap Braint. 

Llanarth Cymro was ridden 
side-saddle by his owner, the 
authoress Olwen Way, and 
everyone expected Mr Marmont 
to change saddles but he 


decided otherwise. His side- 
saddle gallop on Llanarth Cymro 
in front of the grandstand at 
Llanelwedd was a sight never to 
be forgotten. 

Dr Wynne Davies, MBE 
Ceulan, Miskin, Pontyclun 

VETS AT RISK 

Sir — Following your article on 
mental health in the veterinary 
industry (news, 26 February), I 
ask why do vets not wear more 
protective equipment such as a 
helmet and body protector? 

Clearly some protective gear 
might interfere with the carrying 
out of certain specific 
procedures, but it is perhaps 
time for the profession’s 
governing bodies to come up to 
date, rethink its safety 
protocols and consider just 
when, where and how the 
wearing of suitable 
protective gear could reduce 
risk for vets. 

Tom Steven 

Kirknewton, West Lothian 


SPILLERS® Care-Line 
telephone: +44 (0) 1908 226626 
email: careline@spillers-feeds.com 
www.spillers-feeds.com 






Read all 
about it*. 


Great news: just look at our wide 
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We will make it easy for you to pick the right policy and then 
go on cover. If you need to claim we will be there to help. 
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or are struggling to get the cover you need - Call SEIB 
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The best of my fun, I owe it to... 



Piggy French 

The eventer tel Is H&H why she’s in awe of 
jockey Ruby Walsh’s riding, about nerve- 
racking trot-ups, ‘scary’ cities — and 
flashing her knickers at Burghley 


My favourite pub... 

We have a pub at the end of our 
road [in Maidwell, Northants] 
that is very handy for getting 
a quick feed. But I don’t know 
where I’d go for something a 
bit more special. I love food, 
but I can’t stand the froth and 
jus things you get at fancy 
restaurants. So as long as it 
wasn’t that, I don’t mind. 

When I’m watching... 

Showjumping and National 
Hunt racing. Showjumper 
Marcus Ehning and jockey Ruby 
Walsh in 
particular 
are a joy 
to watch 
— they are 
both in such 
beautiful 
balance with 
their horses. 

Looking back and 
laughing at my horsey 
blunders... 

Trot-Ups are generally hazardous 
for me. At the European 
eventing championships in 
August 2011 with Jakata — which 
was my first team call-up — I was 
wearing nude stockings and one 
of them just wouldn’t stay up. 

So I ended up taking it off there 
and then and handing it over to 
[team trainer] Yogi Breisner — I 
genuinely wanted to die! Not 
only that, but I then lost my 
shoe at the second trot-up. 

At Burghley in 2013 Westwood 
Mariner shot sideways when 
everyone clapped as he was 
accepted, and knocked me over. 



I’d made the mistake of wearing 
a dress and showed my panties 
to everyone. It’s easy to laugh 
about it now, but at the time 
it was fairly horrendous. Now 
I get more nervous about the 
trot-up than anything else. 

When I’m getting away 
from it all... 

I haven’t been away an5rwhere 
for a while but my boyfriend 
Tom [March] and I like to get 
away from it all if we can. 
Anywhere quiet, pretty and 


with good food will keep me 
happy — but preferably warm 
and sunny too. 

When I’m steering clear 
of cities... 

They are scary places. 

When I am in the lorry 
listening to... 

Heart EM on the radio. I’m not 
fussy about music, as long as I 
can sing along. 

My most memorable win... 

Winning the individual silver 
medal at the 2009 European 
Championships stands out. 

It was my first senior appearance 
and I was called up late as a 
reserve with little expectation. 

It was a great learning 
experience for me, and not only 
was it a great result on paper, 
but I was so proud of how Some 
Day Soon performed. He was 
a difficult horse but he really 
excelled himself in all three 
phases that week. 


if it hadn’t been eventing... 


MYPLAN^ 

I have no idea what I would have done. Horses 
and eventing are all I have ever wanted to do 
and I wasn’t very good at school so it’s probably 
the only thing I could have done — which 
is lucky! 




Settling down with... 

A copy of Horse & Hound — I’m 
afraid I don’t get any more 
intellectual than that. But I 
did manage to read Fifty Shades 
Of Grey! 'The next 
book I’ll read, 
when I finally 
get to go on 
holiday, will 
be Jennifer 
Saunders’ 
autobiography. 

Bonkers. She’s an 
owner of mine 
and I’d love 
to know more 
about her. 


My biggest indulgence... 

I don’t really indulge myself 
much but we have just employed 
a cleaner once a week, which 
certainly feels like a luxury. It’s 
so lovely coming in after a long 
day riding and having the house 
smelling of roses, rather than 
wet dogs and horses. 

When I’m tucking into my 
buiger van staple of... 

A sausage and egg roll. But the 
sausages have to be well done. 

My first pony... 

Sonny. His nickname was 
Bunions — I don’t know 
why. Apart from being grey 
(grooming is not my strong 
point) he was a perfect first pony. 
He was calm and friendly and 
I did all Pony Club activities 
with him. 

When I’m competing at... 

Burghley Horse 
Trials. It’s my 
favourite event 
— a great place, 
with a great 
atmosphere. It’s 
an event that I 
would love to do 
well at. H&H 
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Outstanding Results 


BETA 



HIGHLY 

COMMENDED 

Sponsored by 


BETA Innovation Award 


“When / purchased Ivor he was very poor. He showed all the traits of 
having a sensitive stomach and I found that he couldn’t tolerate feeds 
with cereal grains in them. Within four days of feeding UlsaKind Cubes I 
noticed a huge difference in him. Ivor became a lot more mellow, relaxed 
and happier to be around and touch. It doesn’t sound much but I feel our 
bond has grown stronger with his new happier and more relaxed outlook 
on life especially around grooming time. He has been hunting through 
the winter and already he has maintained his condition and his coat 
looks super shiny. UlsaKind Cubes will most definitely be part of Ivor’s 
diet from now on, he looks in great condition even in the middle of winter 
and he is so much more happy and comfortable being groomed and 
touchedl” Julie Wright 

“Since feeding TopSpec UlsaKind Cubes we have seen a significant 
improvement in the horses fed on it, including several winners. ’’ 

Emma Laveiie, racehorse trainer 





Multiple Award Winner for 
‘Excellence in Nutritional Advice and 
Customer Service’ 



CREATED WITHOUT COMPROMISE 

by experienced equine nutritionists 


Tel: 01845 565 030 or 
(062) 85401 (Ireland) 
www.topspec.com 









As peopleget heavier, the danger of 
overloading our horses looms larger. 

But how can we calculate when too much 
weight poses a welfare risk? Karen Coumbe 
MRCVS and Anne Bondi, director of the 
Saddle Research Trust, investigate 


Rider weight, baiance and skiii wiii affect an individuai horse’s abiiity to work weii 
and the effect on his musculoskeletal system, but the saddle is also important 


H OW much weight 
can a horse 
carry? It’s never 
going to bean 
easy question to 
answer, as there are 
many factors to 
consider when working 
out the appropriate 
weight for any one 
horse to support. 

The handicapping 
system used in racing, 
where the top-rated horse is 
given the highest weight to carry, 
proves the importance of weight- 
carrying in relation to 
performance. The British 
HorseracingAuthority employs a 
team of skilled handicappers 
whose job it is to study racehorse 
form and a long list of other 
variables. They assign specific 
weights as a handicap to put better 
horses at a disadvantage over less 
successful ones, thus working on 
the well-tested theory that the 
weight a horse carries affects the 
speed at which he can gallop. By 
adjusting this, performance is 
modified. 

The same concept is relevant 
beyond racing and is not only 
applicable to horses travelling at 
speed. The greater the weight 
carried, the more effort a horse 
hastoputin. 

Slim pickings 

THERE is limited scientific 
evidence available at present to 
help decide whether a rider is too 
heavy for a horse. 

No straightforward formula 
provides appropriate weight ratios 
for horse/rider combinations, 
simply because horses are 
individuals, and so many complex 
variables are involved. The factors 
linked to how much weight a horse 
can carry include: 

> A healthy horse will be 
stronger and more able to carry 
heavier loads than one with 
questionable soundness. 

> Fitness and preparation of 
both horse and rider are crucial to 
prevent injury. 

> Type and conformation; a 

horse’s skeletal structure needs 


to be strong enough to carry extra 
weight. An Animal Health Trust 
study showed that thoroughbreds 
are more commonly seen with 
thoracolumbar pain associated 
with impinging spinous processes 
compared with warmbloods or 
crossbreds. This may relate to 
back length and the closeness of 
the spinous processes. 

Back length becomes important 
when a large person with a big seat 
requires a long saddle, which can 
be too long for a short-backed 
horse. A rigid saddle tree should 
not extend beyond the top of the 
last rib. 

Some conformational issues 
reduce a horse’s ability to carry 
weight. For example, a dipped or 
sway back is a weakness at high 
risk of strain. 

> Gait and posture are also 
affected by training and previous 
injury. Correct head and neck 
carriage with hind-limb 
engagement will influence 
weight-carrying ability, as the 
whole musculoskeletal system 
is interlinked. 

A ridden horse has to cope with gj, 
the static weight ofthe rider as | 
well as a shifting load when q 

exercised, and will compensate by | 
altering his gait. The effect of the 2 
load can increase the extension | 

(hollowing) ofthe horse’s back, | 

and this may contribute to the | 

onset of kissing spines. ^ 

> Age: if the horse’s 

musculoskeletal system is | 

immature, such as a young | 

racehorse, or if it is old and frail, k 


COVER STORY 


Veterinary clinic 


Weighing up 
the evidence 
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Got a veterinary queiy? 

Visit our vet archives oniine @ 


horseandhoundx»LukAet-advice 


How rider weight affects horses 



such as an ageing pony with a 
growing child rider, it will find it 
harder to cope with greater loads 
and will be more at risk of injury. 

As with people, older horses 
generally have stiffer backs. 

> Condition: being overweight 
significantly reduces the 
efficiency of movement, whereas 
an underweight animal may lack 
strength and energy. A study of 
endurance horses found that a 
good condition score was a more 
important factor for performance 
than the weight of the rider. 

> Saddie fit and rider skiii are 
crit ical for efficient load-carrying. 
If the saddle, rider or horse are 
asymmetric, it will cause 
imbalance and make the horse 
work harder to compensate. 

A rider who cannot fol low the 
horse’s rhythm and sits 
awkwardly increases the 
likelihood of back pain, while a 
heavier, poor rider also 
compounds the effect of a badly 
fitting saddle. 

Saddle design should reduce 
peak pressures by providing as 
large and soft a bearing surface as 
possible. Horses change shape 
throughout the seasons and 
according to workload and 
nutrition. Therefore, saddle fit 
should be checked regularly. 

> Speed: a linear relationship 
exists between acceleration, 
mass (rider weight) and the forces 
exerted by the rider on the horse’s 
back under the saddle. It is a basic 
formula that the force is equal to 
the mass times acceleration, and 
so the effect of rider weight is 

I i kely to be greater at faster 


speeds compared with the walk. 
Riding style can alter these forces 
— the modern jockey position, 
for example, uncouples rider 
movements from a horse’s 
locomotion and allows him to 
move faster. 

> Type of work: high-impact 
worksuchasjumpingorthe 
sudden stops and turns seen in 
polo are harderto sustain with a 
heavy load, compared with the 
slow plod of a donkey. Additional 
weight of up to 15% has been 
shown to alter jumping technique 
significantly in horses and is likely 
to be more challenging with a 
bigger fence, with a larger drop, or 
with a rider who lands poorly. 

A well-balanced rider is better 
than dead weight, which is why the 
requ irement for eventers to carry 
a minimum of 75kg, regardless of 
size, was abolished in 1998. 

> Duration and surface type: 
it is one thing to carry a heavy load 
for five minutes, another entirely 


to lug it for several hours — not to 
mention the obvious difference 
between working on a hard, dry 
surface orthrough deep mud. 

Similarly,going uphill requires 
harder work than on the flat, 
because the hind limbs have to 
carry more weight to provide 
greater propulsion. 


What’s best for welfare? 

A recent Saddle Research Trust 
workshop discussed the challenge 
offindingappropriatewelfareand 
performance guidelines with the 
lack of supporting science. As a 
starting point it was suggested 
that we consider 15% as average 
for I ight work and that loads of 
20% might com promise the 
welfare of the horse. 

A 10% ratio was also suggested, 
but although less weight might 
help performance, it means a rider 
would need to weigh less than 
50kg to ride an average 500kg 
thoroughbred. This is restrictive 
when consideringthatthe 
average person weighs 70kg. 

A su rvey of weight ratios in 
riding school clients supported 
this, showing a variation of 
between 14.2% and 16.6%. This 
fits well with the suggestion of 15% 
for average performance, but the 
study reviewed only 50 riders and 
not all were the optimum weight. 


Another small study looked at 
the load-bearing capacity of six 
native Japanese ponies and how 
theirgait altered when their loads 
increased up to the extreme 29% 
of their bodyweight. The ideal is to 
have horses comfortable to work 
effectively, and not be 
overwhelmed as beasts of burden. 


The Saddle 
Research Trust 

THE Saddle Research Trust is a 
charitable organisation that 
scientifically and objectively 
leads and supports research 
into the influence of the saddles 
on horse and rider performance, 
in order to help animal welfare. 

> Find out more at www. 
saddleresearchtrustcom 


The bigger picture 

IT makes sense that when horses 
carry a greater load in relation to 
their bodyweight, performance 
and safety are compromised and 
the risk of musculoskeletal 
damage is increased. 

Tests have shown that heart 
rate and some blood test results 
increase significantly with an 
increasing load and changes in 
ga it are a Iso recorded . 

Back pain is always a potential 
issue with ridden horses, and 
everything possible must be done 
to minimise this risk. The rider, 
saddle and their combined weight 
should be considered. Even so, it is 
wrongto discourage the heavier 
rider who is riding slowly and 
steadily in a well-fitting saddle. 
Such a rider may be betterthan an 
inept, lighter rider with a badly 
fitting saddle. 

This is a situation of horses for 
courses: instead of relying on a 
formula it is better to look at the 
bigger picture — if it looks wrong, 
it probably is. H&H 


No straightforward formula provides 
appropriateweight ratios for individual 
horse/rider combinations, as many 
complex variables are involved 



ABRIDGE 
TOO FAR? 


A horse’s back is not the perfect design to 
load bear. The spine is split into five sections 
I (see right) and they are linked by multiple 
I joints between the bones, which allows the 
I spine to bend. 

The equine spine can be likened to a 
suspension bridge, with the limbs as four 
I support struts. The rider’s weight, however, 
sits in the middle, away from these key 
I supports. Therefore horses are the same as 
I people — good core muscle strength can 
; help protect the back. 


1 7 cervical vertebrae (in the neck) 

2 18 thoracic vertebrae 

3 6 lumbar vertebrae 

4 5 sacral vertebrae 

5 More than 15 coccygeal vertebrae (in the tail) 
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HUNT 

HEROES 

Celebrating Britain’s best hunters 


Despite an inauspicious debut and some 
bizarre quirks, Jake has done 250 days’ 
hunting. Hannah Rose finds out more about 
this'gentleman’s gentleman’ 


W ITH a combined age 
of 100, Jake -a 
26-year-old bright bay 
warmblood — and 
David Gurney, 74, make the perfect 
hunting team. 

“I purchased Jake from Nicky 
Parfitt in January 1997,” says David, 
of Bawdeswell Farm, Norfolk. “She 
had found him for me in a very 
small field in Kent or Sussex and 
thought he may be suitable." 

David — who has hunted with 
three packs of harriers, 11 packs of 
foxhounds, 15 packs of beagles 
and three other foot packs as well 
as hunting in France, Canada and 
South Africa — is a true hunting 
enthusiast. 

“I first hunted Jake as my 
second horse autumn hunting at 
Bawdeswell Farm on 13 
September 1997,” remembers 
David. “He was highly excited and 
after less than an hour I decided to 
take him home. While hacking 
home, hounds in full cry came up 
behind us in a wood, Jake took off 
over a big round bale, a branch hit 
me midship and I fell off 
backwards breaking two ribs and 
cracking a third — not a good start. 
Jake, despite being new, bolted for 
home straight across a main road.” 

Despite the shaky start the pair 
have attended 250 hunting days 
together with the West Norfolk 
Foxhounds, and David can only 
recall coming off him four times. 

He dislikes oak trees 

THE horse has his quirks. He 
dislikes oak trees and will often 
“skirt around them, which is a bit 
disconcerting in traffic”. But he has 
given David 39 particularly 


memorable days of his 250, 13 of 
which were over 30-milers. 

David recalls one day in 
November 2006 when Jake led the 
field for 5^2 miles and in 
November 2011 a shorter day at 
Bawdeswell — which included SVz 
miles very fast and then three 
more at “a quick pace”. 

This detailed information is 
down to David keeping a hunting 
diary from 1989. 

Michelle Procter-Smith, who 
looks after staff and horses at 
Bawdeswell Farm, compares Jake 
to a hippogriff, the fictional 
creature with which Harry Potter 
fans will be familiar as being easily 
offended, a beast that you must 
never insult. 

Jake, who stands at 17.1hh, is 
especially awkward about having 
his head touched. 

“If I have a short groom I have to 
supply a ladder when his forelock 
needs doing until he gets used to 
the groom,” says Michelle. “And 
that is only when he decides.” 

David says that his quirky 
behaviour on the yard means he 
“does not like coming out of his 
box or going back into the stable”. 

“He always has to stop and look 
first,” David adds. “On occasions 
getting him on to the trailer going 
hunting can be frustrating.” 

Yet David is full of admiration. 
“He has been a wonderful horse 
for me,” he says. “He is so 
comfortable to ride and has taken 
me and led the field through many 
hairy places.” 

Nick Saffell, joint-master of the 
West Norfolk foxhounds, sums 
Jake up as “a gentleman’s 
gentleman”. H&H 
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Preview 


Cheltenham Festival 



Aspell's time in the 


Leighton Aspell with 
Many Ciouds and 
his trainer Oliver 
Sherwood (right) 


When Leighton Aspell retired eight years 
ago, no one would have bet on him winning the 
Grand National and then lining up for the 2015 
Gold Cup with a good chance. Marcus Armytage 
findsSt more about his glorious comeback^ 




I T is not so long ago that the sun would 
invariably have set on a jump jockey’s 
career by his late 30s and he would have 
settled down with pipe and slippers. 

But due to a number of 
improvements in the jockey’s lot, 
a select band of the weighing room’s elder 
statesmen, AP McCoy and Richard Johnson 
included, are riding better than ever. 

The sun may, indeed, be going down on 
19-time champion AP’s career with a blindingly 
golden hue, but it is currently refusing to 
budge from its position high in the sky for 
Leighton Aspell, 38. However, had he not had 
a change of heart after 18 months out of the 
game in 2007, he would now have been long 
forgotten, if not by racing itself, certainly by 
its headline writers. 

Instead, in the past 12 months he has carved 
his name in the jockey column for jump racing’s 
two most prestigious handicap chases; the 
Crabbie’s Grand National on Pineau De Re and 
the Hennessy Gold Cup on Many Clouds. 

Tomorrow, he and Many Clouds bid to win 
what most professional jockeys regard as the 


pinnacle of National Hunt racing, the Betfred 
Cheltenham Gold Cup. 

“If you’d said at the start of the season he’d 
be second, third or even fourth favourite for the 
Gold Cup I’d have taken it with both hands,” 
says Aspell, still taken aback by his mount’s 
exponential rate of improvement. 

“I’ve been pleasantly surprised how he’s 
progressed. The Hennessy was his target, but 
he’s gone forward from that. He jumps, he has 
proved he stays 3% miles, he’s had a nice feel of 
Cheltenham over three miles [winning the 
Betbright Cup in January] and he has a lovely 
cruising speed. I’m hoping all that combined 
will put him thereabouts in the Gold Cup.” 

With maturity has come strength 

ASPELL, who refuses to wear his heart on his 
sleeve, continues: “He’s not slow. As big as he is 
[IZlhhj, he was quick enough to win a bumper 
and the EBF Hurdle Final. His strength has 
caught up with that ability as he’s matured. 
He’s got very good form on soft and heavy and 
my only worry is that on good they might get 
him out of his comfort zone. If it’s good to soft 


Leighton puts Many 
Clouds through his 
paces as preparation for 
the Gold Cup hots up 
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Leighton Aspell interview 



Leighton Aspeii (right) is ‘pieasantly surprised’ by Many Clouds’ progression since winning the Hennessy 


or softer, wonderful, but no one — not even us 
— would really want it bottomless.” 

Aspell, like his lighter brother Paddy, who 
has successfully switched from jumpers to 
the Flat, was born in Co. Kildare. Their father, 
who worked on a stud, did what all rural 
Irishmen did in those days and dabbled with 
a couple of horses kept in boxes rented off a 
farmer or at the end of the garden. But instead 
of producing a great racehorse, he came up 
trumps with two jockeys. 

“1 always took a healthy interest in what was 
going on at home,” says Aspell, who also runs 
a pre-training business with his wife. “1 had 
already had 10 rides by my 16th birthday. In 
January 1993, 1 joined Reg 
Hollinshead and rode for him 
for a season on the Flat. 

“But increasing weight 
meant that, in August 1994, 

I joined Josh Gifford. It was 
good fun, he was old school, we 
were well looked after. A lot of 
his old jockeys, like Declan and 
Eamon Murphy, Philip Hide and 
Peter Hobbs, were still riding — 
which dates me.” 

His first winner overjumps 
was for Richard Rowe on Karar 
at Huntingdon in May 1995, 
almost 20 years ago. Big wins 
did follow but not at their 
current rate. He won a brace of Welsh Nationals 
with Supreme Glory in 2001 and LAventure in 
2005, the same year that he won the Grade One 
champion four-year-old hurdle at Punchestown 
on United. But, eventually, disillusioned, he 
“retired” in July 2007 to become a pupil 
assistant to John Dunlop at Arundel. 

A year and a half later — in a move which was 
as surprising as his retirement had been — he 
announced he would resume his career as a 
jockey having missed the camaraderie of the 
weighing room. That fellowship, of course, is 
what McGoy will miss as much as the adrenaline 
rush of driving one down to an open ditch. 

And while racing does not always take kindly 
to those who do not appear to be totally clear in 
their own minds, it embraced Aspell on his 
return and he has not looked back in his 
second incarnation as a jockey. 

What is more, one of the key men in 
encouraging his comeback was Oliver Sherwood, 
trainer of Many Glouds. If the combination 
were to win, it would be as popular a winner 
as you will get at this year’s Festival. 

“Oliver was very positive about me coming 


J / Wherever 
Ml go now Fm 
introduced as 
‘Leighton Aspell, 
Grand National- 
winning j ockey’ , 
which is not 
bad for a ■■ 

spare ride Ww 


back,” he says. “I was very grateful for the help 
and it has continued to snowball. It would 
mean a lot to win it for him. During the same 
period he’s had an injection of new owners and 
he’s bought very well. You never lose your 
ability to train, you just go out of fashion if 
your owners don’t reinvest.” 

Ironically, the only Aspell with a Gheltenham 
winner is Flat rider Paddy, who rode Ghief Dan 
George to success in the 2010 Ultima Business 
Solutions Handicap Ghase. 

I’m riding better than ever 

THE lack of success at jumping’s premier 
fixture is not something that will keep Aspell 
awake in the nights leading up 
to this year’s meeting. 

“I’m riding better than I was 
in my 20s,” he explains. “These 
days jockeys are fitter, busier, we 
ride Simdays and in the summer. 
There’s a lot more available to 
us, like nutrition and fitness 
advice, and I’ve been at it long 
enough to know what suits me 
diet and fitness-wise.” 

Aspell, whose other 
Gheltenham rides this week 
include his National winner 
Pineau De Re in the Pertemps 
Final today, Shanroe Santos in 
the Albert Bartlett and A Boy 
Named Suzi in the Goral or County Hurdle. 

He remains the only jockey with an official 
fan club, which was started as a tongue-in- 
cheek enterprise 14 years ago. His biggest fans, 
daughters Lucy, seven, Niamh, five, and Kitty, 
three, were all at Aintree for his biggest day. 

“That was a great day,” he reflects. “It’s the 
most famous race in the world and wherever 
I go now I’m introduced as ‘Leighton Aspell, 
Grand National-winning jockey’, which is not 
bad for a spare ride. 

“At the moment I’ll ride Pineau De Re 
again, although Many Clouds is still in it and 
his owner, Trevor Hemmings, is very keen on 
the race. If he did end up going to Aintree 
obviously I’d have to ride him. Winning the 
Hennessy was very special, of course, because 
it was for Oliver; the Gold Gup would be the 
icing on the cake.” 

Aspell currently has no intention of 
following McGoy through the exit door. He 
is clearly enjoying himself so much he wants 
to delay that day for as long as possible. 

“Make hay while the sun shines, I say,” 
he adds. H&H 
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Previewj 


Cheltenham Festival 


Ladbrokes World Hurdle 

Carl Evans on the runners and riders for the World Hurdle and Gold Cup 


CARL’S \ 
THREETO 
; , FOLLOW ' 

L' Colonel, * 

\\ Fashion, * 

\ Zarkandar ^ 


Thursday, 12 March, £300,000 (£170,850 first prize), 3m 
Winner in 2014: More Of That 6yo (Jonjo O’Neill) Barry Geraghty 15-2. 

Winning favourites: 14 in 42 runnings (final declarations were madeTuesday). 

A very open race with up to a dozen horses having fine chances of victory — a far cry from the 
days when Inglis Drever then Big Buck 's dominated the contest. The bookies will be rubbing their 
hands, but there will be a nice reward for those who find the winner. Paul Nicholls' pair Saphir Du 
Rheu andZarkandarare on the shorter list, while Nicky Henderson has two hopes in Blue Fashion 
and Whisper. Reve De Sivola adds to a strong home contingent facing challenges from Ireland’s 
Lieutenant Colonel, Briar Hill, MonkslandandJetson. Butthe winner may be lurkingoutsidethose 
already named. 




Annie Power 

7 ch m Shirocco — Anno Luce 
(Old Vic) 

1112-1 

(Willie Mullins, Mrs Susannah 
Ricci, jockey Ruby Walsh) 

^ SECOND in this last 

year (not helped by 
refusingto settle early 
in the contest), but 
her main target was 
Tuesday’s OLBG Mares’ Hurdle. 

If lining up here she would have 
a big chance, as she is a class 
act who has proven she can stay 
the trip and handle the track. 
Suffered a strain last year and 
had not run before the Festival. 

Cole Harden 

6 b g Westerner — Nosie Betty 
(Alphabatim) 

1/1411272-1234 
(Warren Greatrex, Jill and 
Robin Eynon, Gavin Sheehan) 

A star for his relatively 
young trainer, cruising 
up to an official rating 
I inthe high 150s. Likely 
to have to break the 
160-mark to win this, and three 
consecutive defeats do not lend 
optimism. No match for today’s 
likely favourite, Saphir Du Rheu, 
in January, but not far behind 
Rock On Ruby in previous race. 
Betterground helps his chance. 


Pont Alexandre 

7 bg Dai Jin — Panzella 
(Kahyasi) 

1113/ 

(Willie, Mrs Susannah Ricci) 

EVEN horses owned 
bythe Ricci family are 
beatable, although it 
seems to have been a 
seismicshockwhen 
this one was turned over in a 
novices’ hurdle at the Festival 
two years ago. Not seen in public 
since, and it is impossible to 
guess how he might cope with 
thistest, but lots of class, and 
can hopefully get career back 
on track. 

UnAtout 

7 bg Robin Des Champs — 
Badrapette (Bad Conduct) 
1/1141-54 
(Willie Mullins, 

Gigginstown House Stud) 

^ FOURTHofl2inthe 
Supreme Novices’ 
Hurdle atthis meeting 
last year (beaten 18 
lengths) and won a 
Grade One at Punchestown’s 
Festival, so this is in his sphere. 
But yet to race over the distance, 
and two defeats this season 
have been in chases. Thistest 
represents one very large canvas. 


At Fishers Cross 

7 b g Oscar — Fermoy Supreme 
(Supreme Leader) 
11-4U232-3345 
(Rebecca Curtis, JP McManus, 
AP McCoy) 

LOOKED a potential 
superstar in the 
2012/13 season, but 
has raced nine times 
since without winning. 
Some good efforts in defeat, 
includingwhen third in this race 
12 months ago before placing in 
Grade One hurdles at Aintree and 
Punchestown, but his jumping 
has been farfrom slick in his two 
most recent races. 

DedIgout 

9 b g Bob Back — Dainty Daisy 
(Buckskin) 

/211311/126412F/415-611 
(AJ Martin, 

Gigginstown House Stud) 

^ HAS been mining, let 
alonediggingout,a 
rich vein of form lately, 
with victories against 
proven performers 
at Gowran and Navan. Has left 
it relatively late to try his luck in 
this contest (was a useful chaser 
forone season) and likely to find 
it tough going against specialist 
staying hurdlers. 


Reve De Sivola 

10 bg 

Assessor — Eva De Chalamont 
(Iron Duke) 

/4753/21142/013148-75712 
(Nick Williams, Paul Duffy 
Diamond Partnership, 

Daryl Jacob) 

5^ GAINING a biggerfan 

.-T- club each year as he 

is so consistent in top 
races, and his defeat 
■ ^ ofZarkandaratAscot 
was top draw. But Cheltenham is 
not his favourite track, although 
he has won there and was only 
narrowly beaten at the venue by 
Saphirdu Rheu in January. 

Un Temps Pour Tout 

6 b g Robin Des Champs — 
Rougedespoir (Bonnet Rouge) 
333/11331321-33 
(David Pipe, CTisdall and B 
Drew, Tom Scudamore) 

COSTa small fortune 
(£450,000) at public 
auction in November 
2013 followinga very 
brightstart in France. 
Not the biggest shock if he claws 
agoodchunkofthat back here. 
Close thirdto Saphir Du Rheu 
at this track in January, but has 
done all his racingon soft ground 
and this is likely to be quicker. 


Aubusson 

6 bg Ballingarry — Katioucha 
(Mansonnien) 

7113-2139 

(Nick Williams, Jane Williams, 
Lizzie Kelly) 

A rare spin for a 
woman in a Grade One 
I race overjumps, but 
f Lizzie Kelly (whose 
mother ownsthe 
horse) has ridden him in his 
seven British races to great 
effect. Grade Three win at 
Haydockin November but two 
defeats since, includingthird 
to stablemate Reve De Sivola, 
temperenthusiasm inthis. 

Jetson 

10 b g Oscar — La Noire 
(Phardante) 

/3214632/2765003154-122 
(Jessica Harrington, 

Gerry and Moira McGrath) 

A NOTasgood,orbig, 
as half-brother Jezki 
(Champion Hurdle 
winner), but has 
belatedly progressed 
from a handicapper to a top- 
grade performer. Was 20-1 when 
beatingthegreatmareQuevega 
at Punchestown last spring, but 
proved that was no fluke with two 
seconds (to Lieutenant Colonel) 
in Grade Ones since. One to 
consider. 

Saphir Du Rheu 

6grg Al Namix — Dona Du 
Rheu (Dom Pasquini) 
3310/541114-UlFl 
(Paul Nicholls, The Stewart 
Family, Sam Twiston-Davies) 
CARRIES thesame 
colours as Big Buck’s, 
A thefour-timewinner 

t JHI ofthis race, and while 
^ unlikelyto match that 

feat he might land it at least once. 
Traineradamantthere was more 
to come after a January victory 
over Reve De Sivola at this track 
(had been chasing earlier in the 
season), but well beaten at the 
Festival two years ago. 

Whisper 

7 b g Astarabad — Bel le Yepa 
(Mansonnien) 
1/14141/331211-2 

(Nicky Henderson, 

Walters Plant Hire) 

IN great form this time 
lastyear, finishing 
second in the Welsh 
Champion Hurdle, 
landingthe Coral Cup 
at the Festival and then taking a 
Grade One hurdle at Aintree (At 
Fishers Cross second). Achasing 
career was backon hold after 
a recent second at Exeter, and 
must have a shout in this race. 


Blue Fashion 

6 b g Scorpion — Moon Glow 
(Solar One) 

5141/42-2 
(Nicky Henderson, 

John and Barbara Cotton) 

^ DESCRIBEDas 
“very delicate” by 
his trainer, a view 
' . underlined by just 
se ve n races i n h i s 
career, but clearly useful as he 
has shown in his two most recent 
outings: in one he was second to 
last year’s World Hurdle winner 
More Of That at Haydock; in the 
other he chased home Faugheen 
at Ascot. Each-way chance. 


Abbyssial 

5 ch g Beneficial — Mega 
D’Estruval (Garde Royale) 
3111F-16F 

(Trainer Willie Mullins, owner 
Violet O’Leary) 

^ HAS yet to attempt a 
race ofthis distance, 
and grew weary 
when asked to tackle 
nearly 2m4f in 

France last summer. That was 
on heavy ground, which may 
have been a reasonable excuse. 
Clearly useful, but fell in last 
year’s Triumph Hurdle and then 
recently at Gowran. The shorter 
County Hurdle seems more 
his race. 


Briar Hill 

7 b g Shantou — Backaway 
(Bob Back) 

P111/111F-84F 
(Willie Mullins, 

Andrea and Graham Wylie) 
BOUGHTfor 
£100,000 after 
A landingan Irish 
point-to-point as a 
^ four-year-old, but has 
won that backand should go into 
profit soon. That pointingwin 
gives hope that the trip will be no 
problem, and has a Grade One 
win on his CV, but two falls and 
two defeats i n past year suggest 
this will be an uphill struggle. 


Lieutenant Colonel 

6 br g Kayf Tara — Agnese 
(Abou Zouz) 

121261-3211 

(Sandra Hughes, Gigginstown 
House Stud, Bryan Cooper) 

^ MARCHINGup 
the ranks in style, 
and could provide 
fledglingtrainerwith 
a great conclusion 
to her season. Sandra began 
hercareerin November after 
the death of herfather, Dessie, 
and has won two Grade One 
races with this horse since (beat 
Jetson each time). Worrying 
he was only sixth at the 2014 
Festival, but he’s a year older. 

Seeyouatmidnight 

7 b g Midnight Legend — 
Morsky Baloo (Morpeth) 
P3F/11113-2 

(Sandy Thomson, Mrs A 
Thomson, Brian Hughes) 

FLAG bearer for his 
Scottish stable, which 
will be celebrating 
hardifhefinishesin 
thetopthree. Ran 
fine race (giving weight to the 
winner) when second at Haydock 
on season’s debut (At Fishers 
Cross fifth), but needs to go up 
two gears to win this event. Stays 
thetrip,andbigenoughpriceto 
tempt each-way investors. 

Zaidpour 

9 bg Red Ransom — Zainta 
(Kahyasi) 

/251222P23/732162-561F732 
(Willie Mullins, 

Mrs Susannah Ricci) 

^ HAS been a model 
of consistency in his 
career, and scalped 
the future Grand 
Nationalwinner 

Pineau De Re as a novice hurdler. 
Other Grade One wins have 
followed, but has yet to make an 
impression atthe Festival and 
seems most unlikely tospringa 
surprise in today’s race. 


Monksland 

8 b g Beneficial — Cush Jewel 
(Executive Perk) 

01113/121/32 

(Noel Meade, Patricia Hunt) 

lA LIGHTLYraced,butin 
the hands of a master 
trainerforwhom 
I patience is not an 
issue, and the reward 
has been two races of promise 
this season. Not beaten far by 
Dedigout and Lieutenant Colonel 
in those outings, and third in a 
Grade One at this meeting in 
2012. Should be cherry ripe now 
and could regain the winning 
habit. 


Tiger Roll 

5 b g Authorized — Swiss Roll 
(Entrepreneur) 

121-71P643 
(Gordon Elliott, 

Gigginstown House Stud) 

^ UNBEATEN intwo 

visitsto Cheltenham, 
includingwhen 
Vun successful in last 
year’sJCBTriumph 
Hurdle, but his form otherwise 
has been more tabby cat than 
tiger. Soft ground did not suit 
him in defeats by Kitten Rockand 
Hurricane Fly this season, and 
now has a much longer trip to 
tackle, but good ground will help. 

Zarkandar 

8 bg Azamour — Zarkasha 
(Kahyasi) 

/15F/11141/222244-6312 
(Paul Nicholls, Chris Giles 
and Potensis, Noel Fehily) 

^ WILLpass£lmin 
prize money if wins. 

A n Won a valuable Grade 
#2, OnehurdleatAuteuil 
” in November, but 
hasn’twon inthis countryfor 
a while. Only fourth in this last 
year, but invariably thereabouts. 
Recentlysecond at Ascot, but 
probably needs everything in his 
favour to win race ofthis depth. 
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NEW MITSUBISHI SHOGUN 

WITH GREAT FINANCE OPTIONS^ & A 5 YEAR WARRANTY^ 


Explore new territory | Visit mitsubishi-cars.co.uk to find your nearest dealer. 


1. Prices shown include VAT (at 20%), exclude VED and First Registration Fee. Metallic paint extra. Prices correct at time of going to print. Shogun SG4 LWB model shown with accessory 20" black/silver wheels fitted - available at extra cost. 2. Finance is through 
Shogun Finance Ltd T/A Finance Mitsubishi 1 1 6 Cockfosters Rd, Barnet, EN4 ODY and is subject to status to customers aged 18 and over. Finance Mitsubishi is part of Lloyds Banking Group. Finance options are only applicable in the UK (excludes Northern Ireland, 
Channel Islands & I.O.M) and may be amended or withdrawn at any time. 3. All new Shogun variants come with a 5 year/62,500 mile warranty (whichever comes soonest), for more information please visit www.mitsubishi-cars.co.uk/warranty. Fuel figures shown 
are official EU test figures, to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 


Shogun range fuel consumption in mpg (Itrs/lOOkm): Urban 28.0 - 29.7 (10.1 - 9.5), Extra Urban 37.7 - 40.9 (7.5 - 6.9), Combined 33.2 - 36.2 (8.5 - 7.8), CO 2 
emissions 224 - 207 g/km. 






Previewj 


j 


Cheltenham Festival 


Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup 

Carl Evans brings you the runners and riders for the World Hurdle and Gold Cup 


3.20pm Friday, 13 March, £550,000-added (first prize £313,225) 3m2 Vaf 

Winner in 2014: Lord Windermere 8yo (Jim Culloty) Davy Russell 20-1. Winningfavourites: 28 in 86 runnings. (Final 
declarations were made Wednesday). 

ANOTHER very open contest, nnissinga Kauto Star, but headed by his former stablemate, the dual King George VI Chase 
winner Silvinlaco Conti, who attempts the race fora third time. Former winners Bobs Worth and Lord Windermere, plus 
habitual placerThe Giant Bolster are back, whilethe eight-year-olds Holywell, ManyClouds, Road To Riches, Sam Winner 
and Smad Place have chances on their first attempt atthe race, andDjakadam is interesting under Ruby Walsh. However, 
the horse to bring the house down is Carlingford Lough, carrying the greatest — and definitely the toughest —jockey in his 
final Gold Cup ride. 


/ CARL’S 

; three TO 

; „ FOLLOW 

' To Riches, 
'Silviniaco Conti 
^ Sma<d Place , 


Bobs Worth 

10 b g Bob Back — Fashionista 
(King’s Theatre) 
21/1111/1321/11/615-8 
(Trainer Nicky Henderson, 
owner Not Afraid Partnership, 
jockey Barry Geraghty) 

^ LOSTunbeaten record 
at Cheltenham (which 
included Gold Cup 
victory in 2013) when 
fifth last year, but only 
four lengths behind winner Lord 
Windermere. Eighth of nine behind 
RoadTo Riches in his only racethis 
season, but heavy ground would 
not have suited. Will be a force on 
good ground. 


Boston Bob 

10 b g Bob Back — Bavaway (Le 
Bavard) 

/1112/11FF/1661-13244 
(Willie Mullins, Graham and 
Andrea Wylie) 

DUALGradeOne 
winner last spring, but 
in a patchy Cheltenham 
j record includes a sixth 
^ ‘ inthe Ryanair Chase 

12 months ago and second in the 
Albert Bartlett novices’ hurdle in 
2012. This season hasfinished 
behind RoadTo Richesand 
Carlingford Lough in Irish 
chases. They reoppose — how 
can he boss them? 


Carlingford Lough 

9 bg King’s Theatre 
— Baden (Furry Glen) 
/61133574PP/21221U6-151 
(John Kiely, JP McManus, 

AP McCoy) 

CARRIES a legendary 
jockeyonhisfinalride 
_ in this famous race 
^ — youwouldn’twant 
tomissitif hewins. 
Every chance of pulling off the 
longed-forfinalefollowingagood 
comeback at Christmas and 
then victory at Leopardstown 
last month. Has his own way of 
jumping, but McCoy is the man 
forany idiosyncrasies. 


Coneygree 

8 b g Karinga Bay — Plaid Maid 
(Executive Perk) 18/1113/111 
(Mark Bradstock, Max 
Partnership, Nico de Boinville) 

ONEofthe season’s 
fairytales — the novice, 
bred by the late HcSH 
racing correspondent 
and Injured Jockeys 
Fund founder Lord Oaksey, now 
in contention for chasing’s most 
prestigious prize. Has run in 
just three chases, but won them 
all from the front. Was a classy 
hurdler (third at the Festival last 
year), butthis isa bigtest given 
his inexperience. 


Djakadam 

6 b g Saint Des Saints — 
Rainbow Crest (Baryshnikov) 
2/U1124/11F-81 
(Willie Mullins, Mrs Susannah 
Ricci, Ruby Walsh) 

YOUNGEST member 

t of the cast, and 

■ thosewhobackhim 
do so in hope over 
- achievement, for 
has nothing like the CV of some. 
But latest handicap chase win 
offtopweight had a quality that 
begged to be noticed. Fell at last 
year’s meeting, stamina doubts, 
no match for Many Clouds at 
Newbury — but oh, the potential. 


Don Cossack 

8 br g Sholokhov — Depeche Toi 
(Konigsstuhl) 
5111/1F23/1212F2-41111 
(Gordon Elliott, 

Gigginstown House Stud) 

^ FAVOURITEfortoday’s 
Ryanair Chase, and 
, thought very unlikely 
to run in this race unless 
Road To Riches, who is 
in the same ownership, is suddenly 
sidelined. Grade One-winning 
chaser who should get the 
Gold Cup trip and would be a 
fab super-sub. 


Holywell 

SbgGoldWell-Hillcrest 
(Thatching) 
/2222124/32U1111-3U1 
(Jonjo O’Neill, Gay Smith, 

Richie McLernon) 

■gjS THEREwillbesome 
wincing if this horse 
wins, for he would have 
carried AP McCoy 
had the great jockey 
not been contracted to ride 
Carlingford Lough. Instead, Richie 
McLernon gets the chance, and 
the pair have won at the Festival 
for the past two years. Doddle 
round Kelso last month will have 
put him spot-on — must go close. 


Home Farm 

8 b g Presenting — Tynelucy 
(GoodThyne) 
1/79/15P513/357P-1F7 
(Henry de Bromhead, 

Chris Jones) 

MODERATEform 
figures for race of 
this nature, and most 
unlikely to be involved in 
the finish tomorrow. His 
dam was a half-sister 
to Jodami, winner of this race 
22 years ago, but that’s as close 
as he’s likely to get. Could bean 
interesting contenderfor next 
month’s Grand National. 


€v 


Houblon Des Obeaux 

8 b g Panoramic — Harkosa 
(Nikos) 

/9671046/ 11423274/ 
1614396U-222 
(Venetia Williams, 

A Mrs J Blackwell) 

SOUND, reliable 
horse who has taken 
his handicap rating 
past 160 this season 
with three excellent seconds 
— however, was behind Many 
Clouds and Coneygree on two 
occasions, and needs very deep 
ground to make a mark at this 
level (only ninth in race last year). 
Drainage means Cheltenham 
rarely does “deep”these days. 


Lord Windermere 

9 b g Oscar — Satellite Dancer 
(Satco) 

F11418/221231/8761-373 
(Jim Culloty, Dr Ronan Lambe, 
Davy Russell) 

SHOCKwinnerof 
this race last year, but 
shrewd minds will have 
remembered his RSA 
F Chasewinin2013.So 
he is two from two at the Festival, 
is proven at the trip and peaks in 
the spring, and while he has not 
won this season a lean run did not 
stop him 12 months ago. Not the 
most obvious winner, but could 
reward each-way backers. 


ManyClouds 

8 brg Cloudings — Bobbing Back 
(Bob Back) 

/21212P/1212B4-111 
(Oliver Sherwood, Trevor 
Hemmings, Leighton Aspell) 
WON Newbury’s 

S HennessyGoldCupin 
■ November, and a key trial 
for this at Cheltenham 
in January. Nowupto 
a rating of 165, but that is rarely 
enough for a win in this race, 
and has yet to try Grade One 
level. Needs to step up again, but 
young enough to do so and stays 
this trip. His jockey won last year’s 
Grand National. 


On His Own 

11 b g Presenting — Shuil Na 
Mhuire(Roselier) 
/414P1/B1F/1F5/1766112-8626 
(Willie Mullins, Andrea and 
Graham Wylie) 

RANastormertofinish 
Jr . second in this last year, 

.fc beaten a short head, but 
* he entered that race off 
^ ' the back of two victories, 

and that’s not the case this time. 
Good second to Road To Riches 
at Leopardstown ’s Christmas 
meeting, no match for Carlingford 
Lough at same venue since, and 
tendency to jump right is not a 
virtue at Cheltenham. 


m 


Sam Winner 

8 b g Okawango — Noche 
(Night Shift) 

/211446/FF/5103/3125P-113 
(Paul Nicholls, AYeoman, 

Sam Twiston-Davies) 

lb FELLinhisfirsttwo 

chases (2011), but taken 
back to basics and has 
returned as a key player. 
Very good effort when 
third to RoadTo Riches in his first 
attempt at a Grade One race, has 
won over a longer trip than this and 
will likegood ground. SamTwiston- 
Davies on a horse called Sam 
Winner might be an omen. 




Silviniaco Conti 

9 ch g (Dom Alco — Gazelle Lulu 
(Altayan) 

/31241/111F3/3141-511 
(Paul Nicholls, Potensis & C 
Giles, Noel Fehily) 

'V THE highest-rated horse 
in the race, so he should 
win, but hard to forget 
how he jumped the last in 
front 12 months ago, yet 
finished fourth. Cheekpieces seem 
to have added a new dimension 
recently, and most impressive in 
King George on Boxing Day. Fell in 
thistwoyearsago,buthisjumping 
since has been a joy to watch. 




Carlingford 
Lough 
carries a 

legendaryjockey 
onhisfinalridein 
thisfamousrace 
—you wouldn’t 
want to miss ■ 
itifhewins w 


Smad Place 

8gr g Smadoun — Bienna Star 
(Village Star) 
/123U/3233/U112-52 
(Alan King, Mrs Peter Andrews, 
Wayne Hutchinson) 

^ A rating of 154 means 

he needsto find plenty 
of improvement to 
win this. Close second 
inthe RSAChase 
last year (usually a propitious 
sign if a horse runs well in that 
race), but ManyClouds has 
had his measure twicethis 
season. At first glance, no, but on 
Cheltenham form, a possible. 


■ 

i 


River Choice 

12 ch g River Mist — 

Noraca (Akarad) / 
P2434266/18181549F1- 
6F58P14 
(Richard Chotard, 

Fergus Wilson) 

^ THIS French raider 
is the bookmakers’ 
choice — a 250-lshot 
whowill be largely 
ignored by punters and 
therefore make them rich in losing 
bets if successful. That won’t 
happen, as he is not good enough, 
orsureto stay the trip. His latest 
win was in a claiming chase, far 
belowthis level. 


RoadTo Riches 

8 b g Gamut — Bellora 
(Over The River) 
F/111186/13P41-21211 
(Noel Meade, Gigginstown 
House Stud, Bryan Cooper) 

^ LANDED one of 

Ireland’s revered 
/BBr Galway Plate in July, 
and has been kept 
goingsincewith 
the Festival as a goal. The road 
to riches has included Grade 
One wins at Down Royal and 
Leopardstown — his rating is now 
into Gold Cup-winningterritory. 
Might need a little improvement, 
but trip and ground look ideal. 


The Giant Bolster 

10 b g Black Sam Bellamy — 
Divisa (Lomitas) 
/4U72142/3P247/7U5153-754 
(David Bridgwater, Simon Hunt 
and Gary Lambton, 

Tom Scudamore) 

Ahorsewithajumbled 
set of form figures, 
but onethat includes 
a second, fourth and 
thenthird in this race. 
He seems to save his best for 
Cheltenham, especially the Gold 
Cup. He must be factored in again, 
although beaten by Many Clouds 
and Smad Place in latest race. 


Apologies to Oliver Townend 
for some confusion with his 
Cheltenham tips 
(5 March). 

He says: “I’d like to point out 
that I didn’t say that I thought 
Evan Williams would be the 
leading trainer at Cheltenham 
— I said Willie Mullins. Sorry 
Evan, but that was a misquote.” 
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2015 Forester. 


YEAR 

WARRANTY^ 


Confidence tn Motion 


FORESTER DIESEL 
LINEARTRONIC. 

IT'S ON ITS WAY. 


Coming to a road, mountain or hilltop near 
you this Spring, the Forester 2015 can handle 
whatever rural life throws at you. 

Now also available in Diesel Lineartronic, its 6-speed 
Lineartronic transmission combined with the capability of 
X-Mode and Subaru Symmetrical All-Wheel-Drive means you 
can tackle the changing conditions of any terrain with complete 
confidence. Add the innovative SUBARU BOXER® engine into 
the mix and the result is a smoother, safer, more responsive 
and enjoyable drive. 


For more details, make tracks to Subaru.co.uk 


Official fuel consumption figures for the Subaru Forester range in mpg (l/IOOkm): Urban from 25.2 (11.20) to 39.8 (7.10) to 
Extra Urban from 40.4 (7.00) to 57.6 (4.90) to Combined from 33.2 (8.50) to 49.6 (5.70), CO 2 197 to 148. mpg figures are official EU test 

figures for comparative purposes only and may not reflect real driving results. Model shown Forester XT. "^For built-in peace of mind, every vehicle (excluding WRX STI) marketed by Subaru (UK) 
Ltd is covered bya 5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever is sooner) Limited Warranty. For general terms and conditionsvisitwww.subaru.co.uk 
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Feature Riding in iater iife 



^ OMETIMES I have to pinch myself 

^ when I am out hacking through 

the beech woods — I can’t believe 
how lucky I am,” says 51-year-old 
I V Tone Sarjanen, six years after her 
life dramatically shifted focus. 

“Life now is completely based around the 
horses,” she says. “Before this. I’d never even 
had a pet.” 

The career-minded IT consultant was living 



in London when two consecutive diagnoses of 
serious illness ended up spurring her on to 
pursue her childhood dream to ride. She moved 
rapidly from riding school lessons to finding 
herself the unexpected owner of Ester, a five- 
year-old chestnut warmblood mare, in 2010. 

“I had breast cancer and had surgery, which 
went really well. Then, a year later, I was 
diagnosed with epilepsy. I was offered the 
chance to have brain surgery, which fortunately 
also worked completely,” she explains. 
“Afterwards, I started thinking: T need to do 
something. I work all hours, life is too short.’ 

“I remembered how I used to love horses 
when I was younger and so I started looking for 
a place to ride.” 

It was on a road trip to St Andrews where 
Norwegian-born Tone came across Edenside, a 
yard that would alter her trajectory. 

“I was used to being put on a steady school 
pony but they brought me out a beautiful 
warmblood to ride. I loved it so much I started 
going back for the odd weekend. On one trip 
they said to me ‘Tone, we have a horse you’d 
absolutely love’.” 

“I said ‘that’s nice but I’m not going to buy a 
horse, it’s not going to happen.’ Three days 
later we shook hands and she was mine.” 

Despite being a young horse. Ester proved a 


perfect match and last year Tone fulfilled her 
ambition to compete in showjumping by the 
time she was 50. 

“We jumped British Showjumping (BS) on a 
ticket and have also competed in dressage, 
cross-country and at horse trials. I took it 
slowly, had no big ambitions and wanted to do 
it right,” she says. 

“We’ve been fortunate to have Natalie 
Western-Kaye at Snowball Farm as a trainer. 

It’s important that you can find a yard where 
you can get a teacher you have a good 
relationship with.” 

Tone and her husband, who relocated from 
London to Burnham Beeches in 
Buckinghamshire, have become so enamoured 
with the equestrian life that they bought a 
second horse, 17.1hh gelding Faust, so they 
could both ride. 

“It would’ve been nice to have started riding 
when I was younger,” Tone muses. “But if I had 
done it then I might not have it now.” 

Escaping the pressures of work 

LIKE many older riders, Susan Pearce first took 
up the sport as an escape from the pressures of 
work, and followed the traditional route of 
riding school lessons for several years before 
taking the plunge and buying her own horse. 
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Riding in later life 



She is now 14 years into her journey with 
“turbo cob” Cruella, who she bought as a green 
four-year-old at the age of 46. 

“The first horse I bought, a seven-year-old 
Irish draught, really wasn’t a match and 1 was 
totally over-horsed,” she says. “He put me in 
hospital twice by bucking me off. He wasn’t a 
naughty horse — he was just sensitive and 
upset by me being off-balance. 

“After six weeks 1 sold him and 1 was really 
worried about going out and looking for the 
second one. 1 nearly didn’t buy Ella as she was 
a youngster, but I took someone who videoed 
me and showed my instructor.” 

Susan and Ella have sampled most 
disciplines over the years and are now 
competing at unaffiliated elementary dressage 
and considering some affiliated outings on 
a ticket. 

Susan admits that entering the horse world 
later in life has occasionally held them back. 

“My instructor wanted me to buy a dressage 
saddle, but 1 wouldn’t for ages as 1 was 
embarrassed at mine and my horse’s ability. 1 
thought we’d be seen as ‘all the gear and no 
idea’,” she says. “When you’re competitive in 
your professional life, you can be a bit 
embarrassed about breaking into this 
new thing.” 



As well as developing a love for hunting, Barry Sexton (right) completed his first BE90 at the age of 61 


‘In at the deep end’ 

SOME older riders are more inclined to 
throw themselves straight in at the deep end 
and 44-year-old Sam Fewell is the first to 
confess that her and her partner Bruce Hill 
are “a bit mad”. 

The pair met on dating site Muddy Matches 
three years ago and now they hunt together 
weekly, having both separately taken up riding 
in their 40s. 

“We don’t do it with any particular style; 1 
just think we have no sense!” she laughs. 

It was when her eight-year-old son started 
having riding lessons at a private hunting yard 
four years ago that Sam found herself itching 
to get in the saddle. 


She quickly made the leap to loaning a 
20-year-old hunter called Honey and within a 
few months was hunting. 

“1 was probably trying to run before 1 could 
walk,” she confesses. “I’d hack out and exercise 
with the yard and say how much 1 wanted to 
join in. They’d say ‘you’ll get there’. Then one 
day they said ‘come on, you can come’. I think I 
got Honey on 6 September and 1 was hunting 
her before the end of the season.” 

After Honey was retired, Sam bought a 
gelding called Doc Holiday two years ago. 

“We’ve hunted every season since,” she says. 
“Bruce now has a 20-year-old grey called Alfie 
and they are both fantastic and brave. They just 
carry us on. 



Great deals on print and iPad subscriptions at www.horseandhoundsubs.co.uk/subs 
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Feature Riding in iater iife 



‘I was a bit gung ho’: Having taken up driving aged 
43, Matt Were’s iife now revoives around horses 


A heiping hand to return to the saddie 


ADULTS looking to return to riding can 
take advantage of the British Equestrian 
Federation’s (BEF) “Take Back The Reins” 
initiative. Launched in 2012, the 
programme is now hosted by 200 venues 
across the country. 

“It’s a seven week specialised course of 
coaching,” explains director of 
participation at the BEF, Beth Maloney. 
“Sport England research showed us that 
there was latent demand for riding for 
women, particularly those who had ridden 
as a child but fallen out of the sport as 
they had progressed their careers and 
started families. They wanted a structured 
programme that built their confidence, 
improved their fitness, was enjoyable and 
enabled them to ride with others who 
were also returning to riding.” 

Reiki practitioner Jane Child has 


recently been having lessons as part of 
the initiative at Talland with instructor 
Bryony Barraclough. 

“Initially I felt like I was an eight-year- 
old again and I wasn’t particularly 
confident,” says Jane, who was motivated 
to return to riding after a 30-year break 
following a serious illness. “One of the key 
things is they’re very good at assessing 
your ability before giving you a horse, so I 
was quite happy they’d look after me. 

“We’ve been grooming, plaiting and 
tacking up, all of which I was rusty at. It’s 
been nice having time with and getting to 
know the horse and I’m now aiming 
towards some dressage competitions.” 

> Visit www.hoofrlcle.co.uk/ 
takebacktherelns 


“If I was advising anyone who was thinking 
of taking up riding later on, Fd say ‘fortune 
favours the brave’,” she adds. “That’s what 
Bruce and I say about starting our relationship, 
as well as the horses.” 

AfirstBE90at61 

FOR others, the lure of the chase has come even 
later in life. Barry Sexton started riding 13 years 
ago at the age of 49, but was a happy hacker 
until he recently joined his local riding club. 

Last year, he jumped clear around his first 
BE90 at the age of 61 with 16-year-old gelding 
Piri Piri, and started hunting for the first time 
this season with the Braes of Derwent. 

“It took me seven years of riding before I even 
did any jumping,” 
says Barry. “Four 
years ago, the most 
I’d done was a 55cm 
clear round. I didn’t 
even have the 
confidence to ride 
Piri before — my wife 
had been riding him. 

“We were 
persuaded to join 
Bishops Riding Club, 
we did some training 
sessions and then got 
a bit carried away,” 
he says. “There was 
encouragement but no pressure and everybody 
supports you even if you don’t do well.” 

Barry never believed he would find himself 
eventing but now plans to carry on competing 
at BE80 and BE90 this year. 

“The hunting is also fantastic and my wife 
and I both regret not starting it earlier. We have 
a great time,” he adds. 

Those who are captivated by equestrianism’s 
fringe disciplines can find themselves pursuing 
a stellar course of competitive success, despite 
being latecomers to the scene. 

Driving trials national advanced single horse 
champion of the past two seasons. Matt Were, 
had never had contact with horses until an 
encounter in a pub five years ago at 43. 

“Someone said to me that they were going 
out in the morning in their trap with their 
horse and I thought I’d go along, ” he reveals. 
“Now it’s my life. I don’t go on holiday or watch 
football. Everything I do is horses.” 


Within six months Matt imported his first 
horse, a Friesian stallion from Holland, before 
upgrading to coloured Friesian-Dutch 
warmblood stallion Da Vinci, with whom he 
had his first taste of success. 

“He was properly up for it,” said Matt, who 
trained with Di Hayes. “I think if I’d started 
with anything other than him I’d be dead 
though. I used to drive him in a pair with my 
mare and all sorts. I never knew you weren’t 
supposed to.” 

While he faced a steep learning curve. Matt 
believes ignorance was sometimes bliss. 

“I was a bit gung ho,” he acknowledges. “But 
I think you’ve got to push your limits to know 
your limits. You’ll never win a marathon unless 
you’re on the edge.” 

Derrick Mayes, chair of British 
Carriagedriving’s (BC) chef 
d’equipe committee, took up the 
reins in his mid 50s, began 
competing at 60 and at 75 years 
old has now qualified for the 
national championships for the 
majority of the past 12 seasons. 

The pairs driver acknowledges 
that driving trials offers 
opportunities other equestrian 
disciplines may not. 

“Because it’s a relatively small 
sport, we found if you could 
afford to do it, you were 
competitive and if you tried hard you could 
work your way up to a reasonable standard 
quickly,” says Derrick, who competes along 
with his wife, tandem driver Sue. “There are 
more older people competing at a national 
level in their 50s, 60s and, dare I say it, 70s than 
any other sport I can think of” 

Finding a niche 

DAVID BRIMSON has discovered similar success 
in the world of western riding, despite never 
having sat on a horse until he was 56 years old. 
Two years later he had two British reining titles. 

“My wife Pauline was a list three dressage 
judge and trainer when she was diagnosed 
with a serious heart problem and thought 
she’d have to give up,” David explains. “I 
decided to try and keep her involved with 
horses by becoming involved myself” 

His introduction to western came when he 
encountered a reining demo at a riding club 


/ J If I was advising 
■■ anyone who was 
thinking of taking 
up riding later on, I’d 
say ‘fortune favours 
the brave’ 

Sam Fewell 

on taking up riding in her 40s 




David Brimson thinks western riding is a great 
way for oider riders to get back into the saddle 


event. He knew instantly he’d found his niche 
and booked some lessons then and there. 

“Soon afterwards I went to Colarado and 
bought a reiner. I joined British Reining and 
after a year I went into my first championship 
where I was both ‘first year rookie’ and ‘rookie 
of the year’. I also qualified for the European 
Championships two years running, and that 
was within three years of starting on a horse.” 

So how does he explain his quick success? 

“With my wife being an experienced horse 
woman, I was able to avoid some of the usual 
mistakes. We now run a successful western 
riding club and the biggest mistake you hear 
people saying is ‘I’ll get a youngster and we’ll 
learn together’. 

“We tell people to buy the most expensive, 
best-trained horse they can afford.” 

As with driving, David feels western is an 
ideal way in for older riders and those looking 
to return to the saddle. 

“Find a trainer that has some school horses 
and put your trust in them,” he advises. “It’s 
very unlikely they’ll have a horse you don’t feel 
comfortable on because of the quarter horse’s 
temperament, and the fact that they naturally 
feel comfortable. It’s a big saddle with a horn 
you can hold on to if you have a bit of a wobble, 
so you’re not going to go out the side door. 

“Also,” he acknowledges, “they tend to be 
smaller so you are closer to the ground.” H&H 
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Products New this spring 


Get the scoop 





H&H’s products editor, Alice Collins, takes her pick of the hottest new launches at the 
2015 British Equestrian Trade Association (BETA) show at the NEC 


■< Massage foam 

TH IS didn’t so much catch my 
eye as my nostrils. I love that 
it’s a foam so it doesn’t drip, 
and it smells of heavenly 
botanicals, with lavender, 
peppermint, aloe vera and 
arnica. It’s great for a 
massage or rub after 
work on the horse’s 
body and legs, and 
doesn’t need to be 
rinsed off. I twill leave 
your hands soft and 
smooth too — 
win-win! 

£15.95, WWW. 
absorbine.com 


Top 


Top 






(bes 




innovation 

AWARDS 


HIGHLY 


COMMENDED 


innovation 
AWARDS 
\ WINNER J 


A Serrated scoop 

Afeed scoop with biite: The Skup is an 
innovative new product with serrated teeth 
on the edge to help loosen compacted feed. 

It holds the same capacity as the traditional 
round scoop, but also with handy markers on 
the inside toathird, half and three-quarters full. 
Its elongated shape makes it easierto reach 
into the corners of feed bins, and a flat base 
means it stands up, too. Comes in four 
jazzily named colours. 

£9, www.hufdesign.co.uk 


A UlsaKind feed cubes 



ASimply irresistible succulents 

WE know feeding succu lents dai ly is good for 
our horses, but how often doyou find the 
apples have gone rotten orthe carrots have run 
out? Equilibrium hassolvedthiswith its 
human-grade feed topper: an easy way to give 
the succulent daily ration. It smellsand tastes 
great (trust me, I tried it). It’s just dried fruit — or 
vegetables — with probiotic pellets. If you get 
onthe bandwagon quickly,you’ll also get a nifty 
littlefreecollapsibleclippy scoop. 

£12.95 (30 days), available from mid-April 
www.equilibriumproducts.com 



ALife stages supplements 

SUPPLEMENTcompanyAnimalife has created 
bespoke formulasfor horses in four life stages: 
growing, healthy, senior and intense. Each 
does what it says on the tin, providing bone 
and joint support as well as“vitality”at key 
stages throughout a horse’s I ife and career. 

All fourformulations are free from banned 
substances. 

£12.99,08453650050 

www.animalife.co.uk 




TOPSPEC show real passion and 
dedication in trying to help solve a 
common problem in modern, 
stable-kept horses: ulcers. This feed is 
dual action: it coats the lining of the 
stomach to minimise acid attack, 
and turns the stomach contents 
into a gel-like substance to slow down 
digestion and minimise the length 
of time that the stomach is empty 
between feeds. 

£12.50 for a 20kg bag, www.topspec.com 


<Vented helmet 

CHAMPION launched 11 
new styles at BETA, with 
this little sparkly number 
for children particularly 
catching my eye.The 
vented hat with four- 
point harness is 
kitemarked to PAS015, so is 
legal in all three affiliated 
Olympicdisciplines,now 
and into nextyear. Comes 
with more subtleblackorsilver 
sparkles, if you prefer. 
£75,01132707000 
www.championhats.co.uk 


A Mesh shirt In natty colours 

THIS stylish Danish brand’s stand at BETA 
boasted agorgeousmixof modern, sporty 
colours, and its signature Charlotte shirt really 
impressed. It’s quarter zip with mesh strips 
alongthearmsand.forwhenthesun shines, 
there’s U V protection in the fabric. 

£60, www.kastelclenmark.com 


Multi-use rug 

Acomplete 
rugging solution 
from Masta. 

Useeitherthe 
turnout outer 
shell ora stable 
version, then add various 
thicknesses of lightweight 
liners.Theneatthing 
aboutthisset-up isthat 
the liners Velcro into the 
outer (with colourguidesto 
get them in the right place) 
and become a single rug, with 
one set of buckles. And 
they’regreat buckles too: at 
the chest they’re one-touch 
opening and can be fastened easi ly with gloves 
on. Sadly, you can’t buy the rug until autumn, 
butthatgivesyou plenty of time to save up. 
Outer from £80, liners from £60 
www.masta.co.uk 
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Trailer Vision 


Ensure the safety of your 
horses when travelling. 

Reverse safely & hitch 
quickly/ easily i 


Innovative Camera 
Systems 


Equi-Vue™ 


Digi-Max2 




Dig i- View" 


WWW. trail^vioofi.oo -uk 
sates#trailerviSM>fix» .uk 


01733 246473 
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Hunting helps French’s 


Piggy French and 
Seapatrick Dark Cruise 
top their Oi section 
with the fastest round 


COURSE CHAT 

• EACH year Isleham 

raises money for charity, 
having donated in the region of 
£160,000 to date. This year’s 
cause was Addenbrooke’s 
Charitable Trust, chosen for 
two reasons — Clem Tompsett 
M BE, the event president, 
spent over a month in 
Addenbrooke’s heart unit last 
year, while a member of the 
committee’s child was also 
treated at the hospital. 
Proceeds will be split between 
the two units. 

• ALEXCOLQUHOUN, 
chairman of the young 
rider selectors, was kept busy 
at the intermediate prize- 
giving, collecting no fewer than 
eight of the 30 rosettes up for 
grabs on behalf of riders 
already well on their way home. 


ISLEHAM 

CAMBS 

7-8 March 


By Hilary Manners 

NOT forthefirsttime, Oliver 
Townend and Piggy French 
divided the open intermediate 
spoils at Isleham on the opening 
weekend of the season. 

Piggy French rode the 
eye-catching Seapatrick Dark 
Cruisetothetopofthetablein 
open intermediate section 0, the 
fastest pair of their class, coming 
home seven seconds overtime. 

“ He’s a big horse who prefers 
softergroundsotheplanisto 
have a busy spring and quieter 
summer,” she said. “I brought him 
in earlierthisyearthan previously 
so he’s very fit. He’s even done a 
few days hunting, which has really 
sharpened him up. He’s definitely 
stronger on the flat and finding 
things easier, which in turn means 
that I can ask for more.” 



The best horse I’ve sat on’: Laura Collett and Pamero 4 claim second in an Oi 


It was Oliver’s 13th successive 
attendance at Isleham, and his 
wins there are into double figures. 

This year it was ODTGhareeb, 
owned by Kathleen Wilkinson and 
Rachel Wood, who took the top 
spot in section N. He was the only 
horse to finish on his dressage 
score in an intermediate section. 


and the only horse to make the 
optimum time. The pairfinished 
bang on the 4min 46sec allowed. 

“The older he gets, the better he 
gets, although he can still be very 
spooky,” said Oliver. “His work gets 
more and more consistent. I just 
need to remember to ride 
positively across country; it’s not 
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Isleham 



Oliver Townend 
triumphs aboard ODT 
Ghareeb at his 13th 
successive isieham 


winner 


that he doesn’t want to do the job, 
but he can get distracted. 

“Each time he’s stepped up a 
level he has risen to the challenge 
— most notably at Bramham 
CCI3* lastyearwhen he wasclear 
inside the time across country. I 
thinkwe’llgobackthisyearand 
try to be more competitive [the 
pair finished 15th in 2014]. 

“I cometo Isleham every year 
because Clem [Tompsett, 
organiser], hisfamilyand all the 
team do everything they can to 
make sure that riders and their 
horses have the best time. The 
ground, which has been good for 
years, gets better, and the 
organisingteam think of 
everything and do a great job.” 

Runner-up to both Oliver and 
Piggy was Laura Collett. Grand 
Manoeuvre finished 0.2 of a 
penalty behind ODT Ghareeb, 
having posted the best dressage 
score of the section (23.2), to 
which the pair added 5.2 cross- 
country time-penalties. 

“He was a different horse 
today,” Laura said. “We’ve built up 
a partnership over the winter and 
he trusts me now. Today was so 
exciting that I am going to have to 
put in my Badminton entry!” 

Pamero 4 came closest to 


Izzy Taylor pilots KBIS 
Starchaser into Oi third , 
over the ever improving 
isieham track 


Results 


ISLEHAM 

01 sec N. 1, ODT Ghareeb (0 Townend) 

28.2.0. 0=28.2; 2, Grand Manoeuvre (L Collett) 

23.2.0. 5.2=28.4: 3, KBIS Starchaser (I Taylor) 

25.9.0. 4.8=30.7. sec O. 1, Seapatrick Dark 
Cruise (P French) 27.5,0,2.8=30.3; 2, Pamero 
4 (L Collett 25,0,7.2=32.2; 3, Classic Meet 

(J Price) 28.2,0,8.8=37. int. 1, Controe (L 
Collett) 28.6,0,7.2=35.8: 2, Marli III (I Wills) 
23,8,13.2=44.2; 3, Coakham Clover (H Brise) 
28.9,4,12=44.9. ON sec K. 1, Mr Bass (L 
Collett) 28.8,0,0=28.8; Coromandel II (G 
Tattersall) 27.3,0,6=33.3; 3, Pusiden (S Penn) 

31.8.0. 1.6=33.4. sec L 1, Note Worthy (C 
Townend) 26.5,0,0.4=26.9; 2, Bandmaster 
(C March) 29,0,3.2=32.3; 3, Moylaw Badger 
(K Barber) 28.3,0,5.6=33.9. nov sec I. 1, 
Melford Solo (C Clover) 32.5,0,1.6=34.1; 2, 
Cyber Rocket (G Strang) 26.5,0,7.6=34.1; 

3, Dukeofganymede (J Buchan) 

31.5.0. 4.8=36.3. sec J. 1, Shepherds 
Watch (C Powell) 30.5,0,0=30.5; 2, Sinatra 
Frank Baby (C Powell) 26.5,0,6=32.5; 3, 
Cooley Again (L Collett) 32.3,0,4=36.3. 
ONulS. 1, Standlynch Accolade (F Collins) 

27.8.0. 6.8=34.6; 2, Glenomra Hero (F Teller) 

32.5. 0. 4=36.5: 3, King Albert (C East) 

29.8.0. 7.2=37. BEIOO open sec C. 1, 

Hot Party Juice (N Dixon) 25.8,0,0=25.8; 2, 
Chase The Artist (S Jenman) 30.8,0,0=30.8; 

3, Dinky III (M Edmundson) 26.8,4,0=30.8. 
sec D. 1, Cavaliers Showdown (A James) 

27.3.0. 0=27.3; 2, Cttava Rima (A Hallows) 

30.0. 0=30; 3, Eedorian (S Jenman) 

30.5.0. 0=30.5. BEIOO sec A. 1, Clonea 
King (T Beskhmelnitskaya) 22.8,4,1.2=28; 

2, Aubane Boy (P Erench) 30.8,0,0=30.8; 

3, Castorre (T Gingell) 30.5,0,0.8=31.3. sec 
B. 1, Jump Jet III (P Erench) 20.5,0,0=20.5; 

2, Fernhill Eirst Eriend (F Whittington) 

20.0. 5.6=25.6; 3, Shannondale Casey (H 
Norvill) 27,0,0=27. BE90 open. 1, Jack 
In The Box II (M Edmundson) 25,0,0=25; 

2, Woodland Rock (S Grieve) 30,0,0=30; 

3, Willie Gofar (C May) 32.5,0,0=32.5. 

BE90 sec E. 1, Jims Patch (J Anderson) 

22.8.0. 0=22.8: 2, Churchside Marble (J 
Masterson) 28.3,0,0=28.3; 3, Riversdale 
Magic Heart (H Coy) 28.3,0,0=28.3. sec F. 1, 
Campion Capella (E Uden) 23.5,0,1.2=24.7; 

2, The Jays Ghost In Cavalier (A Jacobs) 

21.0. 4.4=25.8; 3, Corrib Blue Vinney (G Dixon) 

22.4.0. 4=26.4. sec H. 1, Autumn Sky 1 1 (J 
Burgess) 31,0,0=31; 2, Boyne Valley Royal (J 
Bradshaw) 33,0,0=33; 3, Brisbane II (S Dipple) 

33.5.0. 0=33.5. 



Harriet Brise finishes third in the intermediate aboard Cloakham Clover 


catching Seapatrick Dark Cruise, 
again following the best dressage 
score of the section. Laura 
describes the seven-year-old son 
of Perigueux as “probably the best 
horse I have ever sat on”. 

“He was awesome last year and 
I didn’t think he could get better 
— but he has,” she said. 

Collett cruises ahead 

THE final section of the day 
provided Laura with a well- 
deserved win; she took the 
straight 
intermediate 
section with a 
winning margin 
of over eight 
penalties. 

She said: 

“Controe is an 
unbelievable 
showjumper; 
we won every 
timeout over 
the winter. 

“Having said that, he’s a cross- 
country machine too, so the fact 
that he doesn’t always find 
dressage the easiest is forgivable.’ 

While Izzy Taylor and KBIS 
Starchaser finished third behind 
OlivenandJonelle Price on her 


World Equestrian Games ride 
Classic Moettookthird behind 
Piggy, it was Ian Wills and Harriet 
Brise who claimed the remaining 
podium places in the 
intermediate. 

Ian and Marli III, a reportedly 
“tricky” horse, led the dressage 
but two rails down showjumping 
lost them their advantage. 

“Marli came to me as a four- 
year-old for corrective schooling, 
but the owners didn’t want him 
back,” explained Ian. “He’s 

adorable on the 
ground, totally 
trustworthy — 
but seriously 
keeps me on my 
toes when I’m 
riding him.” 

Harriet Brise 
was less than a 
point behind Ian. 

“Coakham 
Clover was 
diagnosed with 
navicular last year which meant a 
lot of time out, but we know howto 
manage it now,” said Harriet, who 
not only works full time as a 
housekeeper, but also runs a livery 
yard and prepares horses for 
hunting — a necessary task when 


your mother is master of the Old 
Surrey&Burstow. 

As always at Isleham, ongoing 
improvements could be seen, 
most notably on the intermediate 
track, which featured a new 
double of skinny triple brushes on 
the latter part of the course. The 
water and the rail-ditch-rail 
remain the most influential 
fences. Flora Harris in particular 


having some problems at both 
these questions. 

Aside from the winners, two 
horses stood out as pure class: 
Catherine Witt’s Kentucky-bound 
Easy Target, ridden by Francis 
Whittington, and Roger and 
Denise Lincoln’s Redesigned, who 
looked to give Pippa Funnell a 
textbook, although steady, cross- 
country round. H&H 


Pamero was 
awesome last year 
andididn’tthinkhe 
could get better— 
but he has 

Laura Collett is excited by herd runner-up 
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GLOBAL 

ROUND-UP 


How British 
and Irish 
riders have 
fared abroad 


EVENTING 


Doel takes the spoils 


PORTUGAL BARROCA DALVA 
26 FEBRUARY-8 MARCH 



BRITAIN’S David Doel kicked 
off his season with a win in the 
CIC2* (26 February-1 March) 
on Jane James’ and his own 
Miss Caruso. 

He led from the front with a 
super dressage score of 31.2 
(79.22%) and added just 2.8 
time faults across country to 
cruise in 9.7 penalties ahead of 
his nearest rival. 

“She didn’t put a foot wrong,’’ 
said David. “She didn’t have the 
best of runs at the young rider 
Europeans at the end of last 
year [where Miss Caruso 
did not enjoy the very wet 
conditions], so it was nice 
to come somewhere with a 
decent track that was not 
too testing.’’ 

Miss Caruso was joint leader 
of the dressage in the following 
weekend’s CCI2* (5-8 March), 
but tripped before a set of steps 
early on the cross-country, fell 
up the first step and was unable 
to make the second, so David 
retired. The class went to the 
other joint dressage leaders, 
Brazil’s Ruy Fonseca and Tom 
BombadillToo. 

Fellow Brit Julia Dungworth 
added two more fifths at 
two-star level with Sonic Boom 
to her placings over the 
previoustwoweeks in Spain 
(report, 26 February). 

David — who was one of 
H&H 's u nder-25s to watch this 
season in the 26 February issue 
— finished second in the 
opening’s weekend’s CIC* 
on Eisfee, who belongs to 
Jane and her husband Ian. 

The eight-year-old was 
bought in September last year 


Results 


26 Feb-1 March: CIC2* — 1, Miss Caruso 
(D Doel) GBR 31.2,2.8,0=34; 2, Debiut 
(R Prud Hon) FRA 43.3,0.4,0=43.7; 

3, Jalapeno (K Donckers) BEL 
38.3,7.6,0=45.9; 5, Sonic Boom (J 
Dungworth) GBR 46.9,9.2,0=56.1. CIC*. 

1, Lady Brown (K Donckers) 44.8,0,0=44.8; 

2, Eisfee (D Doel) 46,0,0=46; 3, Quartz De 
La Ferme (K Donckers) 47.6,0.4,0=48; 

7, Mocklershill Buster (D Doel) 
50.4,0.8,0=51.2. 4-8 March: CIC3* - 1, 
Xaft (JD Silva) POR 45,0,4=49; 2, Lady 
Brown 35.2,6,16=57.2; 3, Makara De 
Montiege (R Scherer) FRA 47,10.4,4=61.4; 



Season’s start: David Doel and 
Miss Caruso claim Barroca’s CIC2^ 

through Francesca Pollara. 

“She’s not overly big for me, 
but she’s a cracking little mover 
with a massive gallop. She 
act ua I ly got q u ite strong at the 
end ofthe cross-country, but 
she did the job and jumped a 
careful showjumping round 
too,” said David, who was also 
seventh in this class on last 
year’s Aldon young horse CIC* 
winner Mocklershill Buster. 

Eisfee was in the money 
again the following weekend in 
the 60-starter CCI*, finishing 
11th, while Mocklershill Buster 
was 17th. David also took eighth 
on Gillian Jonas’ Ricoshea, who 
is returning from injury. Julia 
was 14th in this class on Lisa 
Wiles’ Bonecastle Cavalier. 

Rod Fox was the only British 
rider in the second weekend’s 
small CIC3*,and finished 
fourth on her mother Alex and 
Diana Bown’s Fleet Street. 

Belgium’s Karin Donckers 
scooped up wins and placings 
both weekends, with her 
successful rides includingthe 
Chilli Morning daughter 
Jalapeno, who belongs to the 
stallion’s British owner 
Christopher Stone. H&H 


4, Fleet Street (R Fox) 51.3,6,5=62.3. 

CCI2* 1, Tom Bombadill Too (R Fonseca) 

38.0. 0=38; 2, Al Pan Pan (G Blasco Botin) 
ESP 39.8,0,0=39.8; 3, Tarastro (R Prud 
Hon) ERA 46.4,0,0=46.4; 5, Sonic Boom 
45.2,3.2,0=48.4; 7, Chwupdiwup (B 
Cournane) I RL 45.5,0.4,4=49.9. CCI*. 1, 
Quartz De La Eerme 32,0,0=32; 2, Jalapeno 

33.9.0. 0=33.9; 3, Beat It B (G Boonzaaijer) 
NED 34.1,0,4=38.1; 8, Ricoshea (D Doel) 

39.0. 4=43; 11, Eisfee 43.4,0.4,4=47.8; 

14, Bonecastle Cavalier (J Dungworth) 
42.2,2,8=52.2. 


COVER STORY 


Mark Phillips 

Coymncht 

Lookingfora 
compromise 



H E start of a new season is 
here and already we have 
experienced sadness and are 
embroiled in controversy. 

Francisco Seabra, who was killed in 
a fall in Spain last month, was a decent 
rider, having competed at the World 
Equestrian Games. Portables tipping 
over — as reportedly happened here 

— is every designer and builder’s 
nightmare. It’s happened to me twice 
and I was lucky that no one was hurt. 

I write from central Texas, so could 
not be at Heathrowforthe FEI meeting 
with the International Event Riders 
Association and course-designers to 
discussthe new rule giving riders an 
automatic 21 penalties for breaking a 
frangible fence. 

Riders are obviously worried that 
they could clip a rail with the back feet, 
break a device and lose big money or 
forfeit a medal. Many organisers and 
designers share their view. 

Ourfencejudges are volunteers, 
but even for experts it’s really difficult 
to tell if a pin has started to bend or a 
touch of tension has been lost from 
the reverse pin wire or rope. 

The only way to guarantee fair play 
istochangeadevice every time it is 
hit. Obviously this is impractical — it 
would be expensive and time- 
consuming as since time began horse 
have used their hindlegs on rails going 
into coffins, sunken roads, quarries 
and drop fences. It’s part ofthe 
balancing process even when the 
fence is ridden well. 

Such is the concern of organisers 

— who want a result on the Sunday 
nightand notan impending visitto 
the Court of Arbitration for Sport 

— that at Kentucky, Luhmuhlen and 
Burghley it’s been decided to replace 
frangible rails that might be broken by 
hindleg contact with old-fashioned 
logs or short-backed cabins. This is 
surely a retrograde step in trying to 
reducethe risk of serious injury. 

The trouble is, I thinkthe new rule is 
a good one with fences out in the 

The only way 
to guarantee 
fairplayistochange 
a device every 
time it is hit, but 
obviouslythis ■■ 
is impractical // 


open. We have had too many serious 
accidents where riders have not 
respected straightforward jumps 
enough. I’m not sure that the rule can 
differentiate between the two, but 
hopefully by the time you read this a 
compromise will have been reached. 

Is this the future? 

JUST over a month ago I was course- 
designer in an eventing showcase in 
Wellington, Florida.The organisers 
there cou Id not get a date from the 
governing body, so decided to put up 
$50,000 (£33,000) of prize money 
and run unaffiliated. It’s a similar 
frustration many organisers have 
suffered in this country, although not 
a solution we’ve seen often. 

We ran an advanced dressage test, 
Richard Jeffery designed a 1.25- 
1.30m showjumping course and I did 
a 2,000m cross-country course with 
20 jumping efforts at 535mpm, so a 
slower, shorter version of a regular 
CIC3*. Every part of every phase 
could be seen from the hospitality 
tent. The result was a huge success, 
enjoyed by spectators, sponsors and 
TV, as it was so easy to cover. 

What if this was the f utu re ofthe 
Olympic sport? What if teams were 
seeded like a tennis tournament, with 
a top and bottom half of the draw? 
Sixteen teams could be whittled down 
to four for a final medal showdown. 

Countries could nominate teams 
of four, but in every round could only 
run three. Everyone would have to ride 
competitivelyto stay in the game. You 
could run a similar knockout contest 
and a second showjumping round for 
the individual medals. 

The whole thing could be done in 
an area the size of a couple of polo 
pitches and with portables you could 
have a different course every week. 
The possibilities are endless. 

There is no question that the sport 
has to change — nothing is forever, 
even if Badminton and Burghley 
survive in their existingform. Princess 
Haya has recently commissioned 
Charles Barnett, formerly the boss at 
Aintree and then Ascot racecourses, 
to look at new ideas for eventing and I 
hope he studies this one. 

Riders and owners in the US are 
also pushingfora newrulethat if an 
organiser puts up a certain prize fund 
they can choose their date, in an effort 
to raise prize money and break 
old-fashioned protectionist policies. 
You knowthis one is notgoingto be 
universally popular! H&H 
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SPORTZ-VIBE 

MASSAGE THERAPY RUG 

for korses 


Designed and created by the team who brought you ice-Vibe, Sportz-Vibe is the most comfortable, 
lightweight and portable massage rug available. Through stimulation it will effectively reduce muscle 
tension, improve circulation and target areas where muscle wastage is prevalent. Ideal as a warm up or 
recovery rug, it helps to warm up muscles before work and ease soreness and stiffness afterwards, 




Sportz-vibe 
for dogs also 
available. 


Massage Areas 


"I've had a sports-vibe rug in our event yard for a few months 
now and I tove it!! I've found its radically improved recovery 
speed of tight, tired and sore muscles and creates an 
unexpected calmness. Our training sessions now start with a 
more relaxed, freer and more comfortable horse, even after 
super tough days. AAA+ fantastic product." 

BvchtcK (h^) 


Reduces muscle pain 
'improves blood supply 
tissue y 

Relaxes muscles V 
Reduces inflammation y 




HoR5e^xp.C‘ 

J K B L A N D = 


IT f a Q ® 


sportzvibe.com 




Edited by 

Alice Collins 


^ @msalicecollins 

DO YOU HAVEADRESSAGESTORY? 

Email: alice.collins@timeinc.com 


A Moody monopoly 


MYERSCOUGH PREMIER 
LEAGUE, LANCS 
4-8 March 


By Jo Prestwich 

THE first Premier League show of 
the 2015 season was a resounding 
triumph forteam Moody with 
eight wins from three horses, plus 
a smattering of placings. 

Normally Becky is the headliner 
— and with six wins she would 
have deserved it — but this time it 
was elder sister Hannah who took 
centre stage. She won the grand 
prix and the freestyle with her own 
and Julie Lockey’s Caluna. 

“Not in my wildest dreams did I 
imagine a week like this,” reflected 
Hannah. “The mare has been 
really on-side all week and it was 
great to get it together when it 
mattered. David Hunt, who trains 
us, has been inspiring. He 
challenges me but he’s always 
believed in us. Although there has 
been a lot of sweat and tears along 
the way he has been proved right.” 

This was a first win at a Premier 
League in a long while for Hannah. 

“I think [junior ride] Jordas was 
my last one and that must be at 
least 12 years ago,” she said. 

Jordas has his part to play in the 
Moody success story. Around 15 
years ago, his owner Paulette 
Tuckeysold a Welsh cob to Julie 
Lockey and suggested she had a 
few lessons from the Moodys. 

The Welsh cob Bramley’s name 
lives on in Julie’s Bramley Stud, 
and she owns outright and in 
partnership Carinsio, Caluna, 
Eaimbry Eleanora and a host of 
upcoming homebreds with the 
Penistone-based family. 

“ I could see straight away how 
good the Moodys were and I 
thought I could help them to 
achieve their dreams,” said Julie. 
“We’ve had a lot of success and 
the horses are good, but then so 
are the riders.” 

The purchase of Carinsio, who 
won a prixstgeorges (PSG), inter I 
and PSG freestyle at Myerscough, 

Dea is amazing 
to ride but she’s a 
chestnut mare and 
so am I, so we either 
clickor don’t 

JoannaThurman-Baker 
on herdoublejuniorwinner 



Hannah Moody spearheads the Moodys’ domination of the show with grand prix and f reestyie victories aboard Caiuna 


YOUNG MARES HOLD SWAY 


“I was very impressed with her balance, elasticity, 
movement and ground cover — in fact I can’t say 
enough about her,” was judge Sandy Phillips’ verdict on 
her five-year-old winner Fyona, ridden by Jess Dunn. 
“She is definitely worth taking to Verden for the young 
horseWorld Championships, and is very exciting for 
the future.” 

The Sorento x Ferro mare is owned Jointly by Jess 
and the Keenan family, and was a chance discovery on 
a trip to Holland. 

“We’d looked at a couple and were on our way back 
with time to kill so we did what you always do in that 
situation and consulted Google,” said Jess. “We found 
this yard, rang them, called in, sat on the horse for 10 


minutes and bought her. She is amazing to ride, I never 
want to get off her — she is heaven on earth! ” 

Hawtins Stud’s Hawtins Duchessa (Decamerone x 
Don Frederico) won the four-year-olds with Bryony 
Goodwin in the saddle. The mare, whose half-sister 
Hawtins Sassi Neri finished third in the five-year-olds, 
was making her competition debut. 

“I ’ve only ridden her four or five times,” said Bryony. 
“Imogen Moody has done all the hard work. I’ve Just 
reaped the benefit.” 

The battle of the sexes was noticeable in the young 
horse classes — mares won both classes and in the 
final line-ups, outweighed the boys six out of seven in the 
five-year-olds and three out of six in the four-year-olds. 



Left: Jess Dunn heads the f ive-yearolds on Fyona. Right: four-yeai^old Hawtins Duchessa wins under Bryony Goodwin 
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6 thenumberofwinsBeckyMoody Myerecough Premier Le^e 

clocked up across the show 



Joanna Thurman-Baker posts a double junior win with the Daidaios mare Dea ii 



came after Julie saw his sire 
Painted Black at Olympia. 

“I thought he was amazing and I 
wanted one by him,” she said. 
“Carinsio was bought unseen 
from Astrid Bolton. I’m a bit of a 
gambler and I trust her.” 

Becky’s two other wins came 
with Dee Parker’s Tirsa, who 
added a PSG and the inter I 
freestyle to the collection. 

But for Becky, Hannah’s win 
was just as important as her own. 

“I was bricking it more when she 
went down the centre line than 
when I did, but her wins were the 
icing on the cake,” she said. 

Last year, tongue firmly in 
cheek, Becky’s commentators’ 
notes stated “world domination” 
under goals: this year a plus-80% 
score in a freestyle with Carinsio 
is a serious aim. 

As it was, he crept ever closer to 
the mark that Becky is sure is 
there for the taking. The 78.58% 
they scored in the freestyle was 
8% ahead of second place. 

“Becky’s was the only test that 
made full use of the arena,” said 
judge Sandy Phillips. “The degree 
of difficulty came off and she did 
everything she should have done 
in a freestyle — what a partnership.” 

Junior domination 

JOANNATHURMAN-BAKER 
was untouchable in the junior 
classes, winningthe team 


and individual tests with Dea II. 

The Daidaios mare is certainly 
we 1 1 1 ra ve 1 1 ed . As a yo u ngste r s he 
didtheSpanishSunshineTour 
with joint owner Carl Hester, and 
the following year moved to 
Florida with her other joint owner, 
American rider Katherine 
Bateson Chandler. Back in the UK 
she had a foal last year before 
being brought into work in 
October for Joanna to ride. 

“She is amazing to ride but 
she’s a chestnut mare and so am 
I, so we either click or don’t,” 
quippedJoanna. 

Jess Gale won her first Premier 
League class outside under-21 
ranks. She secured Friday’s PSG 
with her European ride Umbro-S, 
boughtfrom Damian Hallam 
three years ago after Jess decided 
showjumping wasn’t for her. 

“I’d jumped ponies upto 
newcomers but it was obvious I 
wasn’t good enough,” said Jess. “ I 
thought dressage was going to be 
the easy option but it is getting 
progressively more difficult. I have 
to admit when we went to see 
Umbro-S it was more to go and 
ride a real schoolmaster, but I sat 
on him and it just clicked. I rode 
my first proper flying changes and 
we bought him.” 

Originally, 2015 was a year to 
feeltheirwayupa level, but with 
the horse going so well Jess is 
aimingforthe teams. Like 


Classic Briolinca heads her first inter ii under Gareth Hughes, after a year out 


DOWN MEMORY LANE 



PHOEBE PETERS made the long Journey up 
from Hampshire to ride at Myerscough in the 
pony classes, specifically because it was the 
first show at which she rode her superstar SL 
Lucci when she got him four years ago. 

Her 78.03% in the team test was the 
second highest of the show — not bad 
considering the combination have not been 
out since Bury Farm’s High Profile show 
last November. 

“I was thrilled he was so enthusiastic and 
excited to be back out,” said Phoebe. 

Judge at C, Jo Graham, also picked up on it. 

“Lucci was sharper and cheekier than I’ve 
seen him before,” she said. “It showed there is 
even more to come. If Phoebe can harness 
that, she will take him up another level.” 

Perhaps the biggest grin belonged to Ruby 
Hughes, daughter of Gareth and Rebecca. Rebecca had tweeted that 
Ruby was hoping to meet Lucci at Myerscough, so Phoebe sent a 
message back for Ruby to bring her hat, and the lucky girl had a sit on the 
superstar of the pony world after he’d finished his test (pictured, above). 


Joanna, she is now heading for 
Addington GDI. 

Jess trains with Gareth Hughes, 
who won the inter 1 1 on Classic 
Briolinca (Trento B x Royal Dance), 
at her first show in 12 months. 

“She won a PSG here last year 
but picked up an injury in the field 
soon after,” said Gareth. “She only 
came back into work in November 
and I was over the moon with her 
— that was her first inter 1 1 . She’s 
still green but has the ability to be 
top class. She’ll be campaigned 
with Rio as the main aim.” 

Gareth, as ever, was full of 
praise for the Myerscough team. 

It’s a fantastic show,” he said. 
“The surfaces are great, the 
organisation is awesome and the 
prizes are worthy of a ‘Premier’ 
show. It is well worth the journey 
and I love the fact that you get so 
manygenuine dressage fans 
wanting to watch every class.” H&H 


HEARD IN 
THE STANDS 

OVERHEARD: “Do you 
think if I change my 
surname to Moody I’d stand a 
better chance?” 

And also overheard on 
the Moodys’ numerous 
successes: “I think they’ve 
won eight rugs in total — do you 
think they’ll stick some 
of them on eBay when they 
get home?” 

IT took Just under 400 
metres of tablecloth, 
nine fancy rosettes and an 
awful lot of staples to 
transform Myerscough’s 
already amazing indoor arena 
into a showstopper. 




Results 


4 March: adv med 98Q (J Peberdy, H 
Bradley, F Scott). 1, Don Geniro (A Hua 
Tian) 67.94; 2, Silhouette (H Cheetham) 

67.81; 3, Korenbloem Royal Rebel (L Flinn) 
67.11. rest. 1, Miss World (L Garland) 67.37; 

2, Zidaane (H Colwell) 65.39; 3, Whispers (L 
Woodcock) 64.12. adv 102. 1, My Delilah (E 
Day) 67.01; 2, Contender (L Jarvis) 66.62; 3, 
Bolivi (J Sui) 65.64. 5 March: YDH 4yo Q (N 
Burton). 1, Hawtins Duchessa (B Goodwin) 
8.4; 2, Grandeur (H Colwell) 8.12; 3, Woodcroft 
DE (A Brown) 8.24. PSG (J Peberdy, A Smith, 
P Hayler). 1, Carinsio (B Moody) 72.5; 2, 

Tirsa (B Moody) 69.96; 3, DJ (M Griffin) 69.74. 
inter I (S Cooper, N Burton, H Payne). 1, 
Carinsio 74.12; 2, Donnerouge (J Critchley) 
66.62; 3, Cruise (L Fallen) 66.32. 6 March: 

PSG sec A (A Tissot, N Burton, A Smith). 

1, Umbro S (J Gale) 68.6; 2, Foold Uz (R Smith) 
68.16; 3, Retro Hit (H Boswell) 68.03. sec B (J 
Ward, S Cooper, P Hayler). 1, Tirsa 71.27; 

2, Zante (G Lucas) 67.54; 3, Vincente II (H 
Boswell) 65.96. inter I (A Tissot, J Graham, 

N Burton). 1, Carinsio 73.42; 2, DJ (M 
Griffin) 70.31; 3, Tirsa 69.74. u25 GP (J Ward, 
A Tissot, A Smith). 1, Charlex Eskebjerg 
(R Todd) 67.64; 2, Duela (P Hutton) 67.25; 3, 
Valentino (B Hayler) 66.24. jnr ind (J Graham, 
J Ward, S Phillips). 1, Dea II (J Thurman 
Baker) 69.78; 2, Florentine (R Hugh Smith) 


66.27; 3, Zermat (J Thurman Baker) 63.82. 

pony ind (J Graham, A Tissot, H Payne). 1, 

SL Lucci (P Peters) 74.51; 2, Der Kleine Lord (G 
Owen) 68.58; 3, Hagelkruis Valentijn (A Corrie 
Dean) 66.79. 7 March: pony team (J Graham, 
A Tissot, H Payne). 1, SL Lucci 78.03; 2, 
Mister Snowman (L Kuropatwa) 72.31; 3, Der 
Kleine Lord 68.21. jnr team (J Ward, P Hayler, 
S Phillips). 1, Dea 1 1 70.68; 2, Waverley (E 
Williams) 67.48; 3, Elorentino 65.81. inter II 
(A Tissot, H Bradley, H Payne). 1, Classic 
Briolinca (G Hughes) 69.96; 2, Caluna (H 
Moody) 68.07; 3, Don Diablo (E Harris) 67.54. 
YR team (J Ward, J Graham, J Ward). 1, 
Don Archie (D Edwards) 68.64; 2, Ufano (B 
Edwards) 68.64; 3, Eoold Uz 67.02. PSG FSM 
(S Phillips, H Bradley, H Payne). 1, Carinsio 
78.58; 2, Don Archie (B Edwards) 70.11; 3, 
Remarkable (S Bradshaw) 67.5. inter I FSM 
(A Tissot, J Graham, J Ward). 1, Ti rsa 
74.71; 2, DJ (M Griffin) 74.72; 3, Ufano 71.33. 
GP FSM. 1, Caluna 72.38; 2, WG Rubins Nite 
(H Watson Greaves) 70.63; 3, Aldborough 
Rubenhall (B Hayler) 68.5. 8 March: YDH 
5yo Q (S Phillips). 1, Fyona (J Dunn) 8.78; 

2, Classic Flamboyant (R Hughes) 7.92; 3, 
Hawtins Sassi Neri (B Goodwin) 7.46. GP 
(A Tissot, J Graham, J Ward). 1, Caluna 
68.3; 2, WG Rubins Nite 67.27; 3, Mr Hyde (S 
Croxford) 67.03. 


Great deals on print and iPad subscriptions at www.horseandhoundsubs.co.uk/subs 
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Quadruple qualification: Emma Wooiiey and six-year old Special D stallion 
Eidorado are heading to four nationai classes at novice and elementary 


PATCHETTS 
WINTER REGIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS, HERTS 

28 February-3 March 


By Helen Triggs 

NATHALI E KAYALtook home 
three nationals tickets, including 
the coveted Magic prixstgeorges 
(PSG) freestyle championship. 

Over the years she has had lots 
of second and third placings to 
qualify forthe nationals and she 
overstepped her ambition of 
winning a regional championship 
by heading two. 

Nathalie rode a fluent, 
expressive test on DHI Homerun 
in the PSG, which featured 
dramatic music from an album 
called The Chronicles. 

“He has so much power in the 
arena,”said Nathalie, who has 
owned the 10-year-old Hochadel x 
Flemminghgeldingfortwo years. 

“I’ve not quite mastered it yet, 
but every couple of months he 
gains in confidence. I’m very 
excited to be going down the 
centre line on the gala evening at 
the nationals.’’ 

Nathalie rode DHI Bravo, a 
striking blue roan eight-year-old 
(Sydney x Goodtimes), to win the 
PDS Saddles elementary open 
freestyle and also qualify in the 
Equitop Myoplast elementary 
open class. 


“Hedid very well asayoung 
horse and then had a lot of time 
off with niggling injuries,” said 
Nathalie. “He’s over 17hh and it 
has taken time to be able to 
contain the power and not make 
too many mistakes.” 

The Buckinghamshire-based 
rider has a string of top quality 
horses, mostly sourced from DH I 
Performance Horses. 

Another of Nathalie’s, 
Woodcroft St Emillion (by San 
Moritz), was piloted by freelance 
rider Richard Hayward (see box, 
top right) to head the Bailey’s 
Horse Feeds novice open freestyle 
championship. The pair’s score 


was the highest of the day, close to 
the magical 80%. 

“ Nathal ie put together a 
programme using Pirates of the 
Car/bibeanmusic, and the judges 
seem to love it,” said Richard. 

“He’s one of the nicest horses I’ve 
had to ride, and he gave me 110%.” 

Four tickets to ride 

EMMA WOOLLEY had a fantastic 
show, qualifying her sister 
Jessica’s stallion Eldorado for all 
four classes entered at novice and 
elementary level. 

The dark bay six-year-old is by 
Special D and has been ridden by 
Emma since he was three. 


I wasn’t surprised 
he was full of 
himseif.butihadto 
keepchangingthe 
floorplanaswe 
went along 

Sadie Smith improvises with the 
freshstallionSpiridon.tohead 
the medium restricted freestyle 

“He felt very secure [in his 
tests] and really quite easy, so I 
could ride for all the marks it was 
possible to get,” said Emma, who 
trains with Hannah Esberger. 

“He’s a happy soul who just 
loves life.” 

2015 will be Eldorado’s first 
breeding season, available by 
artificial insemination (Al). 

Another impressive stallion 
danced and pranced his way to 
victory in the shape of Sarah Tyler- 
Evans’ black beauty Spiridon, 
ridden by Sadie Smith. 

Their road to winning the g 

Spillers medium restricted ^ 

freestyle championship was not | 

straightforward, as the eight-year- | 

old Sandro Hit stallion had a bite | 
on his withers in early February, i 

which meant that he could not be ^ 
ridden until just before the show. ^ 

He was a bit fresh, and threw in | 

a few extra moves during his test, k 
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the number of months sinceTig Abel’s 
novice horse Rococo had colic surgery 


Patchetts Winter Regionals 



New partnership Kate Cowell and Dahling claim a medium freestyle with 76.11% 



The fresh Spiridon (by Sando Hit) lands a medium music ticket with Sadie Smith 


“He’s hardly done anything 
other than qualify in the last six 
months, so I wasn’t surprised he 
was full of himself,’’ said Sadie. 

“I had to keep changing the 
f loorplan as we went along.’’ 

They performed to dramatic 
HansZimmerfilm music, which 
su ited the stal I ion ’s powerf u I 
movement. 

Stand-by jockey 

KATE COWELL was ridingtwo 
horses, Dahlingand Corchapin, 
who had come to her only three 
weeks before the show, after their 
usual rider Jo Hamilton’s serious 
riding accident (news, p5). 
Joqualified Dahling at medium 



Sirius Black III garners nines for walk 
and half-pass under Sonia Baines 


open freestyle and Corchapin at 
advanced medium open. 

The Lingh mare Dahling, owned 
by Olwen Lloyd, was nearly 4% 
clear of the field and, despite the 
newness of t he pa i ri ng, t hey rea I ly 
looked to have gel led. 

“It’s such an honourto have 
Jo’s horses while she is injured,” 
said Kate. “They are beautifully 
trained and Jo did all the hard 
work qualifying them for the 
regionals. We both train with Carl 
Hester, so possibly we have 
similar riding styles.” 

Kate picked up a wild card for 
her second place on Corchapin 
toJulieHugo-RossandAliviall in 
the Nupafeed advanced medium 
freestyle. 

Julie owns the 10-year-old Olivi 
mare with Frances White and rode 
to flute music, which suited the 
elegant mare very well and earned 
them a score of 76%. 

“The music has such a lift and it 
works really well in the changes 
and extended canter,” said Julie. 

“I hadn’t intended to bring her, 
but my other horse qualified 
at inter I so I put in an entry. 

She’s a lovely mare with an 
amazing canter. 

“At the beginning she was very 
difficult, but now she’s settled and 


HEARD IN THE STANDS 


DONNA MUIR, winner 
of the novice restricted 
freestyle with Cloughavoula Blaze, 
has her own musician to create 
her programme in the form of her 
husband, Nick. 

However, she says, she tends to 
change her mind and Nick has said 
“never again”. Maybe he’ll change 
h/s mind after her success? 

“IT is much more nerve- 
racking being an owner 
than ridingthe tests,” said 
Nathalie Kayal, who has given over 
the reins on one of her horses to 
Richard Hayward. 

“We’d met at Carl Hester’s and 
I saw him having a difficult ride at 
lastyear’s winter championships 


and liked how he handled 
the situation,” she said. 

THE rider’s worst 
nightmare? The 
soundtrack starts and it’s the 
wrong music. 

Daisy Coakley found herself 
creating a f loorplan on the hoof in 
her medium freestyle as her 
horse’s owner, Judy Firmston- 
Williams, had handed in her 
advanced medium music. She 
still managed 10th place. 

ALICE BEGG’S first place on 
Gluckaufand third place on 
Biggies Tosha in one of the prelim 
sections were advance presents 
for her 17th birthday two days later. 






is working at grand prix at home.” 

Daisy Coakley won the other 
advanced medium freestyle 
sectiononJudyFirmston- 
Williams’ Cleopatra II. The mare 
also qualified forthe advanced 
medium restricted class, as did 
Daisy’s own horse, Urbanus VI. 

He will have an unusual 
preparation forthe dressage 
championships, as he will event at 
Gatcombe Horse Trials in the 
weeks before. 

A frosty preparation 

SIRIUS BLACKIII claimed the 
advanced medium open 
championship with Sonia Baines. 
He was previously ridden by Peter 
Storr, and was bought by Alison 
Singleton in October last year. 

“We had a fortnight to prepare 
for today as our arena has been 
frozen for two months,” said Sonia. 
“ I made some mistakes and he 
broke twice in the canter, but he 


got nines for his extended walk 
and half-passes.” 

Amateur rider Claire [Tig] 

Abel qualified two for Hartpury. 
Rococo took a second place in 
the Blue Chip novice open, and 
Rowan Magic (Roo) won the 
advanced medium restricted. 

Roo is a large horse with a 
big canter. 

“ I was pleased with his canter 
serpentine as it can be quite 
difficult to get him organised, 
balanced and in the right place in 
the changes,” said Claire. 

Rowan Magic has been to 
Hartpury every year that Claire 
has had him. In 2013 he fractured 
a tooth in his upper jaw which had 
to be removed through the side of 
his face, leaving a hole in his sinus. 

He has been back in work for a 
year, but suffers periodic 
infections and the opposite tooth 
in his lower jaw requires regular 
attention as it grows a spur. H&H 


Results 


KBIS prelim 17 sec A (A Scott, J Head, M 
Terry). 1, Gluckauf (A Begg) 72.18; 2, Dr 
Jonathan (B Franklin) 69.42; 3, Biggies Tosha 
(A Begg) 69.29. sec B (J Firmston-Williams, 

M Ruddock, K Ratcliffe). 1, BKS Brandini (C 
Bennett) 74.81; Shakira III (C Freed) 71.09; Paolo 
De Rosa (J Burgess) 70.71. Blue Chip nov 39 
sec A (J Rooney, P Bushell, E Mackie). 1, 
Eldorado (E Woolley) 70.74; 2, Sympatica (M 
Schleicher) 69.66; 3, Breezer (S Nelson) 69.08. 
sec B (J Head, K Ratcliffe, A Nicell). 1, San 
Diego V (J Thompson) 71.44; 2, Rococo (C Abel) 
71.09; 3, Herman (S Thorndale) 70.29. rest (K 
Barker, C Porterfield, A Nicell). 1, Belissima 
(C Sweeney) 71.26; 2, Sarindar (S Jones) 70.63; 

3, D Alies Dance (T Hewlett) 69.37. Equitop 
Myoplast elem 59 (C Ballantyne, L Whetstone, 
M Robley). 1, Eldorado 73.49; 2, DHI Bravo (N 
Kayal) 73.18; 3, San Diego V 71.88. rest (J Head, 

J McGarel-Groves, K Barker). 1, Aktie D (L 
Eield) 70.99; 2, Whitewood Starburst (R Slough) 
70.52; 3, Keystone Washington (J Beckwith) 

70.31. Albion med 75 (S Andrews, W Filtness, 

J Robinson). 1, Don Dante (0 Cooper) 71.44; 2, 
Arrow (E Johnson) 67.79; 3, Rembrandt DDH (C 
Hole) 67.75. rest (C Ballantyne, L Whetstone, 

A Scott). 1, Crack The Code (J T urney) 67.57; 

2, Penhaligon Rockstein (C Smith) 66.53; 3, 
Shannondale Classic (C Hall) 66.49. Charles 
Owen adv med (M Robley, A Darken, S 
Andrew). 1, Sirius Black III (S Baines) 71.75; 2, 


Brasil P (J Ward) 70.22; 3, Corchapin (K Cowell) 
70.22. rest (J Head, J Robinson, L Wall). 1, 
Rowan Magic (C Abel) 69.69; 2, Cleopatra II (D 
Coakley) 69.43; 3, Urbanus VI (D Coakley) 67.24. 
Bailey’s Horse Feeds nov FSM (N Herbert, J 
Wood, W Filtness). 1, Woodcroft St Emillion 
(R Hayward) 79.35; 2, Eldorado 77.22; 3, Bocelli 
(T Reeve Smith) 76.67. rest (K Mepham, J 
McGarel-Groves, J Gillett). 1, Cloughavoula 
Blaze (D Muir) 74.83; 2, Killy Prince (S Hall) 

73.24; 3, Catmint (M Baseley) 71.2. PDS saddles 
elem FSM (A Hessay,L Jenkins, J Wood). 1, 
DHI Bravo 74.1; 2, Dior UKH (J Rudd) 73.78 3, 
Eldorado 73.65. rest (P Bushell, M Robins, D 
Wardle). 1, Balinmore Blue Max (K Ward) 73.4; 
2, Ben III (L Walkling) 72. 3, Serious Black (J Kent) 
72.12. Spillers med FSM (L Wall, A Darken, 

S Pidgley). 1, Dahling (K Cowell) 76.11; 2, 
Spellbound Tobias (P Hayler) 72.83; 3, Candover 
Dramatico (N Gregory) 72.5. rest (K Fox, G 
Leverett, A Hessay). 1, Spiridon (S Smith) 
72.83; 2, Aramis I (R Kingswood) 70; 3, Urban 
Knight (J Littlejohn) 68.94. Nupafeed adv med 
FSM sec A (K Fox, E Mackie, J Burtwell). 1, 
Cleopatra II 74.17; 2, Hochadel’s Black Pearl (A 
Hardwick) 73.39; 3, Rowan Magic 73.28. sec B 
(W Filtness, M Ruddock, D Wardle). 1, Alivia 
II (J Hugo Ross) 76; 2, Corchapin 73.61; 3, Ufano 
I (R Edwards) 73.39. Magic PSG FSM. 1, DHI 
Homerun (N Kayal) 74.96; 2, Ufano 1 73.08; 3. 
Special (T Reeve Smith) 72.29. 


Great deals on print and iPad subscriptions at www.horseandhoundsubs.co.uk/subs 


12 MARCH 2015 • HORSE & HOUND 39 








|_||^|_|| I^LITQ The latest competition 
ni^riLl^n l O newsinyourarea 





NORTH-WEST 

On the up — Sonya Hall 
claims a double with her 
striking Edgevale Kolor 
Code mare Olympus * 
Kaleidascope 


# NORTH-WEST 


By Jo Prestwich 
SONYAHALLputthe 
disappointment ofthebig“E”at 
the winter regionals behind her 
— where she was eliminated for 
carrying a whip. At Beaver Hall 
EC, Staffs (28 February), she won 
both the advanced medium 
qualifier and advanced 102 on 
Olympus Kaleidascope. 

The strikingly marked seven- 
year-old (Edgevale Kolor Kode x 
Fleetwater Opposition) was 
bought as a just-backed four-year- 
old from Liz Jackson. 

“I was lookingforsomethinga 
bit smaller,” said Sonya, who was 
diagnosed with multiple sclerosis 
five years ago. “Ideally I was 
looking for something with a 
little bit of experience, but Liz 
persuaded me to come to try 
her and once I got on, I didn’t 



» - 


NORTH-WEST Shamon Glynn is one 
of two winners aboard Evomo,at novice 

want to get off. 

She’s not what I normally buy 
but she is fab — a really smart, 
intelligent little horse.” 

Sharron Glynn and Sara Lawton 
each won a class on Evorno at 


Arley Moss EC, Cheshire 
(27 February). Sharron topped the 
novice and Sara the prelim. It was 
a first outing since last autumn for 
the Westenwindx Ferro gelding 
and a first competition outingfor 
Sara on him. 

“ It’s too cold for competing 
through the winter,” quipped 
Sharron, who is aiming to 
qualify for Area Festivals at 
novice this year. 

Gemma Abram and her 
homebred Fanta Rose won the 
prelim and novice qualifiers at 
Tushingham Arena, Cheshire 
(1 March). The five-year-old is by 
Santana out of the Friesian/ 
warmblood mare Debonnaire, 
who was competed to advanced 
level by Steph Croxford. 

“ It was only her second show 
and she was amazing,” said 
Gemma, who trains with 
Tracy Tomlinson. 


•south-west 


By Annabel Kerby 

STEPHEN WAY and the former 
advanced event horse Secret 
Picnic dominated the novice 34 
open qualifier at West Wilts EC 
(26 February) earning 77.9% 
before also headingthe 
elementary 50 open qualifier. 

“She broke down three years 
ago and has since bred a foal, so 
she owes us nothing, said 
Salisbury-based Stephen, who 
rides the 19-year-old for Helen 
Macri and Kate Hort. “But we are 
both havingfun and to qualify for 
the nationals would be a dream.” 

Sonya Fitch- Peyton claimed 
both a novice open and the prelim 
qualifier open section on the 
Connemara five-year-olds 
Corrigeenroe Conorand 
Ballyconneely Rebel respectively, 
both of whom she bought from 
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6 the number of Connemaras Sonya Fitch-Peyton , N 

hasboughtfrom Ireland to produce sponsored animaN=tf 



SOUTH-WEST Former eventer Secret Picnic amd Stephen Way take two wins 



SOUTH-EAST Hard work with Armageddon pays off for Zoe Griffiths at preiim 


the Clifton Sales in Ireland. 

“I bought four ponies unbroken 
two years ago to produce, and 
have since been back to buy two 
more, said Sonya, who is trained 
by Cara Hayward and works as a 
yard managerforTim Billington. 

“This time I tried to buy bay 
ones as I’ve got fed up of washing 
thegreys all the time. 

“They can be a bit wild at first, 
but they all have such fantastic 
temperaments that they are fun 
to bringon. I’m hopingto keep 
Corrigeenroe Conor as a flagship 
pony for the yard as he is 
exceptional on the flat.’’ 

Equine physical therapist 
Rachel Howe, from Street, headed 
both the elementary restricted 
qualifierandthe medium 61 
restricted class at Bicton College, 
Devon (1 March), on her seven- 
year-old roan. Top Of The Pops. 


• CENTRAL 


By Stephanie Bateman 
EVENTER Laurence Hunt kicked 
off his 2015 campaign in style with 
a double novice win at Witham 
Villa, Leics (23 February) riding 
six-year-old Darco. 

“ H e has evented , but we 
thought we’d do dressage instead 
because he moves so nicely,’’ said 
Laurence of the gelding by 
Numero Uno. “He’s got lots of 
presence and a fantastic 
temperament and, but I’ve never 
competed above medium, so if he 
goes higher, I might be stuffed!” 


A level student Emily Hedger 
won the prix st georges (PSG) with 
71.97% at Vale View, Leics 
(1 March), aboard 19-year-old 
schoolmaster 
O’Donner.She 
has owned the 
horse for three 
years and is on 
the junior riders 
promising squad 

“He’s been 
a great 

schoolmaster,” 
said Emily of the 
gelding by 
Donnerschlag. 

“I used to ride a 
skewbald cob, so 
it was a bit of a jump.” 

Police officer Claire Marston 
and six-year-old Showgirl took 


I dragged Showgirl 
out ofthefield that 
afternoon, washed 
her and off we went 
— shefitsinwithmy 
busy family life 

Claire Marston 

on herdoubleelementary winner 


bothelementaries at 

Swallowf ield EC, Warks 
(1 March). 

“I dragged her out ofthefield 
that afternoon, 
washed her and 
off we went,” 
said Claire, who 
has owned the 
mare by 
Showmaker 
since she was a 
yearling. 

“She’s quite 
easy and fits in 
with my busy 
family life.” 

Also at 
Swallowfield, 
Laura Wollen scored the highest 
percentage of the day — 78.79% 
— when winning novice 22 with 



CENTRAL Emily Hedger tops a PSG with Donnerschlag schoolmaster O’Donner 


Julie Steed’s five-year-old 
Woodcroft Francisco, by 
Fidertanz. They also won novice 
38 with 76.45%. 

“ He’s a horse we want to 
preserve for the future,” said 
Laura. “We call him Saint Frank 
because he’s so easy.” 


O SOUTH-EAST 


By Celia Cadwallader 
NEWLY affiliated Zoe Griffiths and 
the 10-year-old Armageddon 
(Heartbreakerx Concorde) 
followed a plus-68% prelim debut 
at Stilebridge (20 February), with 
double prelim wins on 74.8% and 
75.65% at Saddlesdane, Kent 
(1 March). 

“I bought ‘Doolie’ 18 months 
ago and started from scratch,” 
said Zoe. “His front end was in 
one county and the back in 
another. He had no idea of working 
in an outline. 

“His papers suggest he was 
bred to jump but he mostly seems 
to have been hacked. Frances 
Wilson, my trainer, introduced 
herself to me at an unaffiliated 
show, and said how talented he 
was. She’s boosted my 
confidence and got him going in 
such a super way.” 

Ex-racehorse Mumtaz Begum 
took both elementaries under 
Clare Bull, on only Clare’s second 
time on board the horse. The 
thoroughbred will be adding yet 
another dimension to her 
versatility this year (see box,p40). 
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Dressage highlights 


THOROUGHBRED VERSATILITY 


“YOU can’t train temperament, but I can 
train the rest,” says Mumtaz Begum’s 
owner Virginia Rider, talking of the fourth 
former racehorse she has produced 
pri marily for the showring. The Kyllachy- 
sired mare (pictured, right) won at 
elementary this week ridden by Clare Bull 
(see South-East report, p39). 

Virginia has owned the 10-year-old 
since shortly after she left racing at eight. 
She explained: “I like to produce them 
from nothing to something, then start 
again. I’ve broken vertebrae three times 
in falls. 

“I don’t buy anything at all spooky. I do 


the hacking and project manage my Team 
Tuscan’ horses’ training and show careers. 

“In dressage we’ve taken ‘Ninja’from 
walk and trot to victory at elementary with 
Tania Dahdi and Clare. Last year, Sara 
Haddow, her show rider, had county wins 
in Racehorse to Riding Horse classes and 
they finished eighth in the large riding 
horse class at the Royal International. 

“With Claire Carter, her jumping rider, 
she also competed in the autumn Milton 
Keynes three-day event. 

“We’re now training with Claire Lewis 
with a view to showing her under side- 
saddle.” 



Despite disappointment at the 
Merrist Wood regionals when 
nerves affected Woodcroft 
Schwarzdramont, he and Jaime 
Edwards were back on track at 
Pachesham, Surrey 
(28 February). They followed a 
71.25% overall win in the 
elementary 59 with a first win at 
medium on 65.68%. 

“I’ve hardly ridden a medium 
in 10 years, so I was rusty,” said 
Jaime. “There’s a lot more to 
come.” 

Jen Sadler’s seven-year-old 


Rubican (by Keystone Rhondeo), 
won elementary 40 with 70.97% 
under Rosie Andrews at Step 
Aside, West Sussex (25 February). 

“ He’s a joy to ride, and after a 
winter spent training he’s come 
out a much more mature horse,” 
said Rosie. 


# WALES & WEST 


By Andrea Oakes 

SOPHIE COXand Empire Of The 
Sun topped the leaderboard in a 
high-scoring day at Burrows 



Bright future for ‘little showman’ Daf ira 


DAFIRA is provingan exciting new prospect in the hands of Carl 
Hester’s protegee Amy Woodhead. 

Sue and Rob Fearis’ Lord Leatherdale gelding (pictured, above) 
headed the novice 38 qualifier with 78.39% on his first outing last 
month, at Hartpury College. He then won the novice and elementary 
qualifiers at Burrows Court Farm, Glos (25 February), notching up 
scores of wel I over 70%. 

“He’s a real little showman,” said Amy, who has been riding 16hh 
“Daffy” under Carl’s guidance for six months. “He’s not fazed by 
competition and is exactly the same in the arena as in the warm-up. He 
competed outside for the first time at Burrows Court and definitely 
rose to the occasion.” 

Daffy’s Guernsey-based owners bought him from Carl as a 
three-year-old and were at Burrows Court to see him compete for 
the first time. 

“Carl did tell me that if Daffy had been a hand bigger I would never 
have had a look-in,” laughed Sue. “He takes the eye and Amy is a lovely, 
calm rider — they suit each other.” 


Court Farm, Glos (25 February). 
They headed the open novice 28 
with 77.08%. 

The six-year-old Spielberg 
gelding overcame his travel ling 
phobia to make a successful start 
to his affiliated career last 
autumn. 

“He would digthe floor and 
have a complete meltdown, but he 
can cope with the journey now,” 
said Sophie, who spent time 
loading him on and off the lorry 
and going out for short trips. “It 
was a slow process but worth it. 

“I like his movement and 
personality,” added Sophie, who 
trains with Jo Graham and Islay 
Auty. “He’s really trainable and 
wants to learn.” 

Holme Park Flaunt scored a 
75% prelim 14 qualifier win and 
took the restricted novice 28, 
surprising his owner Alexandra 
Stanley in the process. 

“He’s normally quite tense and 
spooky, so I just don’t know what 
made him go so well,” said 
Alexandra, who has owned 
“Freddie”, a 15.2hh chestnut 
gelding, for sixyears. “We even 
got a nine for our centre line — 

I’m not sure how, as we can’t 


even walk in a straight line!” 

Trainer Catherine Porter has 
been helping Alexandra deal with 
Freddie’s spookiness. 

“Catherine suggested I keep 
him busy with quick transitions so 
that he’s listening to me,” said 
Alexandra, who works as a 
receptionist in a hair salon. “I 
haven’t competed Freddie since 
last September because I 
changed jobs and was too busy 
with work, but he has definitely 
come back on form.” 


# SCOTLAND 


By Melanie Scott 

TIME concentrating on training 
paid off for Layna Martin at 
Muirmill EC, Ayrshire 
(15 February). She achieved the 
day’s highest score — 74.79% — 
to lead a qualifying novice class 
with Milo II. 

“We’ve not been out competing 
since October,” said Layna. “We’ve 
been having monthly f latwork 
lessons with David Gatherer and 
there’s been a big difference in 
Milo. He’s lengthened his neck, 
taken the contact down, and 
relaxed.” 



SCOTLAND Gastador LXII daims his first novice points under Victoria Giadwyn 


42 HORSE & HOUND • 12 MARCH 2015 


www.horseandhound.co.uk 








Pictures by Celia Cadwallader, Gerry King, www.stephenhammonphotography.co.uk and www.kevinsparrow.co.uk 


scored byOlympiaM&M champion Moelview 
Prince Consortat prelim— from Jennie Loriston-Clarke 




he was only 12 years old. 

“All his youngstock are doing 
really well, and ‘Nut’ is no 
exception,” said Maggie. “They all 
move well, like theirsire and dam. 
The tests at Forest Edge went 
smoothly and Nut was paying 
attention. He jumps as well, and 
he hunted a few times last year. 
Like most Connemara crosses, he 
is quite versatile.” 

The only plus-70% score at 
Penning Farm, Cambs 
(28 February), went to Kari Nash 
and Cerda’s Delight, who posted 
72.9% at novice. Cerda’s Delight 
is a 15-year-old 15.2hh part-bred 
Irish draught mare, whom Kari has 
had for four years. 

“We came to BD only last 
March, after starting lessons with 
Anne Ratcliffe,”said Kari, who did 
“mostlyjumpingand cross- 
country” before joining BD. 

“Anne really encouraged me to 


EAST Kari Nashand, who joined British Dressage only last March, posts 72.9% at novice riding her own Gerdi’s Delight 


go for it, even though my horse’s 
conformation is not ideal for 
dressage. 

“I’m really proud of ‘Blue’as we 
managed to qualify for the 2014 
summer regionals and this year’s 
winters.This was the firsttime I 
have done that particu lar test and 
it was extremely windy.” 


By Jo Prestwich 

KATE JACKSON and her Welsh/ 
Cleveland Bay mare Pembridge 
Dym Sharydd topped both 
novices at Epworth EC, Lines 
(1 March). The daughter of 
Pembridge Midshipman was 
bought through word of mouth 
and over the phone. 

“I was looking for something a 
bit bigger and it was suggested I 
went to Pembridge Stud,” Kate 
said. “ I saw a photo of her and fell 
in love with the image she 
presented. I still can’t believe I 
bought her over the phone!” 

Kate trains with Tracy Rivett 
and gets home to ride once a 
month from university, where 
she is studying for a degree in 

I saw a photo of 
Pembridge Dym 
Sharydd and fell in 
love with the image. 
I still can’t believe 
I bought her over 
the phone 

Kate Jackson’s impulse buy 
wins two novices 


English language and linguistics. 

“Luckily my mum, Jane, rides 
and schools her for me in 
between,” she said. 

Chris McCrann rode 
Moonshine 1 1, the last of his 
homebreds, to win the novice 28 
at Richmond EC, North Yorks 
(28 February). The nine-year-old 
is by the Irish draught stallion 
Touch Of The Blues, who was 
exported to America, out of Chris’ 
CCI* mare Starlight Express. 

“He’sthe ultimate pleasure 
horse,” said Chris, who is planning 
to let a junior rider event the horse 
this season. “He’s won Irish 
draught classes in the showring, 
alongside jumping, and if time 
allows I will try and qualify him for 
the regionals — although it was 
enough of a task gett i ng to the 
venue and remembering the test!” 


By Helen Triggs 

IT’S not often you enter a prelim 
testto find thejudge is Jennie 
Loriston-Clarke, former BD 
Chairman and dressage 
Olympian. But that was the 
experience of show rider 
Samantha Roberts at Sparsholt 
College, Hants (28 February), and 
the result was an astonishing 
86.74% score on Helen Skirton’s 
Welsh section B stallion, Moelview 
Prince Consort. 

The five-year-old show pony 
had not competed since he won 
the mountain and moorland 
championship at Olympia in 
December. 

“Dressage is good discipline for 
him and keeps him interested,” 
said Samantha. 

Rachael Clark’s Zelanza (by 


NORTH Chris McGrann has high hopes for‘ultimate pleasure horse’ Moonshine II 


Layna has owned the 10-year- 
old part-thoroughbred gelding for 
six years, and competes at British 
Eventing (BE)IOO. 

“ I plan to move up to BE novice 
and also try elementary shortly,” 
said Layna. “I was so pleased with 
his score, he just went in relaxed 
and strutted his stuff.” 

BHSI lain Couttie collected 
three wins. He won two 
elementaries at plus-70% with his 
daughter Rebecca’s Chellano Z 
13-year-old Che. He also 
deputised for Lesley Storrie to win 
a novice with Gallantino VD 
Kempenhoeve, a nine-year-old by 
Pavarotti Van De Helle. 

At Fountain EC, Aberdeenshire 
(28 February) Victoria G ladwy n 
rode Andalusian PREgelding 
Gastador LXI I to collect his first 
novice points. 

Gastador, an eight-year-old 
by Urgente XI I , is owned by 
Wendy Wallace. 

“I’ve had the privilege of taking 
on the ride this year,” said Victoria. 
“Having only ridden him fora 
couple of months this was our 
first event. 

“He’s a fabulous character and 
is proving to be very trainable. He 
was a little insecure in his way of 
going and had a few green 
moments, but showed a lot of 
promise for the future.” 


By Selene Scarsi 

AT Forest Edge Arena, Norfolk 
(25 February), Maggie Davies 
posted impressive novice wins — 
75.92% and 74.65% — on 
Nataniel Nutmeg. 

The homebred 16.1hh is by the 
14.2hh Connemara stallion 
Fenrose Bonny Blue out of the 
thoroughbred Broughton Lady. 
The wins were particularly 
poignant as Maggie lost Bonny 
Blue just before Christmas, when 


• south 


EAST 


NORTH 
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Dressage highlights 


Lauries Crusador) redeemed 
herself after a disappointing 
regionals with two good wins at 
advanced medium at Bury Farm, 
Bucks (28 February). 

Rachael’s other ride, Emma 
Gausden’s Daddys Hit, won his 
first medium test. 

“Zelanza is very talented but 
not confident in her ability,” said 
Rachael. “It’s taken a longtime to 
get her out of her shell. Her canter 
work is awesome so she is capable 
of big marks. 

“I rode Daddys Hit quite safely 
in the first test,” added Rachael. “ I 
thought ‘come on’ in the second 


one and got almost 70%.” 

At Wellington Riding, Hants 
(2 March), the centre’s former 
chief instructor James Burtwell 
was back on form after a break of 
3^2 years from competing, until 
recently. He won both 
elementaries on Burlington B, a 
six-year-old by Benvenuto he 
bought as a three-year-old. 

“ I was a bit ring-rusty and 
had forgotten what fun it is to 
compete,” said James, who 
will shortly take the gelding 
for two weeks’ training in 
Germany with Monica 
Theodorescu.H&H 



Results 


BICTON COLLEGE 

Devon, 28 Feburary-1 March 

Prelim 15Q.- 1, Koos (B Wright) 65.22. rest.- 1, 

Sam (S Tancock) 70.22; 2, Khoya China Doll (P 

Burner) 68.7; 3, Pentrefelin Miss May (A Williams) 

65.65. prelim 17Q.— 1, Koos 63.27. rest.— 1, 

Khoya China Doll 66.92; 2, Moher Prince (N 
Candelaria) 65.77; 3, Gulliver III (J Clive) 64.42. 
nov22.— 1, Extasia (L Summers) 70.96; 2, Red 
Smiley (A Robinson-Barr) 64.83; 3, Sutherland (C 
Collett) 61.55. rest.— 1, Holywel Samber Dancer (J 
Lo-Vel) 67.24; 2, Castleview Paddy (A Hopwood) 
66.03; 3, Welstan Aidan (M Hutchinson-Field) 

64.83. nov37Q.— 1, Extasia 69.82; 2, Red Smiley 
65.7; 3, Sutherland 64.1. rest.— 1, Holywel Samber 
Dancer 66.4; 2, T redellans Danny Boy (S Axten) 
65.54; 3, Castleview Paddy 62.32. elem 43.— 1, 
Penhaligon Rubin Noir (L Hutchinson) 68.97; 2, 
Langaller Sunlight (M Pascoe) 68.45. rest.— 1, 
Diamond Solar Eclipse (B Lloyd) 66.03; 2, Shanbo 
Hazelnut (P McNulty) 63.79. elem 57Q.- 1, 
Langaller Sunlight 69.64; 2, Donizetti II (V Caroline) 
67.86; 3, Penhaligon Rubin Noir (L Hutchinson) 
66.25. rest.— 1, Top Of The Pops (R Howe) 71.79; 

2, Donizetti II 67.86; 3, Diamond Solar Eclipse 
55.71. med 61 rest.— 1, Top Of The Pops 67.41; 

2, Irish Mist (C Collett) 60.52. med 75Q rest— 1, 
Irish Mist 66.08. adv med 94 rest— 1, Lucardo 
(J Jefferys) 62.65. adv med 98Q.— 1, Vooira (L 
Baker) 70.39. rest— 1, Aladdins Bazaar (L Towl) 
66.18; 2, Lucardo 64.08. adv 105.— 1, Dantino (L 
Hutchinson) 68.61; 2, Amor HJ (A Parkyn) 66.67. 
rest— 1, Aladdins Bazaar 62.64. PSG.— 1, Dantino 
67.11; 2, Amor HJ 66.71. para: gr IV 41 rest- 1, 
The Dutchman (J Milne) 66.67; 2, Hot Chocolate 
(H Hayward) 66.04. gr IV nov rest— 1, The 
Dutchman 65.94; 2, Hot Chocolate 65.63. gr II nov 
rest.— 1, The Silver Surfer (Z Squirrell) 66.9. gr lb 
nov rest — 1, T refeinon Crocus (AM Cole) 70.48. 
gr II team.— 1, The Silver Surfer 67.65. gr lb team 
rest.— 1, T refeinon Crocus 68.6. gr III ind Q.— 1, 
LJT Bacchus (D Criddle) 71.1. gr II ind ch Q.- 1, 

My Rubicon (E Chanin) 71.14. 

BURY FARM 

Beds, 23 February 

Prelim 17Q rest (C Alston).— 1, Esprit De Leau (M 
McBride) 67.5; 2, Country Ways (M Richardson) 
67.3; 3, Katja (J Campbell) 66.36. prelim 19Q (P 
Connolly).— 1, Tribe (C Curan) 6C46; 2, Country 
Ways 63.63; 3, Katja 63.4. nov 23 (C Alston).- 1, 
Dayrell’s Miss Honey (J T urney) 69.63; 2, Falco V 
(A Nash) 68.7; 3, Eaton I (M Day) 67.59. rest- 1, 
Cashelbay Firm Friends (D Dobson) 63.33; 2, 
Witness A Dream (R Pocock) 61.48; 3, Lester (M 
Joyce) 60.55. nov 38Q (R Tipping).— 1, Eaton I 
71.77; 2, Kilgaron Kontender (L Bradley) 70.48; 3, 
Casario (E Forsyth) 66.93. rest— 1, It’s Toyboy (F 
Woolman) 69.51; 2, Dassett Design (K Reddrop) 
67.41; 3, Witness A Dream 64.67. elem 43 (S 
Lown).— 1, Kilgaron Kontender 68.27; 2, Crack 
The Code (J Turney) 68.1; 3, Nolton Florentine (V 
Lovell) 67.58. rest— 1, Dornik Gold (S Rixon) 66.2; 
2, Wixstone Oona (M Serdet) 65.34; 3, Artist Grey 
(S Cambridge) 63.27. elem 57Q (A Duck).— 1, 
Crack The Code 70.89; 2eq, Darlingscott (E 
Forsyth) & Designer Label (K Head) 67.5. rest— 

1, Waddox (C Wooley) 67.85; 2, Spot Awole (S 
Paddock) 66.42; 3, Wixstone Oona 65.89. med 
69 (P Bushell).- 1, Contis (E Eltham) 65.75; 2, 

DHI Cuba (R Waine) 65.45; 3, Daddys Hit (R Clark) 

64.84. rest— 1, Foxcourt Accola (J T urney) 63.33; 

2, Buster (J Taylor) 59.54. med 75Q.- 1, Daddys 
Hit 69.73; 2, DHI Cuba 67.02; 3, Contis 66.21. 
rest— 1, Foxcourt Accola 67.29; 2, DHI Lightning Z 
(D Duggan) 63.78; 3, Glanhirin Jasper’s Jamboree 
(G Dilley) 61.35. adv med 85.— 1, Zelanza (R Clark) 
70.14. rest— 1, Soltair Justice (E Forsyth) 66.32; 2, 
DHI Lightning Z(J Nissen) 63.38; 3, DHI Sancerre 
IV (D Duggan) 62.05. adv med 98Q (J Firmston- 
Williams).— 1, Zelanza 67.5; 2, Aboriginal (M 
Webb) 67.5. rest— 1, Sir Stanley (C Evans) 61.18. 
PSG Q.- 1, GF Deville (D Greenwood) 73.15; 2, 


Half Moon Bardolino (R Drane) 67.76; 3, Cambel B 
(R Hughes) 67.63. inter I Q.— 1, Kermo’s Dinaro 
Star (T Wright) 63.02. PYO.- 1, Ruby Rose II 
(A Shirtcliffe) para gr II ind 74.57; 2, Ruby Rose 
II para gr II team 72.06; 3, Acapello Foldager (K 
Maxted) 68. 

FOUNTAIN EC 

Aberdeen, 28 February 
Prelim 15Q rest (H Purvis).— 1, Kaledonia Royal 
(I Campbell) 71.3; 2, Chinook II (L Shand) 66.3; 3, 
Alphie (C Kean) 64.89. prelim 17 rest (P Baker).- 

1, Kaledonia Royal 71.73; 2, Verity (K Gill) 68.65; 

3, Edelweiss (A Miller) 66.15. nov 23.— 1, Denika 
R (I Fraser) 66.11; 2, Gastador LXII (V Gladwyn) 
64.7. rest- 1, Apollo HIS (A West) 71.11; 2, Jack 
XI (C Rankin) 67.96; 3, Counterpoint (S Cardno) 
66.11. nov 37Q (V Graham).- 1, Gastador LXII 
62.68. rest- 1, Apollo HIS 68.39; 2, Dakota IX 
(A McGovern) 66.96; 3, Jack XI 65.18. elem 53Q 
rest.— 1, Cornelia (J Masson) 68.36. med 69 
rest.— 1, Cyprys IV (S McKen) 64.09. med 73Q 
rest— 1, Baihagarty Harvest Gold (J Burnett) 
66.76; 2, Baihagarty Lord Thomas (J Eddie) 64.12. 
adv med 94 rest— 1, Baihagarty Harvest Gold 
63.53. 

KEYSOE 

Beds, 24-25 Februaiy 

24 Feb: nov 37.— 1, Diablo Dancer (C Gleeson) 
66.25. elem 57 rest— 1, Glenlivet II (H Babington- 
Smith) 64.29; 2, Soliet (K Aspinall) 62.68. med 73 
rest— 1, Glenlivet II 66.47. adv med 92 rest— 1, 
Elroon (V Gilby) 65.81. PSG.— 1, Flammengold (K 
Holder- Vale) 61.84. nov FSM Q.- 1, Freestyle R 
(A Brown) 69.44; 2, Randolph X (S Lucas) 68.61. 
elem FSM Q.— 1, EDS Elegast Van Sombeke 
(K Bates) 68.85; 2, Randolph X 67.12. rest- 1, 
Saetillano NVW (K Gubler) 64.04. med FSM 
Q.— 1, V Stravinsky (S Lucas) 65.17. rest— 1, 
Faconnable (A Collins) 66.17; 2, T obias T rotwood 
(M Fowles) 64.33. adv med FSM Q.— 1, Elroon 
67.2. PSG FSM Q.- 1, Alivia II (J Hugo-Ross) 

70.13; 2, Flammengold 61.13. 25 Feb: prelim 17 (R 
Baldwin).— 1, SJL Convince Me (J Martell) 77.88. 
rest.— 1, Lowmoor Neptune (C Leadbeater) 71.92; 

2, Forever Freddy (S Fagan) 67.12; 3, Ef igurante 
(L Shotton) 66.54. prelim 19Q.— 1, Woodcroft 
Kracker (A Brown) 77.5; 2, SJL Convince Me 74.09. 
rest.— 1, Lowmoor Neptune 71.59; 2, Efigurante 
67.73; 3, Sambeau (K Mahaffey) 67.5. nov 23.- 1, 
Freestyle R 75.37; 2, Woodcroft Kracker 75; 3, Deja 
Vu II (D Atkinson) 74.26. rest— 1, Abbotswood 
Gorgie Boy (V Thirlwell) 59.07; 2, Lantenders Gold 
(J Goff) 58.7. nov39Q.- 1, Freestyle R 75.52; 2, 
Deja Vu II 68.79. rest.— 1, Forever Freddy 62.59. 
elem 45 (A Bostock).— 1, Wiseguy VII (R Smith) 
67.93; 2, Boris VII (R Smith) 66.38. rest- 1, Afitilla 
J (S Darvill) 60.69; 2, Rushtons Ranger (S Green) 
60. elem 59Q.- 1, Wiseguy VII 68.44; Boris VII 
65.16. rest— 1, Afitilla J 61.88; 2, Rushtons Ranger 
60.47. med 61.— 1, Lockley Quest (D Steans) 
64.14; 2, Royal Eye (S Haines) 62.76; 3, Devil May 
Care (S Field) 62.41. rest— 1, Birchwood Jay Kay 
(T Neal) 60.69. med 75Q (M Robins).- 1, Don 
Dante (0 Cooper) 71.76; 2, Orion Vestervang (B 
Skipper) 63.11; 3, Lord Navedis (S Reeve-Smith) 
62.43. adv med 98Q.- 1, Lord Navedis 63.55; 2, 
That’s So Just William (M Jackson) 61.45; 3, Zsu 
Zso (I Whiting) 60.26. rest— 1, Riesenstern (K 
Richards) 64.34. PSG.- 1, Vincente II (H Boswell) 
67.5; 2, Utopia III (0 Steans) 64.87; 3, WS Dominic 
(K Byrom) 63.55. PYO.- 1, That’s So Just William 
inter 1 58.95. 

SPARSHOLT COLLEGE 

Hants, 28 Februaiy 

Prelim 15Q (J Loriston-Clarke).— 1, Captain 
Spiffing (R Morris) 71.3; 2, Fitzcarraldo (A Charbert) 
70.22; 3, Tremarr Flashlight (N Lomax), rest— 1, 
Moelview Prince Consort (S Roberts) 86.74; 2, 
Uskerty Siobahn (S Roberts) 78.04; 3, Imperial 
Ruby (S Roberts) 75.87. prelim 19Q (M Keen).- 


1, Captain Spiffing 72.5; 2, Acolido (M Bates) 

71.59; 3, Templar Favour (E Kelly) 70. rest— 1, 
Mumaathel (G East) 70.91; 2, Flightline Lucas (J 
Pickup) 70.68; 3, Imperial Ruby 70.68. nov 23 
(C Weston).— 1, D Mockingbird (A Clark) 74.44; 

2, Southern Cross Brisbane (F Gready) 67.04; 3, 
Saris Salsa (S Goddard) 63.7. rest— 1, Pitingo II (S 
Malpass) 70.93; 2, Wiusenblume II (K Donaghue) 
68.15; 3, Paintball Picture Perfect (S Wilson) 67.59. 
nov 38Q (J Wellham).— 1, Premier Into The Black 
(D Jackson) 71.61; 2, Saris Salsa 71.13; 3, Durdles (E 
Kelly) 68.06. rest.— 1, Pitingo II 73.87; 2, Paintball 
Picture Perfect 72.1; 3, Simply Red II (B Almond) 
70.97. elem 43 (B Marshall).— 1, Zinedine Zidan 
(M Kent) 69.66; 2, Real Magic (W Lightbown) 
65.69; 3, Premier Into The Black 59.48. rest— 1, 
Mylor II (TTrant) 63.45; 2, Zavier (L Butterworth) 
62.76; 3, Favory Valencia (KCarrall-Wilcocks) 
61.55. elem 57Q (J Surr).— 1, Pepperwood 
Zandor (K Shepherd) 71.43; 2, Zinedine Zidan 
66.79; 3, Real Magic 66.07. rest— 1, Karin JDJ (R 
Christopher) 64.46; 2, Marchways (S Gillgrass) 
63.21; 3, Zwartje (R Tooley) 59.82. med 69 (B 
Marshall).- 1, Rodhea (J Walker) 68.33; 2, 

Reuben Royal Blend (T Dunn) 67.12; 3, Half Moon 
Ripasso (H Bell) 60.15. rest- 1, Berkely TH (I 
Jones) 68.48; 2, Marchways 62.88; 3, Razzmataz 
(L Park) 62 58 med 73Q (P Watts).- 1, 
Pepperwood Zandor 69.56; 2, Furst Fandango (M 
Ott) 68.53; 3, Rodhea 65.74. rest— 1, Berkely TH 
65.15; 2, Bad Boy’s Naomi Nora (V Felton) 63.68; 

3, Quatro De La Held Du Chefneury (P Bryan) 62.5. 
adv med 85 (L Baldwin).— 1, Erlantanz (S Murray- 
Brown) 73.82. rest— 1, Marco VD Kuene (J Vale) 
64.12; 2, Graiguenamanagh (R Barnett) 61.76. 
adv med 92Q.— 1, Erlentanz 73.38; 2, Ffynnon (K 
Reusing) 53.92. rest.— 1, Marco VD Kuene 61.49; 

2, Maximillian Miss Wizz (F Parker) 57.97. PYO (P 
Watts).- 1, Sir England (M Ott) PSG 61.97. 

STEP ASIDE 

West Sussex, 28 Februaiy 

Prelim 15 (H Wells).— 1, Vincent R (A Bowen) 

70.43. rest— 1, Harristown Bear (C Allen) 66.09; 

3, Maesmynach Independence (S Richards) 

65 22. prelim 19Q (H Wells).- 1, Vincent R 68.18. 
rest— 1, Keystone Duchessa (S O’ Dwyer) 76.59; 

2, Remain Rouge (M Heath) 64.14; 3, Hey Jude 
II (D Davies) 62.24. elem 40 (M Drewe).— 1, 
Rubican (R Andrews) 70.97; 2, FRS Principe Sym 
(G Hyson) 70.48; 3, Aquiline MK 65.97. elem 
57Q.— 1, Keystone Daganay (S Lavandera) 79.46; 
2, Rubican 68.04; 3, Waldfee (K Mathers) 60.89. 
rest— 1, Just Jeremiah (J Pidgeon) 60.18. med 
69 (P Green).— 1, Don Domenico (H Lewis) 

66.21; 2, Casandra Z (H Kenny) 63.945; 3, Briljant 
(J Parkman) 62.88. rest- 1, Ben III (L Walkling) 
65.45; 2, Waldfee 64.24. med 75Q.- 1, Briljant 
62.57. rest— 1, Ontario II (T Harvey) 66.49; 2, 

Ben III 63.63; 3, DHI Fernando (B Brown) 61.49. 
PYO rest (K Mepham).— 1, Provender Galant (L 
Hall) adv med 62.06. adv med 98Q.— 1, Keystone 
Diaggio (S Lavandera) 71.18; 2, Comanche Passoa 
(SJ Cox) 70.39; 3, FRS Can Swing (G Hyson) 

69.34. rest— 1, Mundham Demon Dancer (G 
Zajacka) 66.97. PYO FEI.- 1, Cello II (A Gould) 

PSG 69.47. 

VALE VIEW 

Leics, 1 March 

Prelim 13Q (J Ellis).— 1, Floordette S (K Burgess) 
72.29; 2, Eyecatcher RV (A Walker) 64.79. rest— 1, 
Leverage (H Jackson) 69.17; 2, Flash Boy Boru 
(C Jenkins) 64.79; 3, Lochhill Tabithatwitchit 
(A Holder) 64.79. prelim 15Q (Z Feeney).— 1, 
Eyecatcher RV 73.7. rest— 1, Abney Sprite (M 
Rook) 68.94; 2, Centaur Madonna (R Rowell) 

65.65; 3eq, B Octavia (L Piggins) & Nefyn Swirl (R 
Gair) 65.43. nov 24 (J Ellis).— 1, Gran Faux Pas (L 
McDonald) 68.46. rest— 1, Cubea N (V Aldridge) 
71.35; 2, Millhouse Montaire (V Musson) 70.77; 3, 
Springfieldpark Mr Yahoo (R Draper) 64.42. nov 
37Q rest (Z Feeney).— 1, Millhouse Montaire 


62.14; 2, Cubea N 61.25; 3, Springfieldpark Mr 
Yahoo 58.21. elem 44 rest (J Ellis).— 1, Fonz 
(P Sellers) 71.4; 2, Bathleyhills Sea Wurzel (G 
Johnston) 64.2; 3, Vuron (L Simmons) 64. elem 
53Q (Z Feeney).— 1, Edendawn William Wombat 
(L Mason) 64.85. rest— 1, Shannondale Jojo (S 
Wright) 65.74; 2, Bathleyhills Sea Wurzel 63.24; 

3, Black MacGregor (K Goddard) 63.09. med 61 
(N Herbert) .— 1, Edendawn William Wombat 
(R MacCarthy) 64.83; 2, Foxborough Rock DJ 
(S Snell) 64.48. rest— leq, Darkle (L Johnson) 

& Capello Rudi (L Essex) 66.72; 3, Marmite (C 
Concannon) 63.97. med 73Q.— 1, Foxborough 
Rock DJ 68.97; 2, Vanjan (K James) 62.06. rest— 
1, Barrachiel (L Hancock) 67.94; 2, Capello Rudi 
66.91; 3, Darkle 66.03. adv med 85.— 1, Freddie (J 
Parr) 70.15; 2, Royal Standard (A Staines) 66.32. 
rest— 1, Krack De Niro (G Phillips) 62.94. adv med 
92Q.— 1, Freddie 71.22; 2, Royal Standard 70.14. 
FEI PSG Q.- 1, 0’Donner (E Hedger) 71.97; 2, 
Westhills Monaco (L Hurst) 62.37. 

WELLINGTON RIDING 

Hants, 2 March 

Elem 45 (L Waller).— 1, Burlington B (J Burtwell) 
74.48; 2, Bally Flagmount (P Bunter) 63.27; 3, Ella 
(T Gormley) 58.79. rest— 1, Galant Sprinter (E 
Carter) 64.65; 2, Royal Quest (R Smith) 63.44; 3, 
Marples Trifolio (D Shepherd) 61.03. elem 57Q.— 

1, Burlington B 70.71; 2, Show Girl (Z Leishman) 
65.89; 3, Bally Flagmount 63.75. rest— 1, Galant 
Sprinter 62.32; 2, Marples T rifolio 61.6; 3, Royal 
Quest 59.1. med 61 (J Gillett).— 1, Winsome KWF 
(C Knox) 62.58. rest— 1, Opposition Detective 

(K Johnson) 69.65; 2, Welton Charis (C Hayward) 
66.89; 3, Deco (J Harding Heitzmann) 65.69. 
med 73Q.— 1, Furst Finess (Z Leishman) 67.94; 

2, Winsome KWF 64.41. rest— 1, Nibeley Union 
Hit (C Roberts) 72.5; 2, Welton Charis 68.82; 

3, Opposition Detective 67.79. adv med 85 (N 
Goodman).— 1, Verdi (J Wright) 65. rest— 1, 
Marco VD Kuene (J Vale) 61.91. adv med 98Q.— 1, 
Verdi 60.65. rest— 1, Marco VD Kuene 63.68. 

WEST WILTS EC 

Wilts, 26 Februaiy 

Prelim 13.— 1, Impressario Von Faulkenhorst (K 
Vincent) 66.8; 2, Ballyconneely Rebel (S Fitch- 
Peyton) 66.6. rest— 1, Zachary (S Thomas) 

67; 2, T uriough T rigger (J Down) 66.4. prelim 
14Q.— 1, Ballyconneely Rebel 63.1; 2, George (L 
Dixon) 58.3. rest— 1, Donna Duero (M Lawless) 
67.9; 2, Woottonheath Strider (C Hogg) 66; 3, 
Zachary 65.6. nov 28.— 1, Corrigeenroe Conor 
(S Fitch-Peyton) 69.3; 2, Marston Park Legacy (R 
Cook) 68.1; 3, Rockmount Vincent (A Bingley) 67.9. 
rest— 1, Annandale Just Annie (N Jack) 64.5; 2, 
Miss Dotty (J Guthrie) 63.1; 3, Samsons Spice (S 
Jenner) 57.7. nov 34Q.— 1, Secret Picnic (S Way) 
77.9; 2, Corrigeenroe Conor 70.6; 3, Visual Art I (L 
Dixon) 67. rest— 1, Annandale Just Annie 65.4; 2, 
Miss Dotty 65; 3, Woottonheath Strider (C Hogg) 
64.3. elem 44.- 1, Fidelio (E Allen) 68.6; 2, Waldo 
P (A Westcott-Allen) 63.2. rest— 1, Marston Park 
Legacy 67; 2, Playtime II (S Andrews) 66.6; 3, 
Shamassa Spring (J Stares) 64. elem 50Q.— 1, 
Secret Picnic 71.4; 2, Fidelio 67.5; 3, Razz Jazz (S 
Ford) 67.1. rest— 1, Slieve Bloom Clover (V Bailey) 
64.2; 2, Ceriska (L Bradstock) 63.5; 3, Shamassa 
Spring 63.5. med 69.— 1, Umberto IV (A Baker) 
66.2; 2, Singing Herbstglanz (J Leighton) 62.7; 3, 
Romanola (J Prichard) 61.8. med 73Q.— 1, Singing 
Herbstglanz 63.9; 2, Hillcrest Cody (P Bunter) 63.9; 
3, Romanola 60.4. rest— 1, Nibeley Union Hit (C 
Roberts) 66.3. adv med 85.— 1, Legend (C Green) 
63; 2, Wish To Be Famous (R T robridge) 61. rest— 

1, Superman (C Hughes) 61.7. adv med 92Q.— 1, 
Wish To Be Famous 62.9. rest— 1, Superman 61.7; 

2, Crawlands Snapdragon (J Harvey) 58.5. PYO.— 
1, AEA Julius (C Stickland) 67.8; 2, AEA Julius 67.5; 

3, Landalex (S Oakley) 63.7. 
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Pammy Hutton 

‘Dressage is spreading its wings’ 


S UCH is the quality and 
quantity of shows ahead, 

I can’t remember looking 
forward to a home competition 
season quite so much. 

With two places at the winter 
championships, fitness is my 
enemy! But onwards and upwards 
—the summer season is practically 
halfwaythroughasfaras 
qualification forthe summer 
nationals is concerned. 

British Dressage (BD) 
membership had reportedly risen 
by 7% by the end of last year, so it’s 
good to see market forces working 
as they shou Id with extra 
opportunitiesforthe new influx. 

Area Festivals saw 32% more 
competitors last year. This time 
they include classes up to inter I , 
proving how“professional” 
amateur riders are becoming. 
Meanwhile the friendly Team Quest 
is set to introduce even more 
newbiesto our sport. 

Dressage is spreading its wings 
geographically, too, with the Ian 
Stark Equestrian Centre in 
Scotland recently approved to 
host affiliated shows. 


Then there are championships 
for veterans and retrained 
racehorses. So don’t book that 
holiday just yet... 

On the international front, there’s 
good news for those with team 
aspirations but perhaps without 
the time or resources for extensive 
overseas travel. 

As well as Hickstead CDIO, Bury 
Farm and Bishop Burton are due to 
host international fixtures. While in 
Cheshire, Bolesworth — such a hit 
with the showjumpers last year — 
has an invitational inter I freestyle 
scheduled in June. 

Jo Graham and Susie Farnon, the 
new team at the county’s 
Somerford Park, aim to run an 
international alongside its popular 
premier show in May 2016. 

Rio beckons 

IT came as quite a jolt last month to 
see that the R io 2016 dressage 
ground jury long-list has been 
announced. It hardly seems 
possible that another Olympics is 
almost upon us. 

The dozen top-level judges, from 
whichfivewill be drawn to officiate 


in Rio, includes two Brits, Stephen 
Clarke and Andrew Gardner. Sadly, 
becausejudges on the final panel 
must be of different nationalities, one 
of this esteemed pair will miss out. 

I can’t wait for another Olympics. 

Talking of Rio. . . Carl Hester! 

You simply can’t retire afterthese 
Olympics, as is rumoured. 

You are the best thing that’s ever 
happened to British dressage. You 
are inspiring, yourtraining threads 
run through every British success; 
those gold medals and world records 
wouldn’t have happened without 
you. There is no accolade too great. 

You told me years ago, as we stood 
watching a horse and rider, that I was 
looking atafuture gold medallist. 

Her name was Charlotte Dujardin. 
But she wou Id be the f i rst to say that 
Britain’s new place on the world 
dressage stage is, in the main, down 
to you. 

Switching off ...or on? 

WHO says mobile phones and 
horses don’t mix? If you have a tense 
horse, give more walk breaks and 
send that text. 

So often we walk, trot, canter and 



onlywalkagaintocool off. More 
m oments of relaxation are needed 
m rd-work. So switch off the horse 
— and switch on the phonef 

Oh pants! 

THERE was a time when the only 
concern we riders had about our 
underwear was whether it wou Id 
pass inspection should one fall off 
and end up in hospital. 

Now there are added dilemmas. 
Does one put up with VPLor wear 
something uncomfortableyet 
invisible? Badly placed seams only 
make themselves known when it’s 
too far into a training session to 
change.Yet daring to go bare isn’t 
real ly viable lest the above happens. 

Inevitably things have moved on, 
and last month’s British Equestrian 
Trade Association (BETA) 
International fair sawthe launch of 
anatomically researched 
undergarments designed to 
protect the parts most riders need 
a medical textbook to locate. 

Strategically placed padding and 
the endorsement of M r Hester — 
now that’s saying “pants” to 
ordinary knickers! H&H 
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28 February-1 March 

By Sarah Radford 

KBISBLOWNAWAYliveduptohis 
name as he and Alf ie Bradstock 
launched into their 2015 season 
with a Blue Chip B&C qualifier win. 

“It was his first one of these,” 
said Alf ie, who also secured Blue 
Chip Karma qualification with 
Graham Fletcher’s homebred at 
the Hartpury Spectacular in 
December. “We’re just out getting 
him ready for the season. He was 
fourth in the Karma at Solihull on 
Thursday, and that was his first 
show of the year, so th is isn ’t a bad 
way to start.” 

Paul Connor’s 1.30m first round 
track had elicited 11 clears, setting 
the scene for a decent jump off. 
Firstto go was Adrian Whiteway 
and Carambow, who set the 
standard as they cut out a stride to 
the last, but their lead was 
surpassed two rounds later as Alfie 
andthechestnut It’s The Business 
gelding shaved off 0.07 seconds. 

Tackling an inside route to the 
penultimate fence, they found 
themselves a long way off the final 
oxer, but tapping into some of his 
racing skills, Alfie asked for a flyer 
that the scopey seven-year-old 
ably answered. 

“I think I picked up quite a good 
one [stride],” Alf ie claimed. “ It was 


everyone else that drew their 
breath!” 

It was only eventer Jonty Evans 
and his advanced nine-year-old 
Cooley Rorkes Drift who came 
close to snatching the lead. The 
deceptively quick gelding — whom 
Jonty has earmarked as a 
potential Rio prospect — was up 
on the clock by 1.57 seconds, but 
tappedthe penultimate vertical to 
perm it the Fletchers’ 21-year-old 
stable jockey to win. 

“Ifhe keeps going well enough 
thisyear he’ll be aimed 
at area trials — or at 
least that’s what 
Graham would say 
as he’s always 
optimistic,” said Alfie. 


Tony Pearson on his new ride 
Lordportside 


Taking Flight 

EVENTERS 
continued to pose 
opposition forthe 
showjumpersinthe 
Blue Chip Karma 
performance qualifier, where 
Louisa Lockwood took forward 
three of the eight contenders in the 
second phase. 

She established a midfield lead 
with the rangy 17.1hh Ballyfarris 
Flight — 13th at Burghley lastyear 
— but their advantage was 
snatched by more than two 
seconds by Tony Pearson and new 
ride Lordportside. 

The 11-year-old Westfalian was 
originally bought forTony’s father 


We’ve had him 10 
days, we’ve been 
to three shows 
and we’ve won 
three classes 


Russell tojump amateurs, but the 
talented gelding has been swiftly 
"stolen” by his son. 

“We’ve had him 10 days, we’ve 
been to three shows and we’ve 
won three classes,” said Tony. “ I ’d 
ridden him for my dad’s friend 
Martine Sibley when he was five 
and it wasn’t a hard decision to buy 
him. She called to say she was 
giving up and he was for sale, and 
we snapped him up.” 

Windsor-based Tony now plans 
to contest some continental dates. 

“He’s ready to 
start winning. He 
has a lot of scope 
so we’ 1 1 do some 
international 
dates and step 
him up again, 
then do a few 
Horse Of The Year 
Show [HOYS] 
qualifiers,”Tony 
added. 


Unbeatable Ella 

ELLANUTBEEN’S ride Artisan II 
may not be known as an indoor 
horse, but he proved unbeatable 
in the Halsall Electrical 1.25m 
qualifier, defeating strong 
opposition around the single- 
phase trackto claim victory from 
a midfield draw. 

Ella has been reunited with the 
formerstallionthis season after 
giving the ride to her sister last 
yearwhile she focused on A levels. 


Now a student at Hartpury, Ella has 
become a frequent competitor at 
the venue. 

“We’re training with Paul Connor 
and we’ve been at this level for 
about a year now — we’re just 
startingtojumptwo-stars,”said 
Ella, who has owned the geldingfor 
three years and has several of his 
you ngstock from retained straws 
at home in Berkley. 

“He’s not a ‘turny’ horse, but he 
is very quick across the ground. In 
between the fences he has such a 
big stride he takes seconds off 
everywhere, so he can be hard to 
beat if he goes clear,” she said. H&H 


Results 


28 Feb: 1.05ni. 1, Tanto (S Rundle); 2, 
Mamie Of Rossin (M Benneti): 3, Luctin De 
B’Neville (K Peates). newcomers. 1, A 
Chance Affair (J Evans): 2, Downtown Billy 
(L Lockwood): 3, Another Proposition (L 
Lockwood). 1.10m. 1, Dilana SI (D Rogan 
Pfaff): 2, Alamo P (J Evans): 3, Kings Cavalier 
Prophet (L Lockwood). 1.15m. 1, Bengel 
(M Betteridge): 2, Artisan II (E Nutbeen): 

3, Warner Robbins (H Hattea). Blue Chip 
Karma performance Q. 1, Lordportside 
(T Pearson): 2, Ballyfarris Flight (L 
Lockwood): 3, Kings Cavalier Prophet. 
Easidri 1.25m. 1, Warner Robbins: 2, 
Coming Star II (M Hall): 3, Liberty M (A 
Kent). 1 Mar: newcomers/1.10m. 1, 

Vados M (R Barker): 2, Dilana SL: 3, Belasco 
(R Daniel). 1.15m. 1, Eliene (C King): 2, 
Dilana SL: 3, Influential (K Spiller). H&H 
Foxhunter. 1, Loose Talk (R Barker): 2, 
Calcourt Alternate (M Cornock): 3, Rambler 
VDL (G Ellison). 1.20m. 1, Quidelle Du 
Reverdy (R Stanley): 2, Vivre La Vie B (C 
Addis): 3, Florian Van Crshof (C Mills). 
Halsall Electrical 1.25m. 1, Artisan 1 1 : 

2, Darien (N Barry): 3, Calcourt Luxurious. 
Blue Chip B&C ch Q. 1, KBIS Blown Away 
(A Bradstock): 2, Carambow (A Whiteway): 

3, Warno (Z Henshall). 
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Sport horse breeding Stars in the making 


‘Europeans are crying 


Tullis Matson and his team 
at Stallion Al have led the 
field in semen collection, 
and now there are plans 
afoot for further 
developments that could 
revolutionise the British 
breeding industry. Plus, 
acertaingold medal- 
winning stallion has 
brought the world’s elite 
breeders clamouringto 
their door. Jennifer Donald 
pays them a visit 

S cientists in white coats are peering 
intently through microscopes and 
clouds of nitrogen spill out over 
large metal vats, the contents of 
which are set to be exported around 
the world. The hub of Stallion AI 
Services reveals a high-tech company that’s 
going places. 

With its engaging and forward-thinking 
founder and managing director, Tullis Matson, 
at the helm, this Shropshire centre has led the 
way in innovative breeding techniques, from 
radical advancements in the way semen is 
frozen, chilled and collected, to the way 
stallions are managed. And now the team are 
bidding to revolutionise the British breeding 
industry with a state-of-the-art new centre. 

“We’re always tr 3 dng to push the 
boundaries,” says Tullis. “To stay one step ahead 
of everyone else, you’ve got to be innovative.” 

Nestled in the flat surrounds of Whitchurch, 
the Matsons’ Twemlows Hall accommodates 
Tullis’ business. Stallion AI Services, as well 
as his brother Edward’s thriving and equally 
revolutionary embryo transfer business (see 
Vet, p28). The centre attracts 80-90 stallions a 
year for everything from dummy training and 
semen assessment to freezing and export, and 
they have over 800 stallions in stock. 

A flick through their stallion catalogue is 
akin to Tinder for mare owners — names jump 
out such as the Hales family’s great 
shovyjumper Arko III, an exciting young Cornet 
Obolensky stallion called Blackjack, the 
backbone stallions such as Mill Law, Je T’Aime 
Flamenco and Libra K. And, of course, the 
arrival of Nick Skelton’s leading showjumper 
Big Star has caused a real sensation. 

“The export market has nearly doubled over 
the past three years — that’s the biggest change 



we’ve noticed,” says 47-year-old Tullis, who 
employs the highly efficient stud manager Kate 
Ashmore to run that side of the business. “Just 
yesterday we sent one frozen export to the US 
and four to Europe. Last year we exported 1,413 
doses of frozen semen to 19 different countries, 
with a total value of just over £1 million.” 

A family business 

THE family farm has come a long way from its 
origins as a cheese dairy and stud centring on 
their father’s Irish draught stallion Sportsman. 
“It all started when we were naturally 


covering a mare one day and unfortunately the 
stallion ruptured the mare inside and we lost 
her,” recalls Tullis. “I thought there must be an 
easier way of doing this.” 

He discovered the solution in New Zealand, 
where the prohibitive expense of transporting 
broodmares between the North and South 
Islands meant that shipping semen had already 
become the norm. Tullis learned artificial 
insemination (AI) techniques out there. 

“I used to hatch chickens, so when I came 
back, I cleaned out all my incubators and used 
them to heat the extenders and collection 
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stallion Al 


out for a British stallion' 



X 



Big Star in action: the Oiympic gold medal-winning 
showjumper has sent export ievels soaring 


/ / It gave us great pride in 
HH keeping Big Star for 
Great Britain at the 
Olympics and nowit’s 
given us great pride to keep 
him at stud in Great 
Britain. He maybe Dutch/ 
French but he’s British 
through and through! 


Gary Widdowson, who turned down some 
huge offers to stand Big Star in Europe 



equipment,” he laughs. “We had a tiny lab in the 
bottom yard; to start with I think I was putting 
ever 5 d:hing in the mare except for semen. 

“Our stud vet, Dick Quan Taylor, was a great 
mentor, and he said ‘let’s have a go at this AI 
I game’ . Experimentation was big back then — 

^ now it’s much more precise. We became one of 
o the first commercial places to inseminate 
^ frozen semen and it spiralled from there.” 

The company’s rapid development into one 
of the industry leaders stems from a close 
h relationship with the bovine industry. Nearby 
£i cattle breeding businesses Genus and Cogent 


have been instrumental in helping Tullis 
develop new techniques on the equine side, 
starting in 1996 with freezing semen. 

“Genus said this is the way forward,” says 
Tullis. “We started doing it and it just got bigger 
and bigger.” 

But disaster struck in 2001 when foot-and- 
mouth hit and Genus went into lockdown. 

“I thought, ‘my business is finished if Genus 
pull out’,” he says. “So I got an old, second-hand 
freezing machine and we set up a little lab here. 
It actually worked so well that when foot-and- 
mouth passed we carried on doing it ourselves. 


We’ve been lucky that the industry has 
continued to grow.” 

A typical day now begins with the first 
stallion ready and waiting outside the 
collection room door by 7.30am — no natural 
covering takes place here. During their busiest 
times the team are collecting from a stallion 
every 15 minutes, and freezing takes place 
within a couple of hours of collection. 

“Time is of the essence,” says Tullis. “If 
ever 3 ^hing runs smoothly the semen seems to 
freeze better. We process it through the lab, 
analysing all the semen samples, checking Q 
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Sport horse breeding Stars in the making 





Above: The Stallion Al team at their base near Whitchurch, Shrops — 
photobombed by JeT’aime Flamenco (left) and Big Star (right) 

Left: Tuiiis Matson and Kate Ashmore work in the iab whiie staff coiiect from 
Blackjack in the background. They process up to 15 collections a day 


Arabia, Egypt, Italy and Ireland. 

“I love teaching people,” says Tullis, who also 
lectures on various subjects. 

His other passion is finding ways to freeze 
semen from stallions that have historically 
proved difficult. Tullis’ involvement with the 
Rare Breeds Survival Trust earned him the 
Marsh Christian award for conservation in 
genetic biodiversity. 

“Suffolk Punches actually changed the way 
that we process all semen,” says Tullis. “Certain 
breeds are more difficult to freeze than others 
and when you find the key to unlock the 
problem, it helps them all. We can now freeze 
90%, whereas a few years ago it was 60-70%.” 

In the laboratory, where the magic happens, 
microscopic techniques mean that they can 
quickly assess sperm motility and separate live 
and dead sperm cells. It’s all about quality. 

“If you have a mare, you want her in-foal first 
time. We’re never going to hit that target, but 
we want to get as close as possible,” says Tullis. 

Is fresh and chilled still the preferred option 
for mare owners? 

“Frozen works very well, but not for all 
mares,” says Tullis. “Fresh is the most fertile so 
would be most preferred, but you can’t always 
get hold of the fresh stallion you want. Freezing 
has really improved, and the results with good 
quality frozen semen are as good as chilled, if 
not better. 

“A lot of our expertise still comes from the 
bovine industry — they have a lot more money 
for research and development — which has 
helped the equine industry to achieve better 
results,” he explains. “I’m not a scientist, but 
you do learn all the time.” 

The latest innovation in the bovine world is 
semen sexing. 

“We’re not quite doing it here yet — a few 
people are within the equine industry, but it 
doesn’t work quite as well as it does with 
cattle,” says Kate. “There are a great deal of 
interesting new techniques available, but all are 
not yet financially viable on a commercial level. 
For Stallion AI Services cloning is also not on 
the cards at the moment, but never say never!” 


A new arrival 

THE biggest testament to the team’s status in 
the industry came when Gary Widdowson, 
owner of Nick Skelton’s 2012 Olympic gold 
medal-winning showjumper Big Star, turned 


From stallion 
to mare 
in 24 hours 

9am: phonecall arrives requesting an 
export for a mare 

By 9.30-10am: Kate will have raised 
the export certificate 

By 12.30pm: the certificate arrives from 
the export branch of Defra in Carlisle 

1.30pm: vet arrives, semen collection is 
done and the vet signs the paperwork 

3.30pm: the packaged semen is picked up 
by TNT for shipment 

By 9.30-10am the following day, the 
semen can be anywhere in Europe 


Semen is processed and despatched rapidly 


for motility and overall viability. 

“In the summer it’s pretty much flat out. We 
do 15-20 frozen semen shipments per day and 
process 10-15 collections for fresh and chilled 
semen orders. Frozen semen is not so time 
critical, it can wait until the mare’s ready, but 
with fresh and chilled semen, the mare is 
waiting for it, so timing is everything [see box, 
above].” 

Leading the way 

THE innovative Tullis, who began his career as 
a point-to-point jockey and assistant to 
racehorse trainer Philip Hobbs, is developing a 
new venture setting up freezing units in Saudi 


down some staggering offers from elite 
European studs in favour of sending his 12-year- 
old stallion to this British centre. Not only has 
Big Star brought the team to the attention of 
the global industry, he’s also proving to be one 
of the most fertile stallions they’ve ever 
encountered. 

“We’re very lucky to have him here 
because he could have gone anywhere — Q 

they were biting Gary’s hand off,” says Tullis. 
“He could have sold the semen rights 10 times 
over and made very quick easy money, but no, 
Gary’s stood by us 100% and kept him in 

Mi Certain breeds are 
II more difficult to 
freeze than others and 
when you find the key to 
unlock the problem, it 1 1 
helps them all T w 

Tullis Matson,whose work with the Rare Breeds 
Survival Trust has proved beneficial across the board 
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AES / Selle Francais / Oldenburg / KWPN 

Exceptional semen quality - in the 2014 breeding 
season 87% of mares scanned in foal over the first 
two cycles 




11 CONSECUTIVE CLEARS IN NATIONS CUPS 

GOLD MEDALIST WINNER 
LONDON OLYMPICS 2012 CSI 5* HAMBURG 2012 
WINNER WINNER 

CSIO 5* ROME 2013 CSI 5* AACH EN 20 1 3 


BREED KWPN j HEIGHT 172CM COLOUR BAY | YOB 2003 
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Sport horse breeding Stars in the making 




Lab tech Nikoletta Gouzopoulou assists processing 


From the average 
stallion we might get 
10 doses per collection, but 
then you have stallions that 
really break the mould and 
Big Star is one of those 

Kate Ashmore, stud manager, on the 
phenomenal fertility of their new resident 


Britain. It’s great for British breeding and it’s a 
brilliant platform for Stallion AI Services, but 
it’s nerve-racking. Every night before I go to bed 
I flick on his camera to check he’s OK. But he’s 
an easy stallion to work with, his temperament 
is great and his semen quality is excellent.” 

When H&H visited. Big Star, who is currently 
coming back in to light work after picking up 
an injury last year, was on one of three two- 
week collection stints at the centre. 

“From the average stallion we might get 10 
doses per collection, but then you have stallions 
that really break the mould and Big Star is one 
of those — yesterday he gave us 33 doses, which 
is so good when you’ve only got him for a short 
period of time,” says Kate. 

Big Star first became publicly available for 
breeding last year when they opened their 
books for 20 selected mares. Now on the 
European market, Tullis has chosen one AI 
station in each of Italy, Belgium, France, 
Germany and Holland at which all Big Star 
inseminations must be done. 

“Managing the semen from the UK means 
we can handle sales and distribution more 
efficiently. There was a worry that with 
multiple semen agents across Europe and 
considering that the semen is in such high 
demand, it would be difficult to monitor,” says 
Tullis. “Big Star’s stud fee is in the top price 
bracket for a sport horse stallion [£4,000 plus 




Expansion plans — the future of British breeding? 


AN exciting new development will expand 
the Stallion AI Services operation to a new 
location in 2016, thanks to some inspiration 
from European breeding centres. 

“What we’re doing here is brilliant, but this 
new place will hopefully make us one of the 
best in the world,” says stud manager Kate 
Ashmore, who is overseeing the project. 

Tullis Matson says: “In Europe they have 
stallions who are actively competing, 
collecting and shipping semen, so we’re 
building a facility to have competition 
stallions in long-term residence at the centre.” 

Hand-picked riders will be affiliated with 
the centre and their services will be offered 
to stallion owners. 

“What sells a stallion is people seeing it 
competing,” adds Tullis. “So we’ll be able to 
help our stallion owners run a competition 
schedule alongside their breeding schedule. 
At the moment stallions come in to us all 
year round; in the summer for fresh or 
chilled collections and in the winter for 
semen freezing. However, the new facility 
will enable stallions to continue their 
training programme alongside their 


breeding commitments. 

“This will be particularly useful in 
maintaining quarantine status and allow 
clients to export chilled semen within the 
EU. This won’t be a necessity for every 
stallion, but it’s another string to our bow.” 

What is currently a flat piece of concrete 
will be transformed into a 30-acre state-of- 
the-art venue housing 28 stallions, up from 
the current 20. Facilities will include a large 
outdoor school, all-weather individual 
turnout paddocks, generous stabling, 
washrooms, solariums, servicing areas, 
lecture rooms and a viewing gallery above 
the collection area. 

There will also be greater capacity for 
frozen semen storage and a laboratory 
three times the size of the current one. 
Biosecurity is key and, knowing Tullis’ 
innovative side, this smart showcase will be 
filled with the latest gadgets. 

“You’re looking after someone else’s 
animal and quite often that stallion is 
their life,” says Tullis. “We want to give that 
reassurance that they’re 100% looked after. 
And a happy stallion equals happy semen.” 




Under the microscope: Big Star’s semen is checked 
for sperm motility, and live and dead cells separated 


VAT| but when you’ve got a stallion actively 
competing and he’s at the top of his game; he’s 
hopefully going to Rio, he’s already got the gold 
medal and he’s got youngstock on the ground 
doing very well and getting graded.” 

Big Star, it would seem, ticks every box. 

“For Stallion AI, good pregnancy results are 
vital because that’s what will help sell him,” 
adds Tullis. “We got 87% of mares in-foal within 
the first two cycles last year. We know it works.” 

He’s proving such a great marketing tool for 
the company that an extra member of staff has 
been employed to deal with the enquiries. 

“It’ll be one of the first times we’ve exported 
such a high volume of semen from the UK to 


Europe from a high-level stallion,” says Tullis, 
more used to importing such huge quantities, 
most recently from Totilas and Cornet 
Obolensky. 

“It’s brilliant to see the Europeans cr 5 dng out 
for a British-based stallion — it’s nice to turn 
the tables the other way. He’s great for the 
British industry,” he says. 

Big Star’s owner Gary Widdowson hadn’t 
intended to stand Big Star until after he 
retired, but the seed was planted when his 
Quick Star x Nimmerdor stallion was 
recuperating last year. 

“I had some mares with Tullis and I thought, 
T like this man, I trust this man’, and what he 
said felt like real advice,” he says. “I realised he 
was at the cutting edge and we’d prefer him 
[Big Star] to be of benefit to a British stud. It’s 
done a lot of good for Tullis’ company too. 
Before, I think a lot of people in the industry 
thought the UK was a bit backward. 

“But it gave us great pride in keeping him for 
Great Britain at the Olympics and now it’s 
given us great pride to keep him at stud in 
Great Britain. Big Star may be Dutch/French but 
he’s British through and through!” 

And that sums it up — British breeding is 
making waves, with Stallion AI proudly flying 
the flag. Exciting times lie ahead. H&H 
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Twemlows 



AI & EMBRYO TRANSFER 

Fresh/ Chilled/ Frozen Semen 
Resident Specialist Stud Vet 
Infertility Investigation 
Specialised Foaling Unit 
Embryo Transfer 

Ashdale Luxara 
Twemlows Bolesworth 

Transported Embryo Service 
Full Board Facilities Including 
Horsewalker 8& Individual Paddocks 


STUD COURSES 

AI TECHNICIANS COURSE 

DEFRA Approved 

24 & 25 March 

FOALING THE MARE 

Late Pregnancy, Foaling, Adoption 

21 March 

FOAL & YEARLING MANAGEMENT 

Weaning, Nutrition, Health & Handling 

22 March 



STUD OPEN DAY & 
STALLION PARADE 
25 April 

Stallion Show Lectures ^ 
^ Demonstrations ^ 





For more information contact 
lizwilki nson@twemlo ws . co . uk 

Whitchurch, Shropshire 

SY13 2EZ, UK 

Tel: +44(0)1948 664966 

WWW . twemlows . co . uk 

facebook.com/twemlows HH124 



BLACK 



JACK 


BLACK JACK is A 

standing in the UK 
for one year oniy. 

He wili be based at \ ] ■ tlS 
Stallion AI Services i 
(Twemlows Mali). He ^ 
is a son of Cornet 
Obolensky - the ^ 
sought-after world : 

no. 2 jumping sire; his V 

dam is a daughter of ^ 

the TB Heraidik, long time 
ieader of the world event 
sire rankings and 201 5’s no. 



2, with offspring such as Oiympic 
champions Butt’s Leon and /C 
Butt’s Abraxxas. He is 
the dam-sire of 201 2 A/' 

Oiympic champion La j A 
Biosthetique Sam. ,/ 

Fee for 201 5: I 

€1000 + VAT, with 50% 

refunded if not in foai. ^ 

Visit 1 

www.eiitestallions.co.uk 
or stallionai.com 


Fresh/chilled semen 
available by courier, 
or can be collected 
7 days a week. 


Elite Stallions UK Ltd 
elitestallions.co.uk 
01837 880100 
Janies - 07739 342239 
Lorna - 07967 202174 



ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION IS ABOUT MORE THAN JUST INSEMINATING 

Successful reproductive care of your mare also involves disease control; ultrasound scanning; detection and treatment 
of any problems and pregnancy diagnosis. Only a qualified Veterinarian can provide this full service. The veterinary 
practices listed below have all been approved by BEVA. Contact your local BEVA- listed Practice to see how they can help 
you maximise your mares chances of delivering a healthy foal? 


Practice 

County 

Telephone 

Practice 

County 

Telephone 

Ardene House Vet Practice Ltd 

Aberdeen 

01224 740700 

Aldington Equine Vets Ltd 

Lancashire 

01254 888600 

Donnington Grove Vet Surgery 

Berkshire 

01635 39039 

Gillivervet Ltd 

Lancashire 

01257 453161 

Scott Dunns Equine Clinic 

Berkshire 

01344 426066 

Oakhill Veterinary Centre 

Lancashire 

01772 861300 

Buckingham Equine Vet Practice"^ 

Bucks 

01908 560789 

Rufford Veterinary Hospital 

Lancashire 

01704 821204 

Chiltern Equine Clinic 

Bucks 

01494 876555 

Westmorland Veterinary Group 

Lancashire 

01524 271221 

Hampden Equine Vet Practice 

Bucks 

01296 745374 

Chine House Veterinary Hospital 

Leicestershire 

01509 812445 

The Vet Centre 

Bucks 

01280 812057 

Tower Equine Veterinary Surgeons Lincolnshire 

01778 591082 

Wendover Heights Vet Centre 

Bucks 

01296 621840 

Anchorage Barn Equine Clinic 

Norfolk 

01485 528437 

Dyffryn Tywi Equine Clinic 

Carms 

01267 290890 

Chapelfield Vet Partnership Ltd 

Norfolk 

01508 558228 

Eellowes Farm Equine Clinic 

Cambs 

01487 773333 

Bishopton Equine Vet Services 

N Yorkshire 

01765 602396 

Isle Veterinary Group Ltd 

Cambs 

01653 658241 

Galtres Veterinary Surgery 

NYorkshire 

01347 838888 

Steffan Veterinary Services 

Ceredigion 

01570 422322 

Hambleton Equine Clinic 

N Yorkshire 

01642 200398 

Ashbrook Equine Hospital 

Cheshire 

01565 723937 

Oaklands Veterinary Centre 

N Yorkshire 

01642 760313 

Cheshire Equine Clinic 

Cheshire 

01829 770999 

Rainbow Equine Hospital 

N Yorkshire 

01653 695743 

Nantwich Veterinary Group 

Cheshire 

01270 628888 

The Minster Equine Vet Centre 

N Yorkshire 

01904 788840 

The Hampton Equine Vet Group 

Cheshire 

01948 820345 

Towcester Vet Centre Equine 

Northants 

01327 811007 

Wright and Morten 

Cheshire 

08458 330034 

Alnorthumbria Veterinary Group 

Northumb 

01670 505321 

Auburn Equine Clinic 

Co Antrim 

02894 453621 

Bearl Equine Clinic 

Northumb 

01661 842542 

Calweton Veterinary Group"^ 

Cornwall 

01579 383231 

Avonvale Veterinary Practice 

Oxfordshire 

01295 670501 

County Equine"^ 

Cornwall 

07738267822 

Arberth Veterinary Centre 

Pemb 

01834 860378 

Penmellyn Veterinary Group 

Cornwall 

01637 880307 

Cotts Farm Equine Hospital 

Pemb 

01834 860871 

Frame, Swift and Partners 

Cumbria 

01768 862454 

Oakham Veterinary Hospital 

Rutland 

01572 722647 

Paragon Veterinary Group 

Cumbria 

01768 483789 

Siddle Veterinary Services 

Shropshire 

01948 710959 

R D Owen Equine Clinic Ltd 

Denbighshire 

01745 584516 

Stretton Hills Veterinary Practice 

Shropshire 

01694 751748 

Scarsdale Veterinary Group 

Derbyshire 

01332 294929 

Delaware Veterinary Group 

Somerset 

01963 350307 

Eqwest Equine Veterinary Clinic"^ 

Devon 

01822 613838 

Churchfield Veterinary Centre 

S Yorkshire 

01226 763542 

North Park Veterinary Group"^ 

Devon 

01837 82327 

Deben Valley Equine Vet Clinic 

Suffolk 

01728 68121 

Penbode Equine Vets 

Devon 

01409 255549 

Newmarket Equine Hospital 

Suffolk 

01638 782000 

Stringer Equine Vet Practice 

Devon 

01392 468804 

Rossdale and Partners 

Suffolk 

01638 663150 

Torch Equine Vets 

Devon 

0121 879 516 

Ryder- Davies and Partners 

Suffolk 

01394 380083 

Western Counties Equine Hosp 

Devon 

01847 841100 

Wherry Veterinary Group 

Suffolk 

01986 892771 

The Barn Equine Surgery 

Dorset 

01202 823512 

Middleton, Hennessy & Mitchell 

Surrey 

01428 656665 

Priors Farm Equine Vet Surgery 

East Sussex 

01342 823011 

Cliffe Equine Clinic 

Sussex 

01323 815120 

Catley Cross Veterinary Clinic 

Essex 

01787 269006 

Allen Brown at CEL 

Glamorgan 

07703 398771 

House and Jackson 

Essex 

01277 823808 

Spring Paddocks Equine Clinic 

Warwickshire 

01926 612937 

Oak Equine Veterinary Surgery 

Essex 

01277 890600 

Warren House Veterinary Centre 

W Midlands 

01543 373033 

Paton & Lee Equine Vet Surgery 

Essex 

01376 513369 

Cinder Hill Equine Vet Clinic 

West Sussex 

01342 811335 

B&W Equine Group 

Gloucs 

01666 880501 

John Dunsford & Associates 

West Sussex 

01730 810742 

Meadow Equine Practice 

Gloucs 

01452 750170 

The Arundel Equine Hospital Ltd 

West Sussex 

01903 883050 

Three Counties Equine Hosp 

Gloucs 

01684 592099 

Aireworth Vets 

W Yorkshire 

01535 602988 

Liphook Equine Hospital 

Hampshire 

01428 723594 

Hird and Partners 

W Yorkshire 

01422 354106 

Tyrells Equine Clinic Ltd 

Hertfordshire 

01763 287744 

Hale Veterinary Group 

Wiltshire 

01249 653561 

Bell Equine Veterinary Clinic Ltd 

Kent 

01622 813700 

Ludlow Farm Veterinary Clinic 
Peasebrook Equine Clinic Ltd 

Wiltshire 

Worcs 

01985 217430 

01386 853884 


Remember, only Veterinary Surgeons may legally perform hysteroscopic and rectally- guided deep intrauterine inseminations 
Eor full contact details of listed Practices please visit our website at www.beva.org.uk 
or contact BEVA on Tel: 01638 723555 or email info@beva.org.uk 
Please note the BEVA AI List is continually updated, the current list can be viewed on the BEVA Website 



FUTURE 

Sport Horses 

Breeding Future Champions 



lnfo@FutureSportHorses.co.uk 
WWW. Futu reSportH 0 rses .CO . u k 
^ Future Sport Horses 
@fsporthorse 



£50 Early Bird 
discount until 
end Marchl 


Future Gravitas 

Fabulous UK based son of Grafenstolz 


Licensed by Breeders Efite Studbook, covering certificates available for UK Trakehner PartBred Studbook - 16.2hh 


Selected by MARY KING for her Rolex CCI**** Winner, King’s Temptress 

Maternal half-brother to Olympic individual Silver medallist, WEG Gold 
medallist & multiple CCI**** Winner, Winsome Adante 

By the Young Event Horse World Champion, Grafenstolz 

Pedigree, Looks, Athleticism - the “Full Package" 


...Breeding Future Champions... 


Stud Fee £€50 

Coneosstons proven «r muUIpIe mares 

Frozen only £250 per dose 


For More Information: 


www.FutureSportHorses.co.uk 07951 519288/07775 633004 


Follow us at: J[ Future Sport Horses (B) ©fsporthorse 



Sport horse breeding Multi-discipline sires 


Covering 
all bases 

Carole Mortimer examines what it takes to be a multi- 
talented stallion - and a cross-discipline producer 



Cruising (by 
Seacrest), here 
competing with 
Trevor Coyie, was 
one of the most 
influentiai irish 
sport horse sires 


A look through the annals of any 
sport horse studbook will reveal 
a number of stallions who have 
produced offspring that have 
been successful in several 
disciplines. 

While the obvious retort is that previous 
sport horse breeding was much less discipline- 
specific than it is today, nonetheless there are 
stallions who stand out as multi-taskers in their 
stud duties, some of whom were prolific. 

One of the earliest of these super multi- 
purpose sport horse sires was Furioso II. He 
was the son of the legendary thoroughbred 
Furioso, who was purchased from England 
and stood for 20 years at the French National 
Stud at Le Pin. 

Furioso II (1965), in effect a half-bred, was 
one of many offspring for his dam Dame De 
Ranville (also the dam of Furioso IPs full- 
brother Mexico — the sire of Le Mexico, another 
successful dual-purpose sport horse sire). 

Born in France, Furioso II stood at the 
famous German Vorwerk stud, acquired by 
George Vorwerk who was immediately 
impressed by the stallion. He is quoted as 
having said: “Such a stallion is born only once 
every hundred years”. 


Sire of legends 

PICTURES of Furioso II show a strong, proud 
stallion with powerful quarters. He became 
known as a “stamp stallion” as his offspring 
“inherited his good feet and legs and his 
outstanding neck and shoulder”. 

Over the course of his stud life he sired 
hundreds of sport horses and became a leading 
sire based on money earned by his offspring — 
including the Olympic team gold medallist 
showjumper For Pleasure — and, in 1990, the 
top producer of dressage horses. He also sired 
event horses. 

He produced around 70 approved sons, many 
of whom also proved to be influential dual- 
purpose sires. They include the legendary sire 
Voltaire who, although noted for his successful 
international jumping offspring, also sired 
many dressage horses, such as the British grand 
prix horse Astonish. 

Purioso, another of Furioso IPs well-known 
sons, was also a prominent dual-purpose sire — 
he is the sire of grand prix dressage horses 
Olympic Cocktail, Arnold Thor and the British- 
ridden Keystone Favoriet, as well as the Olympic 
showjumper Wendela (Jenny Zoers). 

Amor (1959), a Holstein with a dose of 
Trakehner, is another who proved hugely 




Contender: the Holstein’s influence is seen in many 
of today’s showjumpers, including Contendro I 


influential in both dressage and jumping. 

A long-lived sire, he had many mares during 
his 25 years at stud in the Netherlands and is 
now credited with changing the face of the 
Dutch warmblood. 

It is said that “his offspring usually had good 
conformation and a fighting spirit”, and 
recorded that 58 of them competed at high 
levels in sho\yjumping and 117 in dressage. 

His influence can still be seen in the 
pedigrees of Dutch competition horses and 
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Multi-discipline sires 




Ayoung Furioso II, who became a ‘stamp stallion’, 
passing on his strong conformation 

stallions. Dressage stallions Ampere, Jazz (who 
also has Furioso II) and KWPN jumping sires 
Animo, Farmer, Impuls, Hamilton and VDL 
Jimtown all have Amor close in their pedigrees, 
as do the grand prix dressage horses Thriller, 
Sisther De Jeu and Olympic Barbria. 

standing proud 

SO what attributes must a sire possess in order 
that his offspring prove multi-talented? 

Sarah and Orwell Davies, who own the 


Foxcourt Stud in Wales, have their opinions. 

“First, a stallion has to have and pass on a 
good temperament so that offspring are 
trainable,” says Sarah. “He needs to be athletic 
and have good conformation — horses that are 
not correct don’t last — and be a good, but not 
flashy, mover with correct paces.” 

Foxcourt Stud stood the Hanoverian stallion 
Abraham (Akzent II x Matrose) whose offspring 
has been successful in all disciplines including 
the show ring. 

“Abraham had a wide variety of mares but he 
had the right temperament and the right 
qualities to pass on,” says Sarah. 

Sarah’s husband Orwell agrees that a stallion 
needs temperament, ability and conformation 
in equal parts, but he also thinks a superior 
stallion has something else. 

“To me a stallion has to look like a stallion — 
not a gelding,” he says. “He has to stand proud 
on four legs and say ’look at me’. If he looks like 
a stallion he has more chance of stamping his 
stock and Abraham certainly stamped his stock 
— you could recognise them.” 

Looking at the figures 

WHILE it is important that a stallion stamps 
his stock, the outcome will of course depend Q 



Great deals on print and iPad subscriptions at www.horseandhoundsubs.co.uk/subs 
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Sport horse breeding Multi-discipline sires 


also on the mare’s type and bloodlines. 

Chairman of the British Hanoverian Horse 
Society (BHHS), Katy Holder-Vale says: “Lots of 
people used to breed all-purpose horses and 
that was in the main down to the mares they 
had. My own stallions [Elroon and 
Flammengold] have produced jumping horses 
from unlikely mares, but once you start looking 
back you nearly always find jumping lines.” 

There is however, as Katy points out, a more 
scientific way of assessing why some stallions 
can sire offspring for more than one discipline, 
and that is by looking at the marks of the 
performance test. The mark of 100 is the 
benchmark — below that a horse was inferior 
in a discipline and above it superior. 

“A mark around 70 means that a horse is 
pretty awful to ride on the flat and it is this 
aspect that usually accounts for a low overall 
mark,” explains Katy. “In contrast, some 
stallions will score over 100 in both disciplines 
and, maybe despite their dressage pedigree, 
they also have an ability to jump. For example, 
French bloodlines nearly always produce 
horses that are good jumpers but not good on 
the flat, while Holsteiners can go both ways.” 

Katy stresses that during a performance test 
stallions are ridden by and have to cope with 
several riders of differing ability. She recites the 
history of the famous jumping sire Grannus 
(Graphit x Ozean). 

“Grannus failed his test because he couldn’t 
cope with different riders, but he went on to 
jump internationally and became a significant 
sire of international j umpers ,” she says . ^ 

To me, a stallion 
has to look like a 
stallion. He has to stand 
proud on four legs and 
say ‘look at me’ 

Orwell Davies, of Foxcourt Stud 
on what makes a stallion stand out as a sire 




STALLIONS AND THEIR 
PERFORMANCE TEST SCORES 



Top jumping sires Codex One (left) and For Pleasure (centre), and dressage stallion Londonderry (right) 


Quattro B 1990 

(Qredo De Palstra x 
Pandore Du Thot): 

Dressage 121.15 
Jumping 128.02. 

A significant sire of 
horses competing 
internationally in all 
disciplines. 

Diaraclo2005 

(Diamant De Semilly 
X Corrado I): 

Dressage 138.42 
Jumping 144.01. 

The performance 
test winner was the 
highest marked in the 
jumping and second 


in dressage. He 
scored 9.5 for his 
canter and rideability. 
Although promoted 
as a jumping sire, 
should be a dual- 
purpose sire. 

Graf Top 1993 

(Graf Grannus x 
Calypso II): 

Dressage 126.93 
Jumping 127.88. 

The 2011 
Hanoverian of the 
year is another with 
equal skill in both 
disciplines. Promoted 
as a jumping sire, he 


has manyjumping 
offspring, but also 
sired the international 
dressage horse 
Georgio Armani (Ulla 
Saizgeber). William 
Fox- Pitt has acquired 
the five-year-old 
Butts Aiden by him. 

For Pleasure 1986 

(Furioso II X 
Grannus): 

Dressage 91.91 
Jumping 145.95. 

This leading 
jumping sire has 
no significant 
dressage progeny. 


Londonderry 1995 

(Lauries Crusador 
XX X Warkant): 

Dressage 134.56 
Jumping 88.91. 

Attractive to the 
dressage breeder but 
not the showjumping 
breeder. 

Codex One 2002 

(Contendro I x 
Gluckspilz): 

Dressage 6.83 
Jumping 8.58. 

An Olympic 
showjumper but 
possibly not a 
dressage sire. 


I 

I 
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STALLIONCOLLECTION 2015 



BLUE HORS HOTLINE 


BLUE HORS DON OLYMBRIO 


BLUE HORS FARRELL 


BLUE HORS ZALABASTER 


BLUE HORS ST. SCHUFRO 


BLUE HORS FIRST CHOICE 


BLUE HORS DREAMLINE 


BLUE HORS 
DON SCHUFRO 


BLUE HORS ZIRRUS 


BLUE HORS VENEZIANO 


BLUE HORS ROCKEFELLER 


BLUE HORS ZACK 


BLUE HORii 


James Crawford/ UK agent for Blue Hors 

Tel. 01837 880100 * TelJames. 07739 342239 * Tel Lorna. 07967 202174 * info@elitestallions.co.uk 

www.bluehors.dk 


BLUE HORS 




25 April 


OPEN l)A\ 


SkiUhn Show i tk tmis 

1 

/ Tnuk Suimh 


4& more 



Stallion SPM-20 

Add Staliion SPM-20 to your horse's 
feed to Improve sperm motility, 
velocity 4 overall sperm viability. 
Effective on semen for fresh, chilled 


WHY C 


& frozen Al 


// Stallion Al Services is the UK's leadirrg 
equine semen collection centre and we 
pride ourselves on the first class facilities 
and care we can offer you and your stallion 


// We are a DEFRA approved quarantine 
centre and therefore able to freeze your 
stallion's semen for both the UK and 
worldwide export markets 



y/ We provide a sat© and controlled 
environment for semen collection with a 
team of highly trained staff 

it Assessment of your stallion's semen 
quality In the UK's leading equine semen 
laboratory ensures that only the highest 
quality semen is frozen and stored 


// We specialise In freezing semen from 
sub-fertile stallions 

// W© continually push the scientific 
boundaries surrounding the freezing of 
©quin© semen and Invest heavily In 
carrying out research to maintain our 
position as number one in the field 


WWW STALUailAl.CDM I E-MAILr KATESSTALLIOH AI.COM I TEL: BBS 

TWEMLQW8 HALL. WHITCHURCH. SHROPSHIRE. SYtS ZEZ 


TO ORDER CALL 01948 686 295 
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part two of our 
sport horse special, 9 April 


“In jumping a horse can get away with a more 
tricky temperament — but not usually on 
the flat. 

“Rideability is usually the reason that 
stallions score well in both dressage and 
jumping, and a stallion that produces offspring 
that can do any job usually comes down to 
their temperament.” H&H 



Louella Inschallah, whose dam was by Furioso II, 
is the only stallion in aii three discipiine tables 

Topdpg’ 

STATISTICS taken from the British Horse 
Database Sport Horse Annual of 2000 list 
the late British-based stallion Louella 
Inschallah in all three discipline tables of the 
“top 20 living sires by total progeny 
winnings” — the only stallion to achieve this. 
That year he was the fifth highest dressage 
sire, the fourth highest eventing sire and the 
third highest showjumping sire. 

Louella Inschallah, brought to the UK by 
Louis Massarella of the Louella Stud as a 
three-year-old, was by the Anglo Arab 
Inschallah, imported into Germany from 
France as an improving sire. His dam Freya 
was a daughter of Furioso II. 

His offspring included the showjumping 
stallion No Complaints and showjumping 
mare Valhalla, international eventers 
Just Tallullah, Incan Winter, Chuckelberry, 
C’est Moi and grand prix dressage horse 
Out Of The Ordinary. He is the damsire of 
eventing mares Kings Fancy, Kings Gem 
and Kings Temptress. 

“Breeders liked him as, due to his Anglo 
Arab blood, he had a lot of quality,” said Lucy 
Gillingham of the Louella Stud. “He also had 
a fantastic elegant front that he always 
passed on. Put to a thoroughbred he threw a 
horse that looked like a thoroughbred but 


one that had natural elevation and a good 
jump. He was a super, proud stallion, very 
clever and definitely top dog.” 

LOUELLA INSCHALLAH 

SIRE 

Inschallah 

AA1968 

Israel 

AA1953 

Resena(byNithard) 

AA1961 

DAM 

Freya 

HAN 1971 

Furioso II 
r SF1965 

L Wega(byWotan) 

HAN 1947 



KWPN foundation sire, keur staliion Olympic 
Cocktail (by Purioso), ridden by Anky van Grunsven 


Metall (Ferro x Ramiro Z) bas sired sbowjumpers as 
well as Carl Hester’s Olympic medal winner Utbopia 


Stallions who currently appear in two of the World 
Breeding Federation sport horse sire rankings 

Kannan (Voltaire x Nimerdor) — showjumping 1st, eventing 21st 

Contender (Calypso II x Ramiro Z) — showjumping 20th eventing 14th 
Vigo D’Arsouilles (Nabab de Reve x Fleurie de Manoir) — showjumping 17th, eventing 19th 
Cruising (Sea Crest x Nordlys xx) — showjumping 53rd, eventing 5th 
Quite Ea^(Quidam de Revel x Landgraf I) — eventing 68th, dressage 78th 


Other British-based muiti-talented stallions 

Demonstrator (Dynamo x Pik Bube I) — sired successful horses in three sporting 
disciplines as well as many show horses 

Cevin Z (Coriall Z x Carthago Z) — current popular sire of showjumpers and eventers 

Dutch Gold (Dutch Courage x Golden Cloud xx) — sire of dressage and event horses and 
now a significant damsire 

Ramiro B (Calvani x Wendekreiss) — current sire of showjumpers and eventers 



Dutch Gold ranks among the top 
British-based stallions 


Demonstrator’s offspring have excelled across 
the disciplines 
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Th& British Breeding Futurity Vaung 
Hor» Evaluations 2015 


EQUESTRIAN 




Futurity Evaluation Dates 2015 
For young British bred sport horses & ponies^ 

Sponsored by Baileys Horse Feeds 

1 St August Catherston Stud , Hampshire 
2nd August Chelwood Equestrian, East Sussex 
3rd August Writtle College, Essex 
4th August The College, Keysoe, Bedfordshire 
7th August Tall Trees Arena, Cornwall 
9th August Hartpury College, Gloucestershire 
11th August Arena UK, Lincolnshire 
1 2th August Richmond Equestrian Centre, North Yorkshire 
1 3th August Myerscough College, Lancashire 
14th August Southview Equestrian Centre, Cheshire 
1 7th August Solihull Riding Club, West Midlands 
1 8th August Solihull Riding Club, West Midlands 

Entries open at 1 0am on 1 st July 201 5 at www.britishbreeding.org I 
For more info visit www.britishbreeding.org or ring 02476 698871 



CHILTERN EQUINE CLINIC 

chilternequine.com 

For further information please 
call the clinic on 
01344891888 or 
Noelle on 07879492377 


It’s breeding season.... 


You deserve an affordable speeialist serviee 
delivering great results! 


Come to Chiltern Equine Clinie for all your equine 
reproduetive serviees.... 

Our services include... ^Kannan frozen semen stockist!! 

- Pre- breeding checks 

- Fresh, Chilled and Frozen 
semen packages 

- Reproductive soundness 
examinations for stallions and 
mares 

- Problem breeder investigation 

-Semen collection and shipping 

- Embryo Transfer 

-Transported embryo service 

- Post-foaling checks 


Free Lecture Evening - Thursday 26/03/15 at 7.30pm 

WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN YOU’RE EXPECTING 
FROM EMBRYOS TO HEALTHY FOALS 

Please call us on 01344891888 to register for free tickets 






BLACK JACK 

World number 2 jumping sire 
Cornet Obolensky x World no. 2 
eventing sire Heraldik xx. One of 
the best temperaments possible 
in a competition stallion. 


SIR DONNERHALL 

Winner of both jumping and dressage 
section of his performance test. 
Recommended for a career in eventing 
by his 70-day test riders. Subsequent 
dressage Bundeschampion. 


info@elitestallions.co.uk 
01837 880100 
Janies - 07739 342239 
Lorna - 07967 202174 

www.elitestallions.co.uk 


Elite Stallions ships semen from many 
stallions known for their multi-discipline 
prowess, and rideabilty. t* 


LEVISONN 

Winner of his performance 
test in both dressage and 
jumping section. 


QUITE EASY 

Very good semen, 100% refund of 
chilled stud fee if no success, and 
producer of international jumping 
horses and champion eventers. 
Known for improving rideability, 
temperament and the model of 

tho hnrcD 


LANDOR S 

Olympic contenders in both jumping 
and eventing at London 2012. Known 
for giving an uphill model, a will to 
work, and improving the gaits. Two full 
brothers have reached GP in dressage. 








A RECORD BREAKING DUAL 
GROUP 1 WINNER 

Won 6 races, £1,672,130, from 3 to 5 years, 12f, and was placed 9 times 


Won Gr.l Japan Cup, 12f, in course-record time, beating ten 
Gr.l winners 


Won Gr.l Grand Prix de Saint-Cloud, beating five Gr.l 
winners 


Won Gr.2 Jockey Club Stakes, beating two Gr.l winners 

Won LR Glorious Stakes, beating five Groups/Stakes 
winners 


At Stud: Retired to stud in Japan in 2007: 

In first 4 years Alkaased has sired over 163 winners of 544 
races, over 53% winners to runners, with winnings 
totalling over £3,027,015. 


2nd Gr.l Coronation Cup 

2nd Gr.2 Prix Foy 

2nd Gr.3 September Stakes 


Racehorses of 2005: 127 


ALKAASED 

By World Class Sire KIngmambo 


Fee: £1,500 (Oct 1st) 


For further details or a stud card contact: 


Bill Smith on +44 (0) 2392 632 343 or +44 (0) 2392 632 574. Email: ws@kelannestud.com 
KELANNE STUD, Hoe St, Hambledon, Hampshire, P07 4RD 



Silver|gKBl|Twister 

Cla ssIon^Ri'irD! 
propert^j^fjMr^ue Tennant 


HKI.I, ‘l llSVKM H'rUlt 


Silver Wind Twister is an exceptional stallion with a compelling 
pedigree. He is by the legendary and prolific Silver Jasper out of 
Westpoint Diamond by Class One stallion, Roma Diamond Skip. 
"Charlie" has the stamp of classic Irish Draughts, combining 
quality and substance. He has engaging presence, superb 
athletic movement and great scope over fences. His personality 
is just as appealing. He is kind, clever and friendly. 


The Irish Sporthorse is currently ranked number one by the World Breeding Federation for Sport 
Horses in eventing. The breed has always been successful as a show jumper and fox hunter. Both pure 
and partbreds enjoy great success in the show ring in a variety of divisions. Irish Draught breeding 
provides the talent for professionals and the attitude for amateurs. Silver Wind Twister is an ideal 
choice for the production of performance and showing horses. 

www.bclltowcrstud.com 01406^8"2llj22'2B79'83:507761 bclltowcrstud@gmail.com 





PERFORMANCE 



BRITISH 

BRED 




ring’s 

Spirit 

Eventing, show jumping and 
sport horse Stallion 

Spring’s Spirit is an exciting 
young stallion possessing a 
fabulous jump, athletic paces, 
super temperament and beautiful 
looks. He has a fabulous attitude 
to his work and has proven to 
be extremely trainable and this 
is reflected in his competition 
record. He has a big, bold careful 
jump and rises to each new 
challenge when he is asked. 

Juliet 07971 471175 

juliet.chambersl23(a)gmail.com 
john.chambersl91@gmail.com 

www.springfieldstud.com 





• Qualified on 1st Attempt for 2014 5yo British 
Eventing Young Horse Championships 

• Jumped 8 consecutive double clears in 
showjumping and cross country 

• Qualified for 2013 4yo British Eventing 
Young Horse Championships 

• BEE futurity 1st premiums in eventing and 
show jumping 

• Winner at county show level 


LICENCED WITH BREEDERS ELITE UK 


STUD FEE: Special introductory fees for 2015 

of £350 fresh and chilled £250 frozen all 

including VAT and with a live foal guarantee 

CONCESSIONS: For proven/performance 
mares please contact us for details. 

Spring’s Spirit is an obvious choice for 
breeding eventers due to his bloodlines and 
performance with the pedigree for the show 
jumping or the sport horse breeder as well. 



Springfield 

Symphony 


Pobedy 



Gagson 

Wimborn 


Proven Bloodlines - Stunning Progeny 


DRESSAG^,^!^; 

f I 



Stud Fees - £450 
Frozen and £575 
for chilled or 
fresh. 


Dream On 


Dream On is an exciting new prospect for UK sport horse breeding, Oldenburg 
and Westphalian licensed and approved stallion he guarantees quality standing 
at 168cm. He has an enviable pedigree including Depardieu sired by De Niro. 
Dream on has successful progeny competing in all disciplines including 6 year 
old Bundeschampionate finalist Daytona E and 5 year old Bundeschampionate 
finalist Deliano W. Dream. 


Height. 1 65cm ^ 

Stud Fees - £450 frozen, 
fresh or chilled. 



Master Merlin ^ ^ 

Master Merlin is a graded and licensed Sport Horse Dressage Stallion. Kis father 
Schufro is by the world famous Sandro Hit who had three of his sons competing 
in the 201 2 Olympics. Schufros mother is by Don Schufro with Donnerhall blood 
lines. His bloodlines include the Grand Prix Dressage stallion Maximilian. This 
Stallion competed throughout 201 4 scoring consistently above 7, winning the 
Young Dressage Horse qualifier at Sheepgate and became a Badminton young 
dressage horse finalist. 


www.thedressagecompany.com • Tel: 0771 7 1 70777 • Email: terriclareknight@gmail.com 











Brechfa Brynach 

CHAPS Dual Licence No; 1 0297 Sire: Ramexico KWPN 


Skewbald 2003 Dam: Two Tone Two 3/4 TB 

16.1 h.h81/2” bone 


‘He was magical to ride - 1 could have sat on him 
all day - one of the best rides I have ever had. He 
is powerful, mannerly and a great galloper. He 
is a tremendous credit to his owner/breeder, his 
producer and his very capable rider.’ 

Working Hunter ride Judge Robin Sharp 


Quality, proven, all-round Sport’s horse. 
Outstanding temperament. Elegant movement. 
Perfect shape Show Jumping (18/20 HOYS). 
Brave Cross Country. Exciting progeny. 

(See website for more information and photographs) 


Stud Fee £450.00 

(2 return doses with Vet’s Certificate) 
Top quality Frozen semen 
Carol Potts B&W Equine: 01666 881026 
Email, carol.potts@bwequinevets.co.uk 


BRECHFA FARM STUD, PEMBROKESHIRE www.brechfafarmstud.co.uk Tel: 01437 563 660 



Advanced Event Stallion 

2000, 16.1 hh. Bay, SHB (GB) Graded 


By Wetton Apollo (Advanced) ex Magical Lark (Advanced) 
Sira of top quality event and showing youngstock 

Stanley Grange Stud 
North Yorkshire 

Tel:01642 722386 

or David Dixon - Stud Manager 07732 645066 


www.stanleygrangestud.com 


UP WITH 
THE LARK 



Sir#: DeIpKm Supreme Dam: Tiger ULy. 006: 2012 Height: i6hh 


Shew record; Supreme Champion Scottish Horse Show S Cuddy Oualtfier. 
Champlofi Ottergayle Final; Champion Royal Mile Final; Supreme Champion 
North of England Show Unbeaten in his class at all his shows 

Tiger Attach Js standing at stud at 

Stanley Grange Stud 

North Vorkshlre Telephone 01642 722386 





HARJHILL 

Premium Stud Service 


• Top doss stallions for showjumping and eventing, 
including Ramiro B - now ranked in the Top 7 0 of 
the World Breeding Federation Sire Rankings for 
Event Horse Sires. 

• First doss stud facilities with 24hour supervision 


• Ai Packages available for visiting and walk-in mares 

• Fresh and chilled semen collection and distribution 

• Onsite stud vet unit - Sarah Stoneham BVSc Cert 
ESM MRCVS of Cheshire Equine Clinic 

• State of the art fooling down service 



• Arkol • Ramiro B • Pov/er Blade • Peppermill 


Horthill Stud invite you to a seminar; 

Breeding and Producing the Elite Sport Horse 

A Commercial Approach 

Compere: Ed Hollovray 
Expert guest speakers include: 

Sarah Stoneham BVSc Cert ESM MRCVS - Cheshire Equine Clinic 
Oliver Ta^nend - GB No. / event rider and Harfhill Stud partner 
William Funnell - Leading showjumper and Billy Stud partner 
Enda Carroll - Ashford Form Sport Horses 
Paul Hendrix - Dutch Sport Horse Sales 
Arie Hamoen - Leading KWPN Stallion Inspector 


Evening Seminar - March 23rd 2015 at 6,30pm 

Carden Pork Hotel, CHS 9DQ including buffet dinner 


Morning Workshop - March 24th 2015 at 9.00am 

Harthill Stud, SY14 8AE followed by lunch at Bolesworth Castle 


Supported by 




Staliion A! Services 


GAIN 

FEEDS 


CZJiif CV<l,dliom HORSE SCOUT 


ADVERTISE - DISCOVER - CONN EOT 


Book your tickets now... 

Evening seminar: £30 - Morning vsrorkshop: £20 Combined ticket for both: £45 
Tel: 0 1 829 720 775 Email: gemma@harthillstud.com 


harthillstud.com info@harthillstud.com 







Sport horse breeding Diamond Hit 



“He’s the most likeable horse; he’s the man 
every man wants their daughter to marry. 
He’s clean in the stable, kind, loving and 
anyone can handle him. He likes everybody. 
Such a likeable person.” 


All that ^tters 

Alice Collins meets the little super-sire with an abundance of talent in the 
dressage arena, who is still in demand for his regal genes at the age of 18 


A diminutive bay stallion stands 
in the cross-ties basking under 
the solarium on a chilly 
Februaiy day. He yawns and 
paws the ground. It’s hard to 
believe, looking at him, what a 
megastar he truly is. 

For Diamond Hit is a plus-70% international 
grand prix competitor, sire of grand prix horses 
and half-sibling to two other stellar stallions, 
Sandro Hit and Royal Hit. 

The now 18-year-old Diamond Hit is 


undoubtedly dressage royalty. 

Brought to worldwide competitive 
prominence by British rider Emma Hindle, he 
now lives at the slick and modern Sprehe stud 
in Loningen, Northern Germany. 

The Sprehe brothers, Albert and Paul, 
acquired Diamond Hit in late 2012. Emma’s 
father John had recently died, and she had less 
and less time to commit to the horses as her 
involvement with the family’s Brookhouse 
property business grew. 

Sprehe’s manager, Hubertus Funke, was the 


man responsible for picking up the phone after ^ 

hearing “a rumour that Emma might be 2 

considering selling Diamond Hit” . g | 

At the time, Emma and her string were ^ ^ 

based in Germany. 1 1 

“She found she no longer had so much time e 
for the horses as she had to go back home to § 5 
England,” says Hubertus . “It was my j ob to 1 1 

negotiate a clear and fair price for both sides. 1 1 

It was important to Emma the quality of the ^ 

home for him; she didn’t want him stuck in 
some dark corner somewhere.” k ^ 
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IN totals 147 horses by Diamond Hit have been 
registered with British Dressage. There are currently 
91 active progeny registered 


Diamond Hit 




Sister act 


DIAMOND HIT’S dam Loretta had 12 foals 
(two of whom were by embryo transfer in 
2007), including the licensed stallions 
Sandro Hit and Royal Hit. She had five filly 
foals, one of whom, Loretta Live, is by Royal 
Dance and is a full-sister to Royal Hit. 

Loretta Live has recently been acquired 
by the New Zealand-born Reay Campbell 
(pictured, with Loretta Live), who lives in 
Scotland and owns Caledonia Sport Horses. 

“I cannot believe how lucky I am to have 
been able to purchase this amazing mare 
from such an influential and important 
family,” says Reay. “She really is breeding 
royalty. She has already produced a highly 
successful son. Super Mario, who was third 
in the Danish young horse championships 
with Marianne Heigstrand. It is very exciting 
to have Loretta Live in Britain. 

“She is now in foal to Franziskus — this is 
the same F line that produced Super Mario, 
who is by For Compliment. I’m very much 
hoping to use Don Schufro this year, so the 
offspring would be very closely related to 
Diamond Hit,” she says. 




Verden, 2002: at the world young dressage 
horse championships under Anja Engeibart 

Hubertus won’t reveal how much the stud 
paid for Diamond Hit, but he admits it was a 
substantial sum. 

“Normally for a horse retired from sport, the 
price would have been too much money, but 
Mr Sprehe was confident that breeders would 
use him and he’d justify the price.” 

Emma received an initial lump sum for the 
horse, and further sums for the next five years. 


The stallion’s list of illustrious progeny is long. One 
of his elite mares is Diamantina, above, who scored 
almost 70% under MareeTomkinson at WEG 2014 

‘Like sitting on a cat’ 

BORN in 1997, the Oldenburg son of Don 
Schufro was bred in Bramsche, Germany, by 
Gabriele Harder-Brune, who still owns his 
28-year-old dam, Loretta. 

As a foal he was bought by Paul 
Schockemohle, and was later licensed as a 
2 y 2 -year-old colt. 

Gabriele used Don Schufro on Loretta 
because of “his parentage, the very good basic 
gaits and the fact that he was already a very 
successful dressage horse himself’. 

These are the same reasons breeders still 
flock to Diamond Hit today. 

Paul was also attracted to the foal’s 
bloodlines, having stood Don Schufro 
previously. 

“The mother, Loretta, was an exceptional 
mover, and had passed that on to Diamond 
Hit and other offspring,” 
he affirms. 

“Diamond Hit was not so 
long-legged, but was still a 
very nice type and was vice 
World champion and vice 
bundeschampion — which 
was unlucky as I also owned 
the horse that beat him [Don 
Davidoff].” 

Paul estimates that around 
10,000 sport horses now 
carry the blood of Loretta. 

Emma first spotted 
Diamond Hit after his 
two silver medal finishes 
as a five-year old. 

Having initially been interested in Don 
Davidoff, she and Paul, who owned them 
both, agreed that Diamond Hit was “the 
better horse”. 

“I sat on Diamond Hit at Paul’s place,” she 
recalls fondly. “He was incredible — it was like 
sitting on a cat. He’s not very horseesque in 
terms of feeling. He had so much movement 
everywhere, and was short with it.” 


Horses like 
■■ Diamond Hit 
don’t stop if things 
get difficult or go 
wrong. And that’s 
triclq^asarider, 
because they 
never say no 

EmmaHindle 


“Emma looked for a grand prix horse 
and Diamond Hit showed ability for it,” adds 
Paul. “And Emma’s not so big; she looked very 
fine on him.” 

Emma agrees that the stallion’s stature 
didn’t hold him back. 

“The compact ones can sometimes be stuffy 
as the levers of the back aren’t flexible; but to 
be both that short and that 
flexible is quite odd,” she 
says. “Normally, it’s the 
bigger horses with longer 
lines that have the greater 
range. His was quite a 
different feeling.” 

Diamond Hit continued 
to be “quite different” in his 
ridden education. 

“He was the most 
talented but frustrating 
horse to teach,” explains 
Emma. “He was always so 
capable that he’d react not 
quite as you’d expect; for 
example in the changes 
he’d always be early behind or late in front. 

“When he was learning the half-pass he 
clipped his chin with his front leg — he’s so 
flexible he’s almost doublejointed. He’s the 
only horse I know that you can stand directly 
behind and he’ll look you straight in the eye.” 

His flexibility didn’t always work in his 
favour, though. 

In 2003 he had a colic operation after a 0 


Great deals on print and iPad subscriptions at www.horseandhoundsubs.co.uk/subs 
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Sport horse breeding Diamond Hit 





A plu&TO^yb competiton Diamond Hit and Emma 
Hincfle inthe grand pHxspecial at Mannheim 


Diamond Hit’s breeding 

DON SCHUFRO was himself an Olympic bronze 
team medal winner in Hong Kong in 2008 and 
has sired many elite mares and licensed sons. 

Diamond HifsWestfalian damsire Ramino — 
from jumping lines with a good dose of 
thoroughbred blood — was the 1983 stallion 
performance test winner in Adelheidsdorf. 

In 1987 under Melanie Kotten he won team 
gold at the junior European showjumping 
championships. He also had many wins and 
placings at grand prix. 

Diamond Hit has sired numerous elite mareSr 
including Diamantina, who scored almost 70% 
under MareeTomkinson at last year’s World 
Equestrian Games in Normandy. 



Donnerhall 

SIRE FOLD 1981 

DonSchufro 

OLD 1993 ^ Fiestd (by Pik Bube 1) 

OLD 1979 


DAM 

Loretta 

0L019S7 


Ramino 

WEST19S0 

Lassie (by Welt As) 


OLD 1983 



Diamond Kit’s $iro Don Schiifro (loft) took 
team bronze in Hong Kong; his damsire 
Ramino (above) was a performance test victor 


hernia in the small intestine slipped into 
his testicle sac. 

“Most horses can’t touch their own testicles, 
but he could with his hindlegs " says Emma 
incredulously. “That made wound 
management after the operation a nightmare. 
Again, the complications were so ‘unmormal’ " 

Emma nicknamed Diamond Hit *Basil’, 
as he had a “wide-eyed expression, just like 
Basil Brush". 

Despite his perpetually surprised look and 
always-round eyes, it came as no shock to 
Emma that the horse’s talents carried him 
quickfy up the dressage ladder. 

At seven he did his first international 


prix st georges — and won. 

“He wasn’t difficult to train, but you had to 
do it a bit differently to other horses — had to 
think of things in a different way. But I've 
always said: if you canT train a horse with that 
much potential to grand prix, then you should 
give up," says Emma. 

In 2005, Diamond Hit was proclaimed the 
VTV Oldenburg performance stallion of the 
year, his Licensed son Donavan was the 
bundeschampion in Warendorf, his daughter 
Loxana was the Oldenburg mare champion 
mare, and -- on the day tlie award was 
presented — three out of four Diamond Hit 
progeny were approved at the Oldenburg 


stallion licensing. 

Now, his licensed sons number 54, 

Give and take 

THAT year, demand for him as a breeding 
stallion rocketed, and Emma had a tough 
balance to strike. 

“Tliere was a bit of give and take; as a rider 
you want to compete, but tlie breeders want 
liim at home. He was getting five or six mares a 
day, so going away for a few days would be 
upsetting 40 breeders," she says. 

When Emma bought Basil, he already had a 
few offspring on the ground, whom she felt 
were “quite special". Q 


UkefatheK- 



—like son 


SPOTTHE DIFFERENCE.^ 

Diamond Hit (above, left) passes on more than his physical characteristics. His son Daily Deal (above, right) Is 
out of the LauriesxFlorestan I mare Lia, from a fern ily choc-full of state premium mares. The 200S-bom 
licensed stallion also stands at Sprehe.aod the two can see each other from thetr stables. 

Reserve Champion of the NRWIicensingin MQnster-Handorf in 2010, Daily Deal has inherited first-class 
gaits and excellent rideability from his sire, as well as his incredibly friendly nature. 



Oldenburg champion mare Loxana is just one of 
Diamond Hit's many talented, acclaimed offspring 
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Sport horse breeding Diamond Hit 



Ultimately, it was the almost mutually 
exclusive dual goals of using a stallion for full- 
time breeding and active top-level competition 
that were to pixjve the catalyst for Diamond 
Hit's sale to Sprehe, 

Paul Sprehe's daughter Kristina competed 
the stud’s De Niro stallion Desperados at the 
London Olympics. Backtlien, he was still 
standing at pubhc stud, but the pressure of 
combining a breeding and sport career meant 
the stud, was on the lookout for another proven 
grand prix competitor to plug the gap left hy 
taking Desperados off the stallion roster — and 
making him available by fiozen semen only 

Step forward Diamond Hit* 

His purchase also freed up Kristina to 
move Desperados from the stud's EU-approved 
export centre — which has strict rules and 
procedures in place in order to merit its status 
— to train elsewhere^ 

“BCeeping a stallion and offering him chilled 
while he is in elite sport is almost impossible," 
says Hubertus, who points out tliat pressure 
from breeders wanting to see breeding stallions 
out competing drives many ownen to keep 
trying the dual-pronged approach. 

“The best example of this going wrong 
was Toidlas (who was sold to Paul 
Schockemdhle in 2010]. They thought they'd 
buy him for sport and breeding, but it wasn’t 
possible for him. 

“One example of a horse who could handle it 
was Donnerhall, but there are many more 
examples of it being impossible.” 


M never had a horse that talented’ 

DIAMOND HIT did breed while he competed 
with Emma, but he’s likely to have been even 
more successful at both had he not been 
attempting the two jobs concurrently 

Covering the dummy puts enormous 
strain on stallions, and grand prix work is 
equalfy demanding. 

“I never had a horse that talented to just 
sit in the piaffe* And the problem with the 
changes was fitting them on the diagonal — 
for such a small horse he had so much scope,” 
enthuses Enmia* who puts Basil in the same 
talent and temperament category as the likes 
of Valegro and Totilas: “He can be hot to show 
off, then quiet again. 

“Those exceptional horses have so much 
power and expression, but with relaxation 
to take it all in their stride. There aren’t many 
of them ” 

Indeed, when we visit Sprehe and Basil is run 
in-hand around tlie frozen arena, twinkling 
under the winter sim in liis bhngy mg, you see 
him grow with pride and setF-confidence. Then 
he passages back to the stables, impressively but 
politely, not yanking on the leadrope. Huhertus 
jokes fondly that as he’s plaited, he's pumped 
up, thinking he’s going to a show. 

A surplus of talent can be a hindrance to a 
sport career though, as horses are fragile 
creatures. 

“His only dc^vnfall was his ability to 
overstretch himself,” recalls Emma. “He had 
niggling injuries from that, which was a shame 



Proven stallions or young stallions; 
aimed at high performance or 
rideability... 

We know the level of thought that 
goes into your choices. We want all 
your foals to stand out. 


Established sires, International performers, and exciting young stallions... 

visit the website or telephone lor access to many more of Enrope^s stallions. Qur prices are the same as you pay abroad, and our service is second to none for advice with 
stallion choice; impartial advice on semen quality; frozen doses stored in the UK already saving you time and transport costs; shipping arranged and couriers overseen to 
ensure your shipments are on time. 


Diamond Hit 



H&H's Sarah Jenkins rtdes the^kiiKi and lavitig^ 
stallion in 2008 ; tod^.Sphrehe staff team from him 


as it kept his career smaller than it otherwise 
would have been, 

“You could never really put on 100% gas — 
you could run liiin on 50% gas and do well 
because he was so giving and talented,*’ 
she says. 

Horses Like him don’t stop if things get 
difficult or go wrong. And that’s tricky as a 
rider because they never say no, so you don't 
know how much you can push because they 
never indicate when it’s enough,” 

‘He likes them small and grotty' 

ON the breeding side Basil was a little less 
motivated, according to Emma. 

“Those D lines don’t haw much libido — and 


that can cause frustration. There are only 
particular women tliat float his boat. He has 
his type; he likes them small and grotty and he 
sticks to it.” 

That aside. Emma describes the horse as 
“a dream to own and spend time with”. 

"He’s the most likeable horse; lie’s the man 
eveiy man wants their daughter to marry. He’s 
clean in the stable, kind, loving and anyone 
can handle him. He likes ewrybody. Such a 
likeable person.” 

Emma had such faith in the horse that on 
an H&H photoshoot in 2008, when the then 
dressage editor Sarah Jenkins visited Diamond 
Hit in Germany, she boosted the awe-struck 
journalist onto the horse for a ride — no hat. 
gloves or proper boots (of course health and 
safely wouldn’t permit tliis now). 

And the schoolmaster role is one Diamond 
Hit is still fulfilling now. at Sprehe: some of the 
staffhave the privilege of riding him to learn 
how the grand prix movements should feel. 

So has the stud*s faith in this Uttie stallion 
paid off? And have the breeders appreciated 
him? It certainly seems so. 

Since returning to Germany and standing 
at stud frill-time. Basil has been sought by 
breeders from all across the globe. And with a 
stud fee of €1,700 (around £1,250). Mr Sprehe is 
surely right; just like the UOreai advert — 
Diamond Hit. you are worth it. H&H 

Basking in the gkw: relaxed and difninutrve, 

Diamond Hit appears to belie his megastar status 
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Sport horse breeding Artificial insemination 



If you’re planningartificial insemination (Al) 
foryour mare this season, how can you maximise 
your chances of success? Andrea Oakes 
identifies the most important points to consider 


Logistical planning 

DURING the breeding season, a mare ovulates 
(releases an egg) every 18-24 days — a process 
called cycling. Each egg forms inside the ovary 
in a structure knovm as a follicle. 

“A mare is in season — or oestrus — for four to 
seven days, although this 
can vary from two to 12 
days,” says vet Emma 
Houghton of Endell 
Veterinary Group. “She is 
then out of season (in 
dioestrus), for 14-15 days.” 

Timing plays a vital role 
in successful AI. The point of 
ovulation can be 
manipulated to enable 
insemination of semen at 
the optimum moment, 
according to its type (see below). 

“During a season, follicle growth goes hand- 
in-hand with an increase in the oedema [fluid] 
within the mare’s uterus,” explains Emma. 
“When the follicle reaches a key size of 35mm 
we can use either one of two ovulation- 
inducing drugs, Ghorulon and Ovuplant. 


“The mare should then ovulate within 
24-48 hours, which gives us a window to order 
and inseminate semen prior to ovulation. 
Follicle size may be smaller, though, 
particularly in ponies, so it helps to know a 
mare’s breeding history.” 

Semen type 

A good semen sample will 
contain billions of sperm, 
but which type is best for 
your mare? 

> Fresh: straight from the 
stallion (who must be on-site 
or nearby), fresh semen 
offers the highest fertility 
rates and is longest-lasting 
once inseminated. It must 
usually be used within three 
hours, but this varies between stallions. 

> Ghilled: next best fertility-wise, chilled 
semen has been mixed with extenders, 
preservatives and antibiotics to lengthen its 
lifespan to up to 30 hours. This enables 
insemination at home and widens stallion 
choice to further afield in the UK, or even 


MM Sperm from 
certain 

stallions has better 
post-thaw motility 
—swimming 
ability— than 
others 


w 



Under a microscope: a good sperm sample 
contains billions of sperm 


Europe. Timing is still an issue: it must be ready 
at the premises prior to your mare ovulating. 

>■ Frozen: fertility rates associated with frozen 
semen have improved with the use of modern ^ 

extenders and veterinary management. It can o 
be stored ready for use and opens up a ^ 

worldwide pool of stallions, but the 2 

considerable veterinary input required can | 

push up costs (insemination must take place ^ 
within six hours prior to, and four hours after | 
ovulation). Sperm from certain stallions has f 
better post-thaw motility — swimming ability — > 

than others. | 

Semen choice will largely depend upon | 

your mare’s age and breeding health. Fresh ^ 
or chilled will maximise an older mare’s ^ 

chances of conceiving — provided it k 
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VoK't Huss part two of our sport horse 
special in 9 April issue 


Artificial insemination 


arrives on time, prior to ovulation. 

“Our breeding season coincides with several 
bank holidays,” says Fred Barrelet, a stud 
medicine specialist at Rossdales Veterinary 
Surgeons, adding that weekends and postal or 
courier failures can scupper plans to 
inseminate inside a critical timeframe. 

“Semen should have been processed at an 
EU-approved collection centre and must be 
accompanied by the original veterinary health 
certificate. It is illegal to use semen from an 
unknown source or imported from abroad 
without the required health documentation.” 

Mare preparation 

GOOD general health is essential for a mum-to- 
be, so keep your mare’s vaccination and 
worming programmes up to date and her 
hooves and teeth well maintained. But how else 
can you prepare her for AI? 

“We’d rather see a mare 
too light than too heavy, so 
aim for fair condition,” says 
Edward Matson of 
Twemlows Stud Farm and 
AI/ET (embryo transfer) 
centre. “Like females of all 
species, horses are more 
likely to conceive on a rising 
plane of nutrition.” 

If you’re sending her to a 
stud or clinic for AI, pre- 
entry health requirements 
could include checks for 
contagious equine metritis (GEM), equine viral 
arteritis (EVA), equine infectious anaemia (EIA) 
and strangles. 

Edward points out that pre-breeding 
examinations are not always definitive in 
predicting a mare’s chances of conceiving. 

“It is difficult to assess a maiden [first-time] 
mare’s reproductive health before she comes 
into season,” he says. “A specialised equine 
repro vet might suggest endometrial swabs or 
more complex biopsies with a potential 
problem mare. Around 80% of problems occur 
once the semen is inserted in the uterus, 
however, and you can’t tell too much till then. 

“If your mare has foaled previously, give the 
vet as much information as you can about her 
breeding history. This should include when and 
how she was bred, the type of semen used and 
the cycle she conceived on — or why she didn’t. 
This can save a lot of time and money. 

“Be realistic with an older maiden mare. She 
may be super-fertile or she may not, but you 
won’t know until you try.” 

stallion fertility 

HIS looks, performance and temperament may 
tick all the right boxes, but will your chosen 
stallion’s semen get your mare in foal? 

Relevant fertility data can be hard to obtain, 
warns Ered. 

“The key measure of a stallion’s fertility is his 
per-cycle conception rate, but many stud 
owners don’t publish this,” he says. “The 
number of mares he gets into foal tells you 
nothing about the time taken. What you need 
to know is the breeding efficiency achieved 
with his semen. 

“Ask the stallion owner, stud or semen 
vendor for the number of mares that become 
pregnant per cycle. A lot depends on 
management and the individual mare, but you 


need to hear an answer of about 50%. 

“My advice with a young, maiden mare at 
the start of the season is to invest in semen 
from a top stallion. Most sport horses have a 
career behind them, however, so you may be 
breeding from a middle-aged lady. As with 
many species, the chances of getting a mare 
pregnant drop off with age. 

“If she is older than 14 and barren [was not 
covered/failed to conceive the last breeding 
season], don’t use the most expensive stallion 
or frozen semen. Your chances of getting her 
pregnant more efficiently will probably be 
better the following year, once her fertility is 
proven and she has foaled without 
complications.” 

Venue choice 

AI can be carried out at home, at an equine 
clinic or at a specialist breeding centre. What 

might influene your choice? 

“Studies show that 
pregnancy rates improve 
when potential stress is 
minimised,” says Emma. 
“Certain horses may be more 
relaxed at home, but you will 
ideally need stocks for 
ultrasound scanning and 
insemination.” 

Insemination with frozen 
semen is particularly 
difficult to carry out at 
home, yet fresh and chilled 
also need a vet’s input. 

“An AI package at a stud or clinic could well 
prove cheaper, as driving and visit fees often add 
up to more,” says Emma. “The benefit of a clinic 
is that the vet can examine a mare as often as 
necessary without the owner having to be there. 

“Every mare is different, but an experienced 
repro vet with knowledge of AI will be able to 
see more detail in the uterus and follicle to tell 
exactly where she is in her cycle. Better care 


Finding the 
right baiance 

WITH so many different factors to 
juggle, it’s easy to lose sight of the goal. 

“You’re not only looking for the best 
stallion to breed with your mare, but the 
best chance of conception with his 
fertility and semen type,” says Edward 
Matson. “But while your mare’s age and 
breeding background may dictate the 
choices you make, don’t breed for the 
sake of it. It’s all about striking the right 
balance between your budget, your 
mare’s needs and the all-important 
quality of the foal you hope to produce.” 


will most likely bring a better result — and 
fewer scans could lower costs.” 

Potential pitfalls 

rr sounds so simple — and often it is — yet AI 
can disappoint the unwary. 

“Make sure you know the costs up front,” 
says Emma. “Ask if stud or clinic prices include 
extras such as livery, drugs and pregnancy 
scans, and whether you’ll pay the same the 
second time around if your mare does not 
conceive on the first cycle. 

“Most AIs are fine, but complications can 
occur. Not all mares cycle every 21 days. Others 
produce excessive uterine fluid so that when 
the embryo enters the uterus it cannot survive 
and is lost. There’s also a reasonably high rate 
of twinning with some mares. The uterus is 
typically not large enough to sustain both 
embryos — while there’s a high success rate if 
one is “squeezed” within the appropriate 
time, this does involve a risk to the other one. 

“We don’t always know of potential 
problems until we start looking.” H&H 



MM Pregnancyrates 
■■ improve when 
potential stress is 
minimised — certain 
horses maybe 
more relaxed 
at home 
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Stud Services at Oakham 
Veterinary Hospitai 
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www.oakhamvethospital.co.uk 

%/ BEVA approved Practice for Al with fresh, 
chilled and frozen semen 

%/ Competitive pricing structure to minimise 
'per cycle' costs 

%/ On site foaling facilities with 24 hour supervision 
provided by an experienced and highly trained team 
specialising in care of the new born foal 

✓ Embryo transfer and transported embryo service 

✓ DEFRA approved semen collection and 
distribution centre for walk in stallions 

%/ On site semen freezing service available year round 

✓ Close working relationships with agents representing 
Europe's leading dressage, showjumping and 
eventing stallions. 


For more information about our stud services piease 
contact: Matt Necking, Stud Manager 

01572 722647 
or 07976 822903 

matthew.hecking@oakhamvethospitai.co.uk 


please 'Like' our facebook page at: 

www.facebook.com/pages/ 

Oakham-Veterinary-Hospital-Stud/ 
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Reproduction Services 


■ Artificial insemination 

■ Embryo transfer 

■ Defra-approved semen laboratory 

■ Semen collection & analysis 

■ Semen freezing 

■ Mare & Stallion fertility 
investigations 

■ Neonatal & Older Foal 
Intensive Care Unit 


Tel: 01638 663150 

Contact Lorraine Palmer 
to discuss your requirements 


ROSSDALES EQUINE PRACTICE 

High Street, Newmarket, CBS 8JS 

www.rossdales.com 


u 


RC >S 


ACCkFOntO 

PRACTICE 



For further information or to discuss your personal requirements please 
contact Ed Lyall on 07767 478468 or click on www.arundelhorsevets.co.uk 


We care for and about horses 


School of Vetorinftry 
Mcdicini: and 









The Complete 
Stud Service 


For Mare Owners 

• Mare preparation, insemination & scanning 

• Foaling down, post-natal care & assessment 

• 24 hr supervision & CCTV 

Stallion Centre 

• The market leader in equine frozen semen 

• DEFRA approved collection & storage centre 

• Semen storage & distribution service 

• Semen import & export service 

• Frozen semen stored from over 600 stallions 

• Over 60 breeds & types 

• Frozen & chilled semen evaluations 

• Semen frozen for UK/EU/Worldwide 

• Fully equipped laboratory 

Competition Yard 

• Horses competing at all levels 

• Backing & Schooling - Full livery 

• NVQ & RiderTraining 


TEAM Tessa Clarke,Jane Holderness-Roddam, 
Martin Boyle MRCVS,Chris Shepherd MRCVS 


CallTessa Clarke, Stud Manager 
on 07774 161741 




Church Farm,West Kington, Chippenham 
Wiltshire SN1 4 7JE 
Tel 01 249 782050 Fax 01 249 782940 
Email westkingtonstud@aol.com 

www.westkingtonstud.co.uk 




CEVIN Z 

Grade A Inti Show Jumper 
Grey, Approved AES/AWR 
Sire of Inti SJ‘s & Olympic Eventer 
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Select Stallions 

Lxoert se - Qual -y ^ Resjits 


Freezing Rain 


Firkov Du Rouet 


Diamant De Semilly 


Select Stallions aim to bring you a 
selection of the best stallions available. 
Making your breeding selection easier. 


Here are just a few of our stallions for the 
2015 breeding season. 


Tornesch 


T 01 635 578933 M 07545 863527 
E c h ristine@select - sta 1 1 ions.co .u k 






Typhoon S 


Exclusive 


L . y For Pleasure 
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Sport horse breeding 


William Funnell competing 
Billy Congo, whose dam, Billy 
Autumn, is also a grand prix 
winning homebred 




/ 






Pictures by Peter Nixon and www.trevor-meeks-photography.co.uk 


Homebreds 



Starting from 
scratch 


The legend lives on 


A few days after the great Headley Britannia 
died last April, her rider Lucinda Fredericks 
(both pictured, above) was eventing two of 
the mare’s offspring at Larkhill. 

“I cried in every single phase,” she says. 
“But the memories of ‘Brit’ are all good and I 
wouldn’t be where I am today without her. 
With her foals, there’s an element of me 
wanting to do her justice.” 

Lucinda has bred eight from hertreble- 
CCI4* winner Headley Britannia, and three 
more from her other top-class mare Prada. 
She is particularly excited about the Jaguar 
Mail-sired stallion Britannia’s Mail and the 
mare Little Britannia, both of whom she still 
owns and will take up the grades. 

“I believe they are the only foals ever born 
with both parents at the Olympics,” says 
Lucinda of the horses who were born in 
2008, the year that Headley Britannia and 
Jaguar Mail were competing in Beijing. “You 
can see and feel Brit in them. They have that 
bright, ‘up for it’ brain. 

“Hopefully they won’t have to try as hard 
as she did, because they have so much 
more natural ability. Brit wasn’t actually 
that talented or scopey, but she had such 
heart,” she says. 

“It means so much to me to ride them 
and I just hope they’ll follow in their 
mother’s footsteps.” 


Homebreeding rather than buying ready-produced 
equines demands a significant investment of time and 
energy as well as money, but also brings rewards. 
Martha Terry investigates what it means to riders to 
compete on horses they have bred themselves 


C AKES are best home-made — they 
just take time. Could the same 
be said for horses? “Mug’s game” 
and “money pit” are common 
expressions with which to 
brush aside the ups and downs 
of breeding, but, left to the professionals, 
roulette becomes rather more like simple 
mathematics. A growing number of elite riders 
are appearing at top level on horses they have 
bred themselves and in which they have 
invested their time and skill. Is this 
sentimental, fun or quite canny? 

No fluke 

BILLY CONGO is arguably as 
good as any horse William 
Funnell has ridden. He’s won 
many grands prix and 
European team gold. He’s no 
fluke. William and Donal 
Barnwell’s Billy Stud breeds 
up to 60 horses every year 
from the best jumping 
bloodlines. William now 
rarely rides an 5 Ahing but 
homebreds. 

Billy Congo’s mother, Billy 
Autumn, was herself a 
homebred who is now 
winning grands prix in Canada. His sire, 

Vechta, competed on Nations Cups teams with 
William. 

“We got what we were looking for as Billy 
Congo has taken the best from both parents,” 
says William. “The temperament and scope 
from his father, and strong canter and hindleg 

3 Olympic homebred 
medal-winners 

Ben Maher - team showjumping gold on 
Tripple XIII, London 2012 

Sara Algotsson Ostholt - individual 
eventing silver on Wega, London 2012 

Megan Jones - team eventing silver on 
Kirby Park Irish Jester, Beijing 2008 


from his mother [by Animo]. His results are 
doubly satisfying because he’s a homebred.” 

William reduces the gamble by producing 
his horses immaculately, although they are not 
usually backed and started by him — “1 just get 
the glory at the end of a massive team effort”. 

A great rider will improve any horse, and how 
much more so if they have been involved with 
that horse since before conception. 

Mary King describes herself as “incredibly 
fortunate” that the first three horses she bred 
all went to CC14*, and all their offspring bar 
one to CC13*. But how much is down to their 
genes, and how much to their upbringing? 

“1 like to think it makes a difference knowing 
each other so well,” says 
Mary, who used Rock King 
and Primitive Rising for her 
first five foals. 

“I do ever 5 Ahing with 
them myself, from checking 
the young horses daily, to 
backing and producing 
them. 

“Is it just coincidence that 
my homebreds have been 
very straightforward to back, 
while some others have been 
trickier? I think they have a 
deep-down trust of me, and 
seem to enjoy me getting on their back.” 

Fellow eventer Sam Watson was too young to 
have had a hand in his World Games partner 
Horseware Bushman’s parentage (by Puissance 
out of his family’s broodmare Clear 
Conscience). But he remembers leading 
Bushman to the field when he was 13 and 
Bushman was just a whippersnapper, and 
believes that created a bond. 

“You learn about their personalities when 
handling them as babies,” he says. “You can do 
everything ‘your way’ with them — building 
trust is so important in those formative years.” 

Danish dressage rider Lisbet Seiersldlde, who 
took her homebred Jonstrupgardens Raneur 
(by Ragazzo) to London 2012, believes you have 
a head-start when you begin riding a horse 
you’ve known all its life. 

“You know how your horse will react to 
new things,” she says. “You have a strong 
connection because you have been with it 
from day one.” Q 


/ / Billy Congo has 
Bl the scope and 
temperament from 
his father, and the 
strong canter from 
his mother 


William Funnell 
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‘Strong connection’: 
Danish dressage rider 
Lisbet Seierskiide and 
Jonstrupgardens 
. Raneur(byRagazzo) 
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Belgian showjumper Karline de Brabander 
finished puissance runner-up on her Olympia 
debut in December with the homebred stallion 
Fantomas De Muze (Sandro Boy x For Pleasure). 
She says that riding her horses from the start 
gives both them and her confidence. 

“We have the foals in the fields around us, 
and my dad will bring them in 
for a jump,” she says. “Once 
they’re two or three they’ll 
start to work and then come to 
my yard when they’re between 
three and five, by which time 
we know each other very well.” 

Knowing the parents 

MARY’S foundation mare was 
the precocious Kings Mistress, 
who won a novice event on a 
dazzling score of 11 aged five. 

She was only diverted to the 
breeding sheds after she 
severed a tendon in the field — which kick- 
started Mary’s breeding venture. 

As Mary never had the chance to see how 


good Kings Mistress was, she can’t compare her 
with her offspring, such as Kentucky winner 
Kings Temptress. But even with Kings 
Temptress’ offspring, Mary does not believe it’s 
a particular advantage to have ridden the 
mother. However, she has a special interest in 
her embryo transfer pair of five-year-olds by 

Chilli Morning out of Kings 
Temptress, as she has 
ridden both parents. 

“They are sort of twins, 
but one is more like her 
and the other like him, 
so it will be interesting to 
see how they turn out,” 
she says. 

US dressage rider 
Heather Blitz has owned 
her Pan Am team gold and 
individual silver medallist 
Paragon (Don Schufr o x 
Loran) since he was a foal. 
She trained his mother as a three-year-old, but 
says this shouldn’t distract riders from dealing 
with the individual. 


We have 
the foals in 
the fields around 
us and my dad 
will bring them 
in for a jump 

Karline de Brabander 
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Lucinda Fredericks’ Headiey Britannia, flanked i^ the mares who carried Littie Britannia and Britannia’s Maii 



Chip off the old block 

TINA COOK achieved the ultimate 
homebred goal in riding both mother and 
son around the same track. 

De Novo News came ninth at Burghley 
in 2013, 11 years after his dam Douce 
De Longvaut (pictured, above) also 
jumped clear. 

“I thought there was a four-star in Doris 
[Douce De Longvaut] because she was a 
fabulous jumper,” says Tina, who produced 
both horses from scratch. 

“But I thought her legs probably wouldn’t 
take it, so I put her in-foal [to Last News] six 
weeks before Burghley — and that was De 
Novo News. 

“If you’d planned it to work out like that, it 
would never have happened,” Tina adds. “I 
just chose a thoroughbred sire, produced 
the offspring as well as I could, and it was in 
the lap of the gods. 

“She has passed her big jump, great brain 
and sharpness down to all her foals — and 
the fact that one has gone on to be a world 
championship horse makes me very proud.” 


“[Knowing the mother] gave me plenty 
of insight as to what Paragon’s strengths 
and weaknesses might be,” she says. “But 1 try 
to start all the youngsters with the same 
systematic approach.” 

However, knowing that a horse might behave 
like its parents can be an advantage. Lisbet’s 
broodmare, Samantha, passes her character on 
to her offspring. 

“They all love to work and satisfy their rider,” 
says Lisbet. 

“They are very gentle in temperament, so 1 
know never to be too hard on them or they’ll 
lose their trust in me.” 

Karline knew both of Fantomas’ parents. 
Sandro Boy’s top-class showjumping career 
meant that he needed no introduction, and 
Fantomas’ dam, Cordula De Laubry, was one of 
the first horses Karline backed. 

“Fantomas is very similar,” she says. “They 
are both extremely energetic and scared of the 
most stupid things, like grass or a dog. 

“When Cordula was about four, she had a 
really naughty foal with a big character — that 
was Fantomas.” 

Bye bye baby 

RIDERS of this level can sell horses like cars — 
if the price is right, they go. But isn’t there just 
a touch of sentimentality with those you’ve 
brought into the world? 13 


34 SPORT HORSE • HORSE & HOUND • 12 MARCH 2015 


www.horseandhound.co.uk 


Pictures by Peter Nixon, David Miller, Gareth Harford and Jon Stroud Media 


GL’AMOURDALE 

Lord Leatherdale x Negro xAhorn 





I 


3 > 



NEGRO I LORD LEATHERDALE | EVERDALE 
GLAMOURDALE I CHIPPENDALE 




ARKO III 
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Some of the very best Dressage and Jumping sires are again available exclusivley through 
Lickley Horses in 201 5. 

Please visit our website or call me for more information. 



0 www.LickleyHorses.com C 07768 533088 
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Sport horse breeding Homebreds 


Mary says that although she never usually 
has any qualms about selling horses, 
homebreds are different. 

“It’s a real wrench, you feel like you’re selling 
a child — even if they’re never going to win you 
a four-star,” she says. “It surprises me how hard 
I find it. But it’s turned out to be very lucrative 
for me; I’ve built a house through selling 
homebreds.” 

Karline says “it’s always hard to say goodbye”. 
She sold her first really good horse this year, 
the stallion Cadeau De Muze. 

“I was the first one to ride him and we 
learned so much together,” she says. “It was 
good that I was away when he left, as I 
would have cried a lot. But now I see him 
doing well with Philippe [Lejeune] and it 
makes me happy.” 

But William says there’s no room for 
sentimentality in business. 

“They’re all for sale at the right price, even 
Billy Congo,” he says, behind the safety net of 
his brilliant stallion being a vital cog in the 
breeding operation. 

“But what is great is that you’re a part of that 
horse’s story forever, and I take pride in that.” 

Sam says that while the homebred aspect 
“makes you more attached to a horse”, once 
you have to support a family, it becomes easier 
to sell. “Medals are the hope and letting that go 
is hard,” he says. “But failing to provide for your 
family because you chased a dream you 
couldn’t afford is worse. 

“It just makes it extra special when they 
take you round a four-star, looking after you 
and your loved ones by putting pennies in 
the bank!” 

Success with any horse at the very highest 
level is more rewarding than most riders could 
ever imagine. But to do that with a horse you’ve 
dreamed about before it was born — that’s the 
icing on that home-made cake. H&H 
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‘You learn about their 
personalities when handling 
them as babies’: Sam Watson 
trots up Horseware Bushman, 
bred by the Watson family 



Karline de Brabander and the 
homebred stallion Fantomas De 
Muze, puissance runners-up on her 
Olympia debut, gain confidence 
from a long-standing partnership 
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JOHN WHITAKER 


STALLIONS AT STUD 


Argento 16.1hh | Sire: Arko 


Argento was the second biggest money winner in UK 
in 2014 winning numerous International Grand Prix's 
such as Amsterdam, Munich, Treffen plus many other 
International classes. He has kicked off 2015 in great 
form already winning in Treffen and winning the Gucci 
Masters Hong Kong awell as the Longines Grand Prix 
in Hong Kong . He is a super showjumping stallion; 
he has a perfect jumping technique combined with 
a fantastic attitude and tempermeant. His offspring 
Inherit his good looks, athletic movement 
and superb build. 


Frozen semen £ 850 + vat I Fresh when available £1000 + vat 


Cassinis Chaplain 17hh I Sire: Cassini 


Cassinis Chaplain is a very exciting 7 year old 
with outstanding ability - his striking looks, 
style and movement match alongside his 
scopey athletic jump. 


Frozen or Fresh Semen. £750 plus vat 


Please visit www.stallions-at-stud.co.uk for more information 

and to see the stallions in action. 

Call 07852 248233 or emailjc_whitaker@hotmail.co.uk 

for a booking form 












Sport horse breeding The impact of cloning 



Double take 


Equine cloning is not the alien concept it once 
was. As more breeders around the world begin 
to explore the option, Polly Bryan looks into 
its potential impact on the sport horse industry 


F or many, cloning is still a concept 
straight out of science fiction, and 
the idea of genetic replicas of today’s 
equine stars competing in the future 
hard to contemplate. But could this 
be the direction in which breeding 
is moving? 

In 2013, H&H broke the news that a clone of 
William Fox-Pitt’s Olympic partner Tamarillo 
had been born in the US, and more recently the 
breeding world has been rocked by the 
revelation that the late, great stallion Cruising 
has two clones on the ground in Ireland. 

However, sport horse cloning is still in its 
infancy compared to polo, where breeders are 
one step ahead. 

In 2014, 10-goaler and world number one 


Adolfo Cambiaso helped his La Dolfina polo 
team to their eighth victory in the Argentine 
Open, the world’s most prestigious 
tournament. Among his string of top class polo 
ponies was not only the renowned mare 
Cuartetera, but also one other clones, both of 
whom played in the same match, Adolfo 
swapping from one to the other mid-chukka. 

Cuartetera 01 is not the first clone to grace a 
polo field — Show Me, a clone of US 
thoroughbred Sage, made history when she 
played under Adolfo in the 2013 tournament. 

Since teaming up with Alan Meeker’s 
Crestview Genetics in 2008, Adolfo has had 
several of his top ponies copied multiple times, 
with around 100 clones now on the ground. 

Whereas in polo, cloning breaks no breeding 


restrictions, the procedure itself is illegal in the 
UK, while both artificial insemination (AI) and 
cloning are banned under international racing 
rules. But in 2012 an unexpected change of 
heart by the FBI reversed their previous policy 
of banning clones from competing, instead 
announcing that it “will not forbid 
participation of clones or their progenies” from 
international competition. 

For breeders, the news opened up both the 
possibility, and the question: what does cloning 
mean for the sport horse industry? 

The science side 

CLONING involves a tissue sample being taken 
from the horse and the DNA-containing 
nucleus of a cell transferred into a recipient 
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Cloning 


Seeing doubie: Adolfo Cambiaso 
changes from clone Cuartetera 01 
to the original mare mid-chukka 
during the 2014Aigentine Open 



egg, or ooq^e, which has had the DNA 
removed. This egg is then implanted into a 
recipient mare to be carried to term. 

Tamarillo and Cruising are just the latest in 
a line of sport horses to have been successfully 
cloned by the two major companies offering 
the process commercially, ViaGen in Texas and 
Cryozootech in France. 

In 2008, former world champion Gem Twist, 
regarded by many as one of the best 
showjumpers of all time, was cloned by 
Cryozootech. One of the two clones produced, 
Murka’s Gem, is based with Peter Charles. 

“Gem Twist was best horse ever to have 
jumped. His lines must be kept alive,” says Peter. 

Other cloned sport horses include Hugo 
Simon’s grand prix showjumper FT, Ol3mipic 





Judy Ann Melchoir pilots popular stallion LevistoZ, 
whose cione Levisto Aipha Z is now competing 



Aii-time great: Gem Twist and Greg Best leap to team 
and individual silver medals at the 1988 Olympics 


showjumper Quidam De Revel, Ulla Salzgeber’s 
career-making dressage partner Rusty, grand 
prix shovjumper Levisto Z and the prolific 
dressage sire Jazz. 

Of these, just the Levisto Z clone Levisto 
Alpha Z is competing, jumping successfully in 
Belgium under Judy Ann Melchoir. But for the 
majority, cloning in sport horses is used for 
breeding purposes. 

“It’s a tragedy that you can’t breed from top 
horses who have been gelded,” says Finn 
Guinness, owner of Tamarillo, and his clone, 
Tomatillo, who is now based at Finn and wife 
Mary’s Biddesden Stud in Hampshire. “We 
want to keep Tam’s lines going.” 

Finn hopes that Tomatillo will begin his 
work as a sire this year. 

For Cruising’s owner, Mary McCann, 
three-year-old clones Cruising Arish and 
Cruising Encore will allow the stallion’s 
DNA to continue to produce top quality 
horses in Ireland. 

“If Cruising had only been a successful 
showjumper, we wouldn’t 
have cloned him,” she 
explains. “But because he 
was such a successful sire 
we cloned him to preserve 
his traditional Irish Sport 
Horse genetics. This isn’t a 
showjumping exercise; it’s 
a breeding exercise. 

“Cloning successful 
stallions is an important 
step forward for breeding, 
but the clone of a gelding still has to prove 
himself as a good sire.” 

While there is no guarantee a clone will 
measure up the original animal, most will 
demonstrate the same behavioural traits. 

“There’s a bit of deja vu as the two 
youngsters do a lot of things he [Cruising] used 
to do, such as lip-flapping,” says Mary. 

Similarly, when William Fox-Pitt first saw 
Tomatillo playing in the field he told H&H: “It’s 
uncanny how like Tam he is”. 

It costs $165,000 (£108,000) to clone a horse 


at Tomatillo’s birthplace — Kathleen McNulty’s 
Replica Farm in the US. The foal is then 
delivered to its owner at 60 days old. But 
Kathleen stresses there is the option of a 
S3mdicate, having set up a group of investors to 
finance the Tamarillo and Cruising projects. As 
a representative of ViaGen, the company that 
carries out the cloning procedure, Kathleen 
takes on around 150 projects per year, and that 
number is rising. 

“We have a lot of interest from the US and 
Belgium, and from Ireland too,” she says. “I 
actually have many new clients who have no 
interest in breeding — they are doing it for 
performance.” 

A matter of cost versus benefit 

WHILE Cruising’s clones could be entered into 
the Irish Sport Horse (ISH) studbook — which 
along with others such as the Anglo European 
Studbook (AES), Zangersheide, Oldenburg and 
KWPN, allows clones to be registered — not all 
studbooks are in favour of the idea. 

The Warmblood 
Studbook of Ireland (WSI) 
does not allow the 
registration of clones and 
its managing director, 
Thomas Reed, worries that 
cloning will prove 
detrimental to sport horse 
breeding. 

“One of my concerns is 
potential saturation of the 
gene pool,” he explains. 
“Does Ireland really need thousands more foals 
sired by Cruising? For me, we are breeders of 
horses, not manufacturers. With cloning there 
is no creativity involved; we are producing 
nothing new. 

“AI is the Argos catalogue of breeding, and 
cloning is an extension of that. We’ve already 
got people who can’t spell a stallion’s name 
importing his semen. 

“I think cloning is a big mistake, and not 
good for sport. Randomness is what makes 
sport interesting, and cloning limits that. Bi 


/ / It’s a tragedy tiiat 
■I you can’tbreed 
from top horses who 
have been gelded 

77 


Finn Guinness on the decision 
to clone Tamarillo 
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Three-yeai^old Cruising clones Cruising Encore (left) and Cruising Arish (right) demonstrating the same coat colour, but a variation in white markings 


Are clones identical? 


ALTHOUGH cloning is often thought of as producing an 
exact replica of the original, they are not 100% copies. 

The most obvious difference is often a variation in 
markings. White markings are not driven by genetics, but 
due to random migration of white cells during foetal 
development. As a result, the shape and placement of 
markings is likely to differ between the original and clone. 

Clones are not 100% duplicates of the donor animal. 

“The cell which develops into an embryo contains the 
genes of the donor’s nucleus, but also the mitochondrial 
DMA from the recipient oocyte [egg],” explains Eric 
Palmer. 

“Therefore, as an individual, a clone — male or female — 
is only 99% equal to the donor due to the mitochondrial 
DMA from the recipient oocyte. 

“These mitochondria are transmitted during natural 
reproduction by the female line only.” 

As a result, the progeny of a stallion clone will be 
indistinguishable from progeny sired by the original horse. 
However, a female clone will pass on the mitochondrial 
DMA from the recipient oocyte to her offspring, who 
therefore can be distinguished from that of the original. 



Irish Sport Horse stallion Cruising (Sea Crest x Nordlys xx) at the age of three 


“Then there are the potential repercussions 
— we risk the population having health issues 
that won’t be recognised for years,” he adds. 

Thomas is just one of many people who 
oppose cloning. There are a 
number who worry about the 
ethics surrounding it — 
whether it is a step too far in 
interfering with nature — and 
the fact that it can take 
hundreds of attempts to 
produce one cloned embryo 
which can be transferred into 
the surrogate dam. 

However, as Finn Guinness 
points out, “people were 
furiously against AI to start 
with, but they will get used to 
the idea of cloning as they did 
with AI and embryo transfer”. 

A more prevalent concern 
Muthin the breeding community focuses on 
welfare. With so few clones on the ground, 
research into health problems caused by 
cloning remains sparse, as vet and equine 
reproduction specialist Madeleine Campbell 
explains. 

“Cardiac problems, joint problems and 


premature ageing have been reported in 
other species, but there is very little evidence 
to suggest they do or don’t occur in cloned 
equines,” she says. 

“Studies have shown that 
clone foals are more 
susceptible to problems in the 
neonatal period, but we don’t 
know the medium and long- 
term health implications.” 

For Madeleine, cloning is a 
matter of cost versus benefit. 

“At the moment there is a 
welfare issue, in that we don’t 
know enough about the 
associated health risks. 

Cloning a gelding for breeding 
purposes is a risk — there’s no 
guarantee he will perform well 
as a stallion. And I just don’t 
believe that producing a top 
competition horse is a matter of genetics. At 
the moment the benefits don’t outweigh the 
cost and the risk, so we must proceed with 
extreme caution.” 

Irish showjumper Edward Doyle cloned the 
grand prix stallion Samgemgee — a half-brother 
to the Cruising son Flexible — but the foal died 



Gem Twist clone Murka’s Gem will have an important 
role to play in Team Murka’s breeding programme 


at two days old. Edward hasn’t been put off the 
idea though. 

“Unfortunately the foal died due to birthing 
problems,” he explains. “That can happen to 
any foal. I can see plenty of people with enough 
money going dovm the cloning route — the 
next few years will be very telling.” 

Others feel that cloning should be kept to a 
minimum. In 2013, Gem Twist’s clone Murka’s 
Gem was bought by Olga White, and is now 
based with Olympic gold medallist Peter 
Charles as a part of the Team Murka 
breeding programme. But, surprisingly, Bl 


// Cloning is a 
II big mistake, 
and not good for 
sport. Randomness 
is what makes 
sport interesting; 
cloning limits that 

WSI’s Thomas Reed on 
the impact of cloning 
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MOUNT 
St. JOHN 


EXCLUSIVE 
DRESSAGE 
HORSES 
FOR SALE 




Don Schufro, De Niro, Sezuan,Totilas, Furstenball, 
Vivaldi, Sir Donnerhall, Ampere and Bordeaux. 


www.mountstjohnequestrian.co.uk 


Limited Livery Spaces 
and ET available. 
Book early to avoid 
disappointment. 




"Mount St John are breeding world class foals and I am proud to now own two 
of them. I chose them for their impressive movement, balance, bloodlines and 
their super temperaments, t look forward to producing them into competition 
horses that I hope one day will be part of the British Team. " 

Charlotte Dujardin 




WITHOUT 




■^yOi'V'UA-ey 


For further information: 

www.mountstjohnequestrian.co.uk 
enquiries@mountstjohnequestrian.co.uk 
+44 ( 0)1845 537205 


Find us on: 



@ MSJ_Ennnna 
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Big boots to fill: it is hoped 
that Tamarillo’s clone 
Tomatillowill prolong the 
genes of the great eventer 


Peter is not a big advocate of cloning. 

“It should only be done with an exceptional 
horse,” he stresses. “Even then it’s a leap of 
faith. I would never consider cloning any other 
horse in the world, except perhaps Valegro. 
Conventional breeding is the mainstay and 
always will be.” 

Equine vet Mark Emerson is also doubtful: 
“Cloning produces no genetic improvement,” 
he says. “For me, it isn’t the future of breeding 
because no progress is made. It’s a very 
expensive way of standing still.” 

But there can be no doubt that cloning is 
making waves. However, for Cryozootech 
founder Eric Palmer, sport horse cloning will 
remain the exception rather than the rule. 

“Nobody wants to make cloning the normal 
way to produce horses,” he says. “I hope it will 
help a few top-level stallions become available 
and, while it’s unlikely there will be a large 
number of clones, I hope to see good numbers 
of their offspring.” 

The juiy’s out on whether cloning will have a 
significant impact on the breeding industiy, and 
as more clones around the world are prepared 
for breeding duties, only time will tell. H&H 


Mary King: For me, it would probably have 
to either Imperial Cavalier or Call Again 
Cavalier, as I had the most success with 
them. I would clone King Boris for his 
personality — he was such a gem. I’m not 
against cloning, but it’s not something I’ve 
considered. It’s too expensive. 

John Whitaker: I’d have to choose Milton 
— he was one of the best jumpers ever. I 
have mixed feelings about cloning: on the 
one hand it would be great to reproduce a 
superstar, but it’s not quite natural. I 
wouldn’t say I would never consider it, but 
it will be very interesting to see how the 
current clones turn out. 

Carl Hester I wouldn’t clone Valegro, or 
any other horse. I believe that they are one- 
off superstars, and don’t deserve to be 
duplicated, as the fact that they are a one- 
off is what makes them exciting. Second 
time around would feel freakish, rather 
than brand new. 


Who¥NXild 
you done? 



Infamous showjumper Milton would have been 
John Whitaker’s top choice for cloning 
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HARJHILL 



erm 


Proven Olympic Showjumping Sire 

Burggraaf x Voltaire x Lector 


KWPN & AES Approved 

Infernofionol Grand Prix and Nations Cup winner, part of Team GB at the 2006 World 
Equestrian Games and the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games 
Fifth at the 2007 European Championships 

Peppermill and John Whitaker were anchor-men in 22 Nations Cups 
Peppermill produces stunning young stock with presence, power and engine 


Stud Fee £ 1 000 ^ No Foal Free Return - Ejccellent quality frozen semen 
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Nina Barbour: +44(0)7789 372 499 Gemma Holt: +44(0)7941 857 460 Tel: +44 (0)1829 720775 
Harfhill Stud LLP^ Egerton Hall Farm^ Shay Lane^ Ma/pas, Cheshire^ SY14 8AE 


www.harthillstud.com mfo@harthillstud.com 
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Contact: Mark Fitton: 0161 790 2831 


RAINBOW 

HIGH 


FORTINO 


1995 BayTB 16.1hh.An 
impeccably bred good looking 
■ horse, Rainbow High is a 

I class performer, tough and consistent on the track. Won or 
placed in 10 group races by Rainbow Quest out of Imaginary 
I (Dancing Brave). 

. Stud Fee TB = £800 concessions available, Sport Horses = £500 


1 7. Ohh Westphalian 
Dressage horse by 
Fortissimo out of Furiosa 
(Furioso) a Grand Prix 
Dressage Horse with a 
fabulous pedigree and excellent rideability. 

Stud Fee £500 NFFR 


ANDES 


Shinney Tenth. Graded with 
^ ^ SHB (GB). Frozen Semen 

Only. An upstanding, big 
moving, versatile horse, the sire of numerous 
champion show hunters and event horses. 

Stud Fee £500 NFFR 


www.newhillfarmstud.co.uk 


CANAL 
flSv LAVRA’S 

1999 Grey 14.2hh reg Con- 
nemara by Abbeyleix Owen out of Village Laura. A 
pony with the complete package. 

Stud Fee £250 NFFR 


' MAGIC 
MORRIS 

2006 bay 14hh reg Connemara. 
Fantastic movement and a 
delightful personality. By the 
legendary Boden Park Finnard out 
of Tatham Baby doll (Ennerdale 
Steele Prince). 

Stud Fee £250 NFFR 


AYE AYE 
SKIPPER 

- 2006 grey Grade 1 RID 

' ■ A 16.2hh by Skippy Too out 

E of Maeve (Huntingfield 

Proud Tim). Fantastic back 
breeding, Frozen semen stored with the RDS on their 
genetic diversity scheme but also available at home 
iby natural service or chilled/frozen semen. 

I stud Fee £400 NFFR 


“Where Future Champions Are Made 


Silvester 

16.3hh KWPN 
AES graded 

Consistent 
Top Quality 
Breeding 
Sire 




Viewing of Siivester and youngstock is most weicome 
to appreciate movement and temperament. 


For more information, pictures and videos, 
see www.wgstud.co.uk 

or contact Hazei on 01869 252224 / 07779 217215 



info@elitestallions.co.uk 

fJcsJlUl * 01837 880100 

James - 07739 342239 / Lorna - 07967 202174 
www.elitestaliions.co.uk 

***** 1 (ciuliieQ&iallmis 





it lid 6 i rcprodkiaioi] services 

Over 25 years 
experience In 
Equine Artificial 
Insemination 


** Our aim is to offer the complete semce for the 

supp/y of somen and insemination of your mare ** 

Competitively priced vets fees packages available 

contact Carol Potts for further In formation 
on dll oirr equine reproduction services 

carol.potts@bwequinevetsxo.uh 

O 

Willesley Equine Clinic^Tetbury, Gfouces-tershire. GL8 8QU 

ww w.^q u i n ea I xo^u k 


A WA TOKkJt CTPlTTi A 

^ TOP cues POilWMANaSIM^ ^ 

tm Mm/TATmis your Gmumu 


OUR 16 ON SITE AND WALK IN STALLIONS INCLUDE: 
12.2HH - 16.3HH . PLAIN . APPALOOSA . COLOURED (SOME HOMOZYGOUS) 
. T.B. . WARMBLOOD . I.D. . PBA . NATIVE . COB . TRADITIONAL 
. NATIVE PROVEN SHOW JUMPING SIRES 
. PROVEN DRESSAGE SIRES 
HOYS & RIHS SHOW HORSE SIRES 
GRADE A SHOW JUMPERS, 3 ELITE GRADED PERFORMANCE 
COLOURED STALLIONS 



IP TOU w ANT TO imBCTD roOnrEN W1^ 

FANTAOTIU TEMFKRAMHNTX tfUTBKH CXINPOEMATION 


UMKI^FUKTHB^^ 

11 

APPROVED A.L CENTRE FOR ClilIl£D SEMEN 
FROM ANY UR OR EUROPEAN STALUONS 
DEFRA APPROVED SEMEN COLLECTION CENTRE 
FOR UK AND EU. S1ALUON5 TAKEN FOR DUMMY 
MARE TRAINING AND SEMEN FREEZING 



Fw mm 4«t9Ai M our mm vnisitt wwiw.countryfdrni^iiil.'CO.Uk 
Fw {xriom iohd bfDclKjm Klc|it^ 
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AFFORDABLE WORLD-CLASS STALLIONS 


Advanced Eventer. Bay 16.1hh 9 V 2 bone 
Graded Trakehner Verband, SHB, AES 
Stud Fee: £700 nffr Oct 1 

_ o I n t [! ix 


Eventing / Dressage. Grey 1 6.1 hh 9" bone 
Graded Trakehner Verband 
Stud Fee: £600 nffr Oct 1 


Hannibal is an all-round performer 
with tremendous natural jumping 
ability, outstanding temperament 
and charm. An Advanced eventer 
at eight, he competed all over 
Europe including the World Cup 
Final at Pau and was short-listed 
for the Swedish Olympic Team in 
2004. Hannibal is a versatile and 
successful sire, passing on his 
sunny temperament, correct conf- 
ormation and good looks. He has 
produced champions from every 
crop including two graded stallion 
sons, two elite performance tested 
daughters and three premium- 
graded daughters. His full-brother 
Haarlem competed at four-star at 
Luhmuhlen and Pau and his 7 yo 
son is impressing at one-star. 


A super charmer, Contis qualified 
for the 4, 5, 6yo and Novice even- 
ting Championships, and for Cpen 
Regional Finals at Elementary and 
Medium dressage. Contis offers 
elegance, lightness, elastic and 
expressive paces and a pedigree 
with true quality and performance 
on both sides. His first crops exc- 
elled both as foals and at grading, 
with his first filly Premium graded 
in 2011 and his colt Utah graded 
in 2012 and performance tested 
with record marks in 2013. His 
part-bred offspring from a range of 
types show precocious talent; in 
2013 a five-year-old filly won 9 
eventing points, going on to 
impress in 2014 at Intermediate 
and one-star. 


J The first British Trakehner stallion 
^ to be graded for several years, his 

correct conformation, correct and 
energetic paces, brilliant jumping 
1 and exceptional temperament 
^4“ , , ' ' drew genuine enthusiasm from 
the judges. His pedigree comb- 
, ■ ines charm, refinement and 

' ^ quality from his sire Contis with 

vf the tremendous performance 
r ; J influence of Roland through his 

^ ^ Elite dam Uppsala, daughter of a 
^ ' Supreme Champion mare and 

i dam of two Premium mares. 

In 201 3 he began work under 
saddle, continuing to impress in 4 
year old eventing classes, and 
completed his Performance Test 
with an all-time record score. 


Black-Brown 16.3hh QW bone. Graded TBF 
Stud Fee: £500 nffr Oct 1 




Chestnut 16.1hh 9y2" bone. Graded TBF 
Stud Fee: £400 nffr Oct 1 


Parsifal offers an exciting fusion of 
extraordinary movement with 
natural jumping flair. Comments 
from his 2013 grading included 
“the best trot I have seen” and 
“the strongest back end I have 
seen on a stallion”. His pedigree 
combines all the sporting ability 
and charm of his sire Hannibal 
with the legendary rideability of 
GP dressage stallion Van Deyk 
(sire of Kaiserdom and Kaiserkult 
and grandsire of Grafenstolz) 
through his outstanding dam 
Prettiness, a regional Champion. 
Under saddle, his willingness is a 
constant delight, yielding placings 
in 4-year-old eventing classes and 
a brilliant top score at his nasta 
Performance Test in August. 


Concessions for Winners and their Dams 
YOUNG TRAKEHNERS USUALLY FOR SALE 
Godington, Bicester, Oxon 0X27 9AF 
Tei: 01869 277562 www.godingtonstud.com 






Kelsall Hill SHB (GB) Affiliated Show 
Sunday 26th April 2015 





STRINGER 

■aqyme v^tarmpry pra^tica 

01392 468804 01647 231246 

www.devon-equine-vets.com 

Reproduction and Stud Services BEVA 
Accredited frozen and chilled Al, Embryo 
Transfer and Stud management, 
breeding advice and foal care. 


Class 1 Blue Chip Flat Ridden Sport Horse Class 

Class 2 Novice Working Hunter 

Class 3 RIHS Lightweight Working Hunter 

Class 4 RIHS Heavyweight Working Hunter 

Class 5 Novice Hunter 

Class 6 RIHS Small Hunter 

Class 7 RIHS Lightweight Hunter 

Class 8 RIHS Middleweight Hunter 

Class 9 RIHS Heavyweight Hunter 



Entry Fees £28.00 per entry ^ 

plus £9.00 RIHS levy for the RIHS qualifiers. 

Schedules are downloadable from our home page: 

www.kelsallhill.co.uk 

Enter via: 

http://www.kelsallhill.co.uk/eventsdetails.aspx?id=547 

by post or over the phone with registration number and 
payment in advance. 




Kelsall Hill Equestrian Centre 

Tel: 07809 689972 www.kelsallhill.co.uk 



GAMBLER 

Zanzibar - Special D / Jaccovita 
Carla - Voice (De Niro) / Hemira 

16 hands 2 ins Bay, born 2011. Gambler is a new 
3 Oldenburg sire for 2015. Licenced by AES, Gambler 
has a pedigree second to none. Both Granddams 
‘ .V have produced progeny competing 
^ at PSG and Inter 1. Voice, Special D 
and De Niro need no introduction with 
extensive competition records and numerous high 
quality progeny. In his early training, he is proving 
to have an exceptional temperament and willing 
disposition. 

He will be based in North Yorkshire. 

Telephone: 01325 378357 / 07736 288111 
Email: yscales@aol.com 



EAST LYNCH STUD 
FRANKLINS GARDENS 

Bay. 16.1i/2hh 2000 By HALLING - WOODBECK, by TERIMON 

FROM A GROUP PRODUCING MARE BY A TOP CLASS STALLION 

High class Group 2 & 3 winner Winner of 4 races, 

£201 ,376 including GR 2 Yorkshire Cup. 

A striking horse with an outstanding pedigree. 

His progeny are correct, good movers and have wonderfui temperaments. 
Retired sound. 

Youngstock in training with Jeremy Scott and David Eisworth. 

Already making a mark with his first crop in point-to-points GARDEN WHiSPER etc 
and National Hunt flat races with FLASHYFRANK. 

Stud Fee: £1 ,250 (1 st October Terms) 

Excellent fertility. 

Tough and durable high-class miler 

BABODANA 

Oh, 16.1hh2000 

By BAHAMIAN BOUNTY - DAANAT NAWAL (Machiavellian) 

Won 3 races (including the Lincoln Handicap in 2004) 

Winnings £222,083, Retired sound. 

An impressive individual combining bone and quaiity with an exceptionai 
temperament, suitable sire for any equestrian sphere. 

Concession for NONTB Mare 
Stud Fee: £1 ,000 (1st October Terms) 

Enquiries to: DERRiCK SCOTT, EAST LYNCH STUD, MiNEHEAD, SOMERSET TA24 8SS 
Tei/Fax 01643 702430 
info@eastiynchstud.co.uk 
www.eastiynchstud.co.uk 


\?dut(7rhill (|)tud 


^ Top CfuMM SkfaHiortA f?f JJifaJfiiiJc fee* 



If you would like more information please visit us at www.vauterhillstud.co.uk 


HQRSE'HDUND 

SPORT HORSE ADVERTISING 
STUD SEASON 

SPORT HORSE - PART 2 
on sale April 9th 

Closing for all copy Thursday 26th March 

PLUS OUR DISCIPLINE SPECIFIC 
ISSUES OF:- 
- DRESSAGE SPECIAL - 
on sale March 26th 
- SHOWJUMPING SPECIAL - 
on sale April 2nd 

For further information, help and advice please 
contact Lucy Willans - Tel. 0800 316 5450 
Email :lucy.willans@timeinc.com 
















Advanced Event Horse 16hh Bay 
Sire: JUMBO 0am: Grafham Society 
Approved BWBS. 

This charismatic stallion is a real looker! 

Not just a pretty face he is also the biggest mover on the stud- A popular 
choice for breeders wanting to use a smaller horse with beautiful conformation, 
expressive paces and a charming, laid back temperament. 

He has already produced countless County Show Champions and HOYS 
qualified animals* He consistently stamps his stock with big paces and his 
wonderful temperament. He is yet to sire a chesnirt foal. 


The stud’s outcross stallion currently being used on JUMBO mares. 

This incredibly consistent stallion has combined busy stud seasons with 
limited outing amassing 246 points. Successes included winning the 
Advanced section at Aston. His oldest stock are now starting their careers 
under saddle and are impressing with their jump, paces and attitude, ail seem 
to inherit his good looks and beautiful limbs. 

Wish Upon A Star is one of two outcross stallions standing at Graf ham Stud* 
He was purchased in Holland as a 2yr old on account of his outstanding 
conformation, fovely bloodlines and super jump. At the time I purchased hfm 
I was bowled over by his beaLftiful limbs and tremendous charisma - at this 
time t could not have predicted what dizzy heights his sire 'Gribaldi’ and the 
great Moorlands Totilas would reach. 



16.2hh, 2006 Sire: Jumbo (Skippy) 

Dam: Dam Ornela {Snap Surprise) by Mangan (TB) Graded Breeder’s Elite 

Known as Junior at home Philanderer Is the youngest of the stud 
Jumbo sons - all of which are Advanced eventers. 

He has proved to be super talented eventing - starting the 2013 season with 
just four points and upgrading to Advanced by the end of the 2014 season. 

Junior has his sire’s outstanding jump and temperament with an extra injection 
of quality from his TB dam. 

As well as eventing successfully (and 
destined to continue his eventing career in 
201 5) Junior aJso show jumped successfully 
at Foxhunter level last winter. His first foals 
are eagerly awaited this season. 

Concessions available to Advanced Event 
mares and the dams of Advanced eventers. 



Advanced Event Horse 1 6.1 hh Dark Brown Sire: JUMBO 
Dam: SUMMER JANE (TB) Approved BWBS 

A lighter framed, more refined version of JUMBO with an extra 
cross of TB blood. 

A late starter to stud duties he has already 
produced some lovely youngsters, the oldest 
of which are 8 and can be seen out eventing 
this season. 

J I GILO is the ultimate 'cross country 
machine’ fast, bold and genuine. An ideal 
cross on stronger mares and like his half 
brother yet to produce a chestnut. 


<;RAFHAIVI STtD Upper CoemEie Farni» 
Witheridget Tiverten, Devon, EX16 SQL UK 



Telephone: 01884 861024 email: grafhamstud@hotmail.com 
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www.endhousestud.co.uk 


(END HOUSE STUD) 

PROVEN COMPETITION STALLIONS •BEVA APPROVED AT CENTRE 
End House Stud, Gisburn, Clitheroe, Lancashire BB7 4HW 

• Tel: 01200 445 426 • Mob: 07976 281 727 • Email: stallions@endhousestud.co.uk 


SEE END 
HOUSE 
THEN 
DECIDE! 


AIMBRY CHESTER 

15hh British Warmblood Graded SPSS / Licensed 
NPS, Advanced Level DressageStud 
Fee: £450 Frozen Semen Only 
THURSDEN VALLYE RAPHAEL 

14hh Show Hunter Pony Licensed NPS / Graded 
SPSS, Multi Supreme Champion Ridden & In 
HandCompeting PSG Level Dressage - AHS 
Premium 

StallionStud Fee: £500 NFFR 
LANDPIROL 

17.1hh Oldenburg Graded BWBS, International 
Grand Prix Show jumper 

Stud Fee: £550 NFFR 
BROADSTONE DRAMATIK 

16.3hh British Warmblood - Champion at BWBS 
Stallion GradingGrand Prix Dressage Stallion 
Exported to Australia 

Stud Fee: £550 Frozen Semen Only 
SIREN'S MISSILE 

16hh Thoroughbred Champion Sports Horse/ 
Hack Stallion, Licensed GSB/NPS 

Stud Fee: £375 NFFR 
COEDEN DADDY COOL 

Welsh Section C 138cm Champion In hand - 
Licensed WPCS 

Stud Fee: £250 NFFR 
KINGS POINT 

IS.lhh Thoroughbred Group & Listed Winner - 
Graded SHGB 

Stud Fee: £400 NFFR 
ROTHERWOOD SIGNATURE 

Welsh Sec. B 128cm. Graded SPSS, SPSS 
Showjumping Pony Champion 2011 & 2012 

Stud Fee: £350 NFFR 


Photos Credits: 
Equinational, Nick Gill, 
Fotographie - CB, The 
Event Photographer, 
Ultimate Images & 
Emerald Fotograffs 


National Stallion Association 



The 2015 Performance Test Qualification window 
is now open. 

Final Days to be held on 25/26 August at MK 
Eventing Centre, Milton Keynes MK19 7HQ. 

All breeds of horse and pony are eligible. 

Entries close 27 July. 

Stallion Owners - let your young stallion join the 
ranks of such stars as Catherston Decipher, 
Codington Hannibal and All That Jazz. 

If you want to promote your young stallion as a 
competition sire then the nasta Performance Test 
is a must. Also useful for the older stallion who 
has not had a chance to compete. 

Eor full details call 01869 277562 or see 
www.nationalstallion.org.uk 


CATHERSTON STALLIONS^ 

Proven performance breeding for over 60 years of horses to 
suit all capabilities of rider and disciplines 
10% stud Fee Reduction for mares booked in before the end of March 



Catherston Liberator - £500 

International Dressage horse & Advanced Eventer. 
Sire of successful Eventers, Dressage and Show Horses. 


Timolin - £1,000 

Champion SHB and BEF Futurity Stallion by Totilas. 
First crop of foals expected 2015. 


Catherston Spingsteen - £500 

International Grand Prix Dressage Horse. 
Sire of successful Eventers, Dressage and 
Show horses. 





Opposition Bombshell - £250 

By Fleetwater Opposition out of a Dutch Courage mare. 
Sire of Futurity Elite, first crop rising 3 years. 
Passes on his movement, temperament 


Littledale Bright Star - £250 

Pony sire of Performance Horses and Ponies. 

Sire of Champion Dressage Horse, Event horses 
and Ponies and children’s riding ponies. 

All of these Dual Purpose Stallions should produce stock for 
competing in all disciplines. 

Please contact: 

Anne Dicker or Jennie Loriston-Clarke, Catherston Stud, 
Croft Farm, Over Wallop, Stockbridge, Hampshire S020 8HX 
Tel: 01264 782716 or Email catherston@btconnect.com 
or at www.catherstonstud.com 



J 



'"nie Anabun stattioii Mptin ti tli« E|>drt'honf< brc«dln| 'HTtirld by ^orm . . 


''tending rvcnllng and brv eften Arc breeding their mo>l vAluAble tnarcft 

tf> H Tijbftg0...exi:eIleiit ctmlnriUAtlan, ntitstartdlliig movenicdt, electric preflence.., 
Ttmdern type, bcrtuly jand clegiaiic«,^.p 4 iii»ei 4II Ihiit on to bin progeny** 

- VLrpi, 1 1 

• International in-hand champion and sire of many in-hand champions, including 
5 British National Champions, 4 Reserve British National Champions. 

• All-tcnic liigbest rndked Arabian tire in the B£F stallion rankings: 

■stre of Elite foalfi, incluilifig Lhc 2CM1 naUcinal |otnt top- Scaring Eventing faa]. 

• The 2012 HOYS Supreme Champion Romanno Bedriska (Elite Oldenburg) is hooked to H Tohago for 2015! 


A\‘*AfLABL£ WORLDWIDE - Extremdy generotts terms artd 

For more details see hin website: 

WWW. li - to bago.c o m 
Ur owner, Kate Fox 

Tel: 07710 4i649B Email: kalefaxmarsli|^gmaiLcoin 









Bloodlines 


Sport horse 
breeding 


Send all your sport horse breeding 
news to allce.colllns@tinielnc.coni 


Hope for the best, but 
prepare for the worst 


Carole Mortimer 




I T’S that timeof the yearthat 
breeders are waiting for — the 
foaling season. It is a fact, 
however, that not all 
pregnancies will have a happy 
conclusion, and some breeders 
will be facing difficult decisions. 

It is not pessimistic to be 
prepared for the worst — equine 
births that are not progressing 
normally can go wrong quickly, 
leaving little time to ensure a 
positive result. 

A 24/7 job 

THE most heart-breaking 
outcome is the death of either 
the mare or the foal — something 
for which most people are totally 
unprepared — but the possibility 
should be thought about and 
planned for. 

For the past 50 years, the 
National Foaling Bank has 
offered guidance and solutions 
to the problem of what to do 
with an orphan foal, or a mare 
who has lost her foal. Run since 
its inception by its founder, the 
indefatigable Johanna Vardon 
l\/IBE,the National Foaling Bank 
has organised tens of thousands 
of fosteringsas well as providing 
24-hour advice over the phone. 

But even Johanna 
acknowledges that the time has 
come to find a replacement to 
run the organisation, even 
though she says she will be at 
the end of the phone “till her 
dying days”. 

“I do need cooperation from 
thebreedingindustryandido 
want a replacement,” she says. 
“The National Foaling Bank has 
to go on.” 

Vital service 

IN ordertoenableJohannato 
help carry on there is currently a 
membership, for which sport 
horse breeders pay a nominal 
sum of £20. It is a cost that few 
pay or think about until they 
need the help of the foaling 
bank, and Johanna’s records 
show that only eight of the most 
recent 200 users were paid-up 


members — not that she turns 
anyone away, but it seems a 
small price to pay for a vital 
service. 

While Johanna’s experience is 
invaluable — she really ought to 
write the book — the need for a 
central database of available 
mares and foals is vital. The 
National Foaling Bank is still the 
place that most people call 
when the need arises. Perhaps it 
is somethingthe new national 
British Breeders’ Network could 
help Johanna with? Inthe 
meantime, perhaps all those 
expecting foals inthe next few 
months could send in their £20 
membership — it might be the 
best £20 you spend. 

Johanna will giveatalkon 
orphaned foals and the work of 
the National Foaling Bank as 
part of a foaling the mare course 
to be held atTwemlows Stud on 
21 March. 

Deadly diseases come closer 

ANOTHER wake-up call for 
breeders is the case of the horse 
in Lower Saxony, Germany, who 
tested positive for the fatal and 
notifiable disease, glanders 
(www.eurodressage.com, 28 
February). 

Although it later appeared 
to have been a false positive, 
Germany lost its “glanders 


free” status as a result. 

The disease, which is not one 
associated with Europe, is 
zoonotic, meaning that it can be 
transferred to people. 

Prevention involves restrictions 
on transport, quarantine and 
strict biosecurity. 

Australia, a country hot on 
who or what arrives on its 
shores, has currently issued a 
six-month halt on imports from 
Germany, including frozen 
semen — something that would 
not be good news for British 
sport horse breeders were the 
UK to enforce restrictions. 

The case once again 
highlights the increasing 
possibility of the arrival of deadly 
diseases inthe UK. 

In the meantime we must 
take the threat of diseases we 
know we have seriously, 
particularly during the breeding 
season — peak time for the 
movement of semen and stock, 
especially vulnerablefoals. 

All breeders should check the 
health status of their mares and 
foals well before going to stud, 
and all studs should be asking 
for the relevant paperwork and, 
of course, that for imported 
semen. Breeders need to think 
twice if nobody asks for, or 
shows, evidence of current 
health status. H&H 



Thursden Vallye Raphael 
SPSS 2003 


Breeder: Catherine Billington 
Owner: End House Stud 
Rider: Fiona Johnstone 


TH E Sport Pony Society Studbook 
(SPSS) graded stallion Thursden Vallye 
Raphael, a winner and champion in the 
show ring, is currently competing at 
prix st georges (PSG) dressage. He is 
the only British-bred pony stallion at 
the level. 

The 12 -year-old was bought as a 
five-day-old foal by End House Stud 
in Lancashire, where he now stands. 

He is a son of the British-bred dressage 
stallion Aimbry Chester (deceased), 
who was trained to advanced level 
and competed at medium, and was 
also a prominent face of Baileys 
Horse Feeds. 

Chester was a pink-papered son of 
theWBS-UKgraded stallion, Wadacre 
Chicko, and his full-brother Aimbry 
Cabana (AES) was the elementary 
national champion in 1997. Wadacre 
Chicko, out of a thoroughbred mare by 
Sea Moss, was by the Danish 
warmblood Atlantus, one of the first 
warmblood stallions in the UK. 

Aimbry Chester is out of a Danish- 
bred mare by Rastell, a significant sire 
of jumpers and a son of Raimondo. 

Raphael’s dam. Berry Rose Dawn 
Chorus, was a graded SPSS pony mare 
by the famous Yealand Night Owl, sire 
of champion pony stallion Colbeach 
Nightlight. 

N ight Owl brings Arab blood to the 
mix through his half-Arab dam. He was 
a grandson of Bwich Valentino, who 
became one of the best-known British 
pony sires — he also appears twice in 
the dam-line of Berry Rose. 

Raphael is the sire of the several high 
scoring sport ponies at the British 
Equestrian Federation (BEF) Futurity 
evaluations, including last year’s third 
highest scoring event pony, Tarnbrook 
Take It All. H&H 
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Aimbry Chester 
AES 1993 



Wadacre Chicko 
BWBS1980 
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DAM 
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awn Chorus SPSS 


Yealand Night Owl 

Riding pony 1982 

Yealand Vanessa (by 
Botingelle Swansong) 
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WWW.SOSATH.COM I WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/HOFSOSATH 



Dear breeders, and horsepeople, 

We are looking forward to an exciting new year 2015 - new stallions, 
new-born foals, many events. We are breeders, too and know that 
you are standing in front of the very difficult decision "Which of these 
many stallions is the right one for my mare?". 

It is our big advantage that we know our stallions and their breeding 
value very well because we work with them every day. But, we can 
share our knowledge with you! 

Would you like to use one of our proven stallions? It is very easy to 
send chilled semen to the United Kingdom. Please contact us if you 
like to get further information or contact our agent James Crawford, 
info@elitestallions.co.uk, 01837-880 100. 

We welcome you - Sosath family-nteam 



Have you already 
ehosen the right stallion? 


We kindly invite you to our 
OPEN DAY on Easter Saturday, 
April 4th 2015! 


Enjoy the stud with its 300 horses, breeding stallions, foals and a 

great programme together with an interesting exhibition for young and old! 


We can offer you a selection of proven 
sires and young stallions out of very inte- 
resting bloodlines: 

Dressage: 

AMPERE, ANTANGO, BENIRO, BRISBANE, 
FLORENZ, FRANZISKUS, HONORE DU SOIR, 
KARDINAL, ROCK FOREVER NRW, SAN RI- 
ANT, STEDINGER 
Jumpers: 

CADOR, CAMPITELLO, CASINO BERLIN, 
CASINO GRANDE, CASIRO, CASIRUS, CLIN- 
TISSIMO Z, COOLIO, LANDOR S, LEVISONN, 
LORDANOS, LORD CASSINI, LUDWIGS AS, 
NALDO, QUAID, QUALITY 


Depenflether Str. 5 | D-27809 Lemwerder 
Telefon - h 49 421 675863 | post@sosath.com 

James Crawford | info@elitestallions.co.uk | 01837-880 100 

All important dates and further information + videos to the 
stallions and the horses for sale at www.sosath.com. 
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BRINGING THE BEST STALLIONS TOGETHER 



CALIGUIA 


FURSj 


[CHACOON 
BLUE * 


ACTION BLUE (by Action Breaker) 


Elite Stallions 

www.elitestallions.co.uk I info@elitestallions.co.uk 

01837 880100 

James: 07739 342239 I Lorna: 07967 202174 


BALOU DU ROUET 


L tLKSTATION PAUL SCHOCKEM 
MOncterlandstr. 51 I 49439 Muhim 
Pii- ^e: +49 (0) 54 92-96 01 00 
Fax: +49 (0)54 92-96 01 11 

deckstation@schockennoehle.conn 
www.schockemoehle.com 

Catalogs and DVD available on request. 
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WEFWEEKNINE 
CSI5*-W, PALM BEACH EC, 
WELLINGTON, FLORIDA 

4-8 March 

BEN MAHER and Diva 1 1 triumphed 
in a three-way decider for 
top honours in the $372,000 
(£247000) FEI World Cup 
grand prix. 

Ben describes the 10-year-old 
British-bred mare (Kannan x 
Berlioz) as “a bit hairy in the way 
she goes” but the pair flew round 
to grab a 0.28 second victory. The 
Hertfordshire rider, who is 
currently based in Florida forthe 
12-week Florida circuit, punched 
the air in delight. 

“She is not so conventional, but I 
did not have a lot to lose,” said Ben. 
“I knew I would be top three, so I 
figured that I wou Id have a go and 
with a little bit of luck here and 
there, it paid off.” 

The mare, with whom Ben won 


the grand prix at Olympia in 
December, is now owned by 
Tatiana Korsakova but was bred by 
Liz Edgar. This World Cup qualifier 
marks the pair’s most valuable win 
in their 16-month partnership. 

“She has come a long way on 
this circuit,” said Ben. “[Last year] 

I remember being in the medium 
schooling jumpers classes out in 
the back ringand still kicking out 
the back rails then. It is exciting 
forme.” 

Ben was joined in the jump-off 
by Germany’s Meredith Michaels- 
Beerbaum riding the impressive 
Fibonacci 17 — a grand prix winner 
here a fortnight ago — who set the 
target of a smart clear in 46.31 
seconds. Laura Kraut and the 
17-year-old Cedric recorded a 
marginally slowertime with a rail 
down, before Ben used his last 
draw to nail the winner’s prize. 

“Cedric has been one of the best 
horses in the world for a longtime 



Ireland’s Darragh Kenny is runnerup in the Spy Coast Farm 1.45m on Quiz 
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WORLD A 
/ CUPQUALIFIER . 

f IstBenMaher&Divall 
(GBR) 

I 2ncl Meredith Michaels- 
' Beerbaum& Fibonacci 
\ 17(GER) 

3ixl Laura Kraut & 
Cedric (USA) ^ 




‘He has such a big heart’ — the week’s leading lady rider, Laura Kraut, comes in third with 17-yearold Cedric 



- 

m Ben Maher takes 



the FEI World Cup 



grand prix with 



■ 10-yearold British- 



bred mare Diva II 


Every time that 
horse puts in a 
performance like he 
did tonight it makes 
me want to cry 

Laura Kraut is overwhelmed by 
her veteran Cedric 


and Meredith’s horse is probably 
right there coming into its prime,” 
said Ben. “Diva could not have 
been in better company.” 

Lost stirrup 

THEjump-off didn’t quite go 
accordingto plan forthe 
runner-up, however. 

“I lost my stirrup after [fence] 
numbertwo, which made me 
nervous because he jumps so 
high [that] I would not like tojump 
a fence without a stirrup,” said 
Meredith. 

“I made sure I got my stirrup 
back before the next fence, wh ich 
takes a little time, and then I had a 
slight slip going back to the oxer in 
front of the VI R which he handled 
beautif ul ly. These two little things 
cost you a couple of tenths of 
a second. 

“There were very wide oxers and 
tall verticals tonight everywhere,” 
added Meredith of the track built 
by Ireland’s Alan Wade. “This is 


championship level and it is good 
when it is tough — when there are 
only a few horses that rise to the 
top and jump off.” 

It was an emotional evening 
for Laura Kraut, the week’s leading 
lady rider, who was moved by the 
effortsof the veteran Cedric. 

“Every time that horse puts in a 
performance like he did tonight it 
makes me want to cry,” said Laura. 
“He has such a big heart and 
tonight it was very, very difficult. 

I promised him earlierthat if he 
was good tonight I would not make 
him do any more this circuit and he 
could have a little break. He must 
have heard me.” 

The other big class in week nine, 
the weekly Ruby et Violette WEF 
Challenge Cup, went to Hardin 
Towell of the USA, riding Jennifer 
Gates’ Lucifer V. Ireland’s Richie 
Moloney took fourth on 
Slieveanorra. 

“It has been fun for Jennifer 
because Lucifer has had his ups 


and downs, and she has really been 
behind me when I believed in him 
so much,” said Hardin. 

“ Last year there were some 
questionable moments,” Hardin 
continued, “so it is nice to have 
someone with so much patience.” 

Earlier in the week, Ireland’s 
Darragh Kenny finished runner-up 
in the Spy Coast Farm 1.45m riding 
the 11-year-old Quiz. 

The class was won by USA’s 
Andrew Ramsay (Welfare). Also 
representing I reland in a prize- 
givi ng this week was 22-year-old 
Stephen Moore (Fantasy), who 
finished second to Germany’s 
LaurenzBuhlintheunder-25 
grand prix semi-final. 

Sunday’s 1.50m Suncast 
Jumper Classic went to Kent 
Farrington and Willow. Darragh 
Kenny returned to the podium in 
third, thistime riding Chin Quidam 
VDL,with Ben Maher fourth on 
ValinskiS, quickest of the four- 
faulters.H&H 



BOLESWOHJH 

CSr*’*INTERN ATIO NAL 



Four Days of World-Class Show Jumping & Family Entertainment 
Shopping. Dining & 'Scouting For Girls’ in Concert 


Order tickets @ bolesworthinternational.com 18-21 June 2015 01829 782210 


Great deals on print and iPad subscriptions at www.horseandhoundsubs.co.uk/subs 
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GLOBAL 

ROUND-UP 


How British 
and Irish 
riders have 
fared abroad 


BERTRAM ALLEN and the 17-year 
old stallion Romanov returned to 
their winning ways to ciaim victory, 
and a white Mitsubishi car, in the 
L55m grand prix at the CSI3^ 
Dortmund, Germany (6-8 March). 
“I’m very lucky to have such a great 
team of horses and for Romanov to 


win at the age of 17 is just 
marveilous,”said the 19-year oid 
Germany-based irishman, who 
iooks poised to break into the 
worid’s top 10 riders for the first 
time. Britain’s Jessica Mendoza 
took a runnerup spot in Saturday’s 
L50m on Spirit T. 


SHOWJUMPING 


Edwina tops on Lintea 


QATAR 

CHI AL SHAQAB 5*, DOHA, 2-7 MARCH 



EDWINATOPS-ALEXANDER 
sealed a successful show at this 
state-of-the-art venue with 
victory in the €500,000 
(£360,000) 1.60m grand prix. 
Ridingthe 12 -year-old German- 
bred mare Lintea Tequila 
(Campbell xCorrado II), Edwina 
took a six-second advantage 
from Swiss rider Martin Fuchs 
(Clooney 51) with the only other 
triple clear. Third place went to 
Emanuele Gaudiano on Admara 
2, the fastest of the fou r-fa u Iters 
in the six-strong jump-off. 

“I am very fortunate to have 
a horse like this,” said Edwina, 
who was ridingthe mare 
outdoors for the first time. “At 
first she didn’t show how fast 
she can go but she jumped so 
well, straight from the start.” 

Martin Fuchs claimed 
€100,000 (£72,000) for his 
runner-up spot. 

“I knew I couldn’t beat 
Edwina, so I went a bit slower, 
tryingto make sure the overall 
accuracy and precision were in 
place,” said the 22-year-old. 


Scott Brash with Hello Sanctos 
was the best-placed Brit, 
returningfrom a rail down in round 
one to jump clear in round two for 
10th place at the scene of their 
two Longines Global Champions 
Tour series triumphs. Michael 
Whitaker and Amai ’s fou r-fau It 
first round wasn’t quite enough to 
make the cut, and the same fate 
befell Denis Lynch on All Star 5. 
Laura Renwickand Heliodor 
Hybris picked up 12 faults. 

But British leading lady rider 
Laura headed Thursday’s 1.45m 
speed class with Rembrandt 
Blue, following a runner-up spot 
the day before. 

“It has been an unbelievable 
run for me,” said Laura of the 
10-year-old. “My son Jack is my 
top supporter. He is here with me 
and his back up is incredibly 
important.” 

Laura, who was making her 
debut in Doha, had just missed 
out on the top spot the previous 
day, where late-drawn Frenchman 
Simon Delestre (Stardust Quinhon) 
took top honours in the opening 



Edwina Tops-Alexander lands the L6ni grand prix on Lintea Tequila 


two-phase. But just 0.07seconds 
separated the top two. 

“It’s a really nicely designed 
course here at AlShaqab,” said 
Laura. “This place is a true work of 
art and first class. In equestrian 
terms, this is the best place in 
the world.” 

Denis Lynch was a whisker 
behind in third riding Ho Go Van 
De Padenborre. 

Brits were back in form in 
Thursday evening’s 1.55m jump- 
off class, taking three of the top 
10 places. The class was won by 
Morocco’s AbdelkebirOuaddar 
and the 11-year-old stallion 
Quickly De Kreisker, owned by the 


Moroccan royal family. Scott 
Brash and Hello Sanctos, who 
is coming back from a break, 
took second, while long-time 
leader Michael Whitaker and 
Amai slotted into fourth 
behind Germany’s Daniel 
Deusser (Cornet D’Amour). 
Laura and Heliodor Hybris 
finished 10th in a hefty 
23-strongjump-off. 

“To beat Scott Brash is a 
special feeling! ’’said Abdelkebir. 

Scott added: “Nobody could 
have beaten him [Abdelkebir] 
today. He has had a fantastic 
round. I did not even try to 
get him.” 


CONOR SWAIL not only won the L40m 
grand prix in the 12-week series at The Ridge 
at Weiiington, Fiorida, on Fortis Fortuna, he 
also claimed third with Tahiti Isiand. Oniy 
Laura Kraut couid spoil the Irish whitewash, 
finishing second on Zeremonie. “Fortis 
Fortuna is a very nice horse who has done a 
few of these ciasses now, and today she had 
a very fast round,” said Conor. 



Leopold Van Asten wins on VDL Groep W Zermie 


SHOWJUMPING 


THIS WEEICS GRAND PRIXon the CSI3^ 
METTour in Oih/a Nova, Spain (3-8 March), 
went to Dutchman Leopoid Van Asten on VDL 
Groep W Zermie. Ireland’s Anthony Condon 
finished fourth on the former Nick Skeiton/ 
Robert Whitaker ride Aristio, owned by the 
Haies famiiy, and Joe Davison was once again 
best-placed British rider in fifth on Caiimero 
Van’t Roth. Aiice Watson was back in the 
winner’s enclosure on the gold tour with the 
10-yeai^old mare Biiiy Lemon (Cevin Z x 
Andretti), this time ianding the €26,500 
(£19,100) L45m speed ciass on Friday. 

ONTHECOSTADELSOLEQUESTRIAN 
TOUR CSI2^ in Mijas, Spain (3-8 March), 
three British riders f ilied the top five of the 
grand prix line-up. The ciass was won by 
Spain’s Santiago Nunez Rh/a (Vidar) with 
Peter Charies third on Stapieton Mist, 

Robert Smith in fourth on Bavi and Anna 
Edwards tying for fifth on Blazer B. Anna 
had earlier won two ciasses on Chesterfield Z, 
while other winners this week inciuded Lara 
Whiteway (Bellagio 1 1) and James Smith 
with Tyson Una 


DURINGTHETHIRDWEEKoftheAtiantic 
Tour CSI2^ in Vilamoura, Portugal* Nicole 
Pavitt and Victor Biue triumphed once again 
in the big tour ciasses. On the medium tour, 
Sammie-Jo Coffin headed two classes on 
Arthur Van De Helle, as well as claiming top 
spots in the f ive-yeai^oid section on 
Crocantino Of Greenhiii Z and Foiiyfoot Doice 
Vita DBZ. Daniei Moseley was aiso successful 
with seven-yeai^oid Davinci T, by Numero Una 
and Phiiip Spivey won on Darya I Nur 
(Diamant De Semiliyx Demonstrator). 

BRITISH RIDERS took four of the top 
six places in the Spanish Sunshine Tour 
CSI3^ grand prix (3-8 March). Yazmin Pinchen 
(Van De Vh/aidi) filled the runnerup spot 
behind Switzerland’s Janika Sprunger — 
winner of the feature class for the second 
week in a row — with Hoiiy Giiiott third on 
Dougie Douglas. Ellen Whitaker finished fifth 
with Arena UK Lando and Tim Page (Santa 
Cruise) took sixth. Other winners this week 
inciuded Guy Wiiliams (Casper De Muze), 
Geoige Whitaker (Wiiletton) and Tim Page 
(Steady The Heim). 
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Politician proves a leader 


WESTWILTSEC 
28 February 

SEVENTEEN-year-old Gaby 
Struel and her ride of only a 
month, the eight-year-old 
Politician, made the journey to 
West Wilts EC from their home 
in Cardiff to win the Horsequest 
novice qualifier. 

Gaby, an AS-level student 
who hopes to become a vet, has 
already brought on two young 
horses, but one died and the other 
is now retired. She got “Major” 
from a friend, after swapping him 
for her old jumping pony. 

“It was only ourthird show 
together and there were more 
than 50 in the class, so I thought it 
wouldbenicetoqualify. I never 
expected to win,” she said. 

Gaby has already sent off 
her entries for the Blue Chip 
Championships, but her next 
quest is to get Major’s discovery 
double clears before moving 
him up to newcomers and 
Foxhunter level. 

“He’s a lovely horse and my 
ultimate ambition is a place in the 
bronze league final at the Horse of 
the Year Show,” she added. 



Gaby struel and ^ 
her ride of just on^ 
month. Politician, 
with whom she won 
the Horsequest 
novice qualifier 


ONE 

TQHHlTCI^ 


Gloria VSan 
Zuuthoeve 

THEstarof 


Patchetts, Herts (22-23 
February), was David McPherson, 
who travelled from Kent to win the 
grand prix and Blue Chip dynamic 
B & C qualifier. His grand prix 
winner was the mare Gloria Van 
Zuuthoeve, a nine-year-old who 
has been with him for two years. 

“I have high hopes for her 
because she’s a big Jumper, is 
careful and is better suited to big 
outdoor arenas,” said David. 

David was also involved with 
the winner of Sunday’s major 
class. He has been teaching Alice 
Basey-Fisher while Ben Maher, 
her coach forthe past four years, 
is in Florida. Alice won the 1.30m 
open on a catch ride, Alternativa. 

“She’s really straightforward,” 
said Alice, 19, “which is a good 
thing because we got stuck in 
traffic on the way here and I had 
to go straight into the big class.” 

Emma-Jo Slater and Kim 
Barzi lay’s homebred Kimba 
Classic added a Blue Chip Karma 
Performance win to their recent 
B & C triumph here, holding off 
William Funnell (Billy Orangina) 
and David McPherson (Winsten 
XX) in the process. 


Results 


ADDINGTON MANOR 
Bucks, 27 February-1 March 
KBIS British nov.- 1, BB Balou (H Rees); 2 
Willow The Wisp V (C Barlow): 3, My Valiant 
Prince (S Dawson Smith), discovery.— 1, 
Something Fancy (H T redwell): 2, Summer 
Promise (M Lanni): 3, BB Balou. Country 
Equestrian 1.05m.— 1, Carrighill PJ (J 
Crippen): 2, Amigo Van Largo (L Price); 3, 

Bilithya (A Taylor). EquestrianCiearance. 
com newcomers.— 1, Loughnatousa Fabio (S 
Hunt): 2, Romalette (J Crippen): 3, Foxboro (^T 
(J Gillingham). 1.10m.— 1, Maximo (H Rees): 2, 
Trevoulter Lady Utah (H Webster): 3, Top Rock 
(J Crippen). H&H Foxhunter/grade C.— 1, 
Strides Controe (L Collett): 2, Quainton Layla 
(M Lanni); 3, HSB Harriet (S Hunt). 1.30m.- 1, 

LK Rocky (H Webster): 2, Pallas Masterclass (J 
Annett); 3, Ubatsja (M Lockhart). 28 Feb: KBiS 
British nov.— 1, Echoes (V Ashworth); 2, BB 
Balou; 3, Veller (H Webster), discovery.— 1, 
Quainton City Girl (R Redfern); 2, Summer 
Promise: 3, Whippletree File (C Sharpe). 

Country Equestrian 1.05m.— 1, Sjirki (0 
Springham): 2, Caoimhes Delight (B Mantel): 3, 
Womy(H Lunnon). EquestrianClearance.com 
newcomers.— 1, Mr Bass (L Collett): 2, Elias-Nita 
(D Murdoch): 3, Cathena (R Smith). 1.10m.— 1, 
Top Rock; 2, Trevoulter Lady Utah; 3, Macgarveys 
Choice (P Howard). H&H Foxhunter/grade 
C.— 1, Strides Controe: 2, Quainton Layla: 3, 


Umberto De Fauquez (M O’Donnell). 1.30m.— 

1, Victory VI (B Walker): 2, Quainton Layla: 3, 
Newbridges Master Brown (C Bastone). 1 Mar: 
KBiS British nov.- 1, Willow The Wisp V; 2, 

Irish Pride IV (R Redfern); 3, Diana II (B Wright), 
discovery.— 1, Superfandango (H Stokes): 

2 & 3, Halltown Lucy & Echoes (V Ashworth). 
Country Equestrian 1.05m.— 1, Quainton City 
Girl; 2, Capellini II (K White): 3, Worldcup (K Rose). 
EquestrianCiearance.com newcomers.— 1, 
Elias-Nita: 2, Carrighill PJ; 3, Cathena (R Smith). 
1.10m.- 1, Sjirki: 2, Whisper (H Rees): 3, 
Macgarveys Choice. H&H Foxhunter/grade 
C.— 1, Dagano II (J Fisher): 2, Romalette; 3, 
Cathena. 1.30m.— 1, Zahara II (J Fisher): 2 & 3, 
Heathrow & Catapult (K White). 

BICTON ARENA 

Devon, 1 March 

Pony 75cm.— 1, Yo Yo (M Hunt), pony British 
nov.— 1, Phoebe In Colour (G Allison): 2, Miss 
Twilight (0 T uff): 3, Ballinaguilkey Squiggle 
(L Owen), pony 80cm.— 1 & 2, Quarrystone 
Howard & Aircraft (C Howard): 3, Yo Yo. pony 
discovery/90cm.— 1, Aircraft: 2, Lovelyhill Flyer 
(B Davies): 3, Northlight Giorgio (0 T uff). Biue 
Chip pony newcomers/lm.— 1, Saving Tia 
Maria (G Allison): 2, Dealings Pride (E Churchill): 

3, Rathsallagh Royale (G Pennington). Squibb 
pony Foxhunter/1.10m.— 1, Dealings Pride: 2 & 
3, Leanola & Ching Ching (S Jinks). 


BROOK FARM 

Essex, 25 February 

KBiS British nov.— 1 & 2, Cientha Z & Fifty-Fifty 
III (R Chinery); 3, Diamond Princess (L Hines). 
90cm.— 1, Mosstown Bertie (S Dedman): 2, 

Miss Stripe (C Hamilton), discovery.— 1 & 2, 
Cavaliers Sweet Dream & Cientha Z (R Chinery): 

3, Florence VI (A Rogerson). Im.— 1, Drumhowan 
Cavalier (M Huntington): 2, Royle Walsh (J 
Horton). 1.05m.— 1, Cavaliers Sweet Dream; 2, 
Van Tiber (V Irion): 3, Jorian Van Het Mangelhof 
(R Chinery). EquestrianCiearance.com 
newcomers/1.10m.— 1, Gallant Brioche (J Butler- 
Smith); 2, Whisker (M Eagles): 3, Airlie Princess (L 
Tubb). 1.15m.- 1, Zindoctro (M Eagles); 2, Waldo 
VII (C Jenks): 3, Chippo Z (T McDonald). H&H 
Foxhunter/1.20m.— 1, Chippo Z; 2, Cassarella 
Nobile (ASilk-Jones). 

BS AREA 44 

Surrey, 1 March 

D&H 8^m amat.— 1, Veronique H (D Smith): 2, 
Warmington Harrier (I Quigley): 3, Ultimate Cruise 
(M Gore). KBiS British nov.— 1, Miltown Star (R 
Dorrell): 2, Nicos Du Carel (M Bristow); 3, Princess 
Tinara (K Davis). Haygain diamond Q.— 1, 

So Kiss Me (J Conway): 2, Templehill Merlin (S 
Rees); 3, Fergal Licious (J Fronda). discovery.— 1, 
Baileys S (J MacIntyre): 2, Castle Lad (L Jones); 

3, Elisan (S Rees). D&H L05m amat— 1, Cut 
The Corner (P Bursby): 2, Anemoon Van De 


Kapel (M Ballard): 3, Ballyhathi (L Woodward). 

EquestrianCiearance.com newcomers/lOm.— 

1, Anemoon Van De Kapel; 2, Caretina Z (M 
Moren-Jeffs): 3, Belle Fleur (A de Verteuil). 

BURY FARM 

Bucks, 26 February 

KBiS British nov.— 1, Cabillion Z (A Rose): 2, 
Zirco Urn Ni Z (B Walker): 3, Bamme Bamme 
(E-J Slater). 90cm.— 1, Caragh Star (E-J Slater); 

2, Vito III (R Blair): 3, Ultimate Cruise (M Gore), 
discovery.— 1, Bamme Bamme: 2, Ferrari (B 
Walker): 3, Maximus Cassini (F Semon). Im.— 1, 
CCS Cushina Libra (J Hayes): 2, Cheers Charisma 
(H Thompson): 3, Candy Blue (A Dippenaar). 
EquestrianClearance.com newcomers.— 1, 
Dromalga Classic (C Dugard): 2, Zappa II (C 
Bingham); 3, Floyd III (H Brougham). H&H 
Foxhunter/1.20m.— 1, Clearways Angelina 

(H Brougham): 2, Dior Addiction (S Dyason); 3, 
Shraugh Golden Flame (C Whinnett). 

HOUGHTON HALL EC 

Cambs, 26 February 

KBiS British nov.— 1, Dame Blanche (J Williams): 
2, File Van Overis Z (L Williams): 3, Gypsy Russ 
(L Charlton). 90cm.— 1, Torboy Magic (S 
Burbidge). discovery.— 1, Greenacres Bella 
Du Lys (J Williams): 2, Billy Lindt (L Steven); 3, 
Loughnatousa Schmidt (A Clark). .105m.— 1, 
Torboy Magic (S Burbidge): 2, Miss Jemima (A 
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Have you done well in a class? Want to be on this page? Email sjroundup@hotmail.co.uk West Wilts EC | Patchetts 

within 48 hours of your event and please include a contact telephone number | Merrist Wood | Northcote Stud 


Kiss Me upgrades 

JESSICACONWAYand the 15-year-old So Kiss Me galloped 
to victory in the Haygain Diamond at the Area 44 show at 
Merrist Wood, Surrey (1 March), where only a fraction split 
the eight qualifiers. 

Jessica, who manages her parents’ livery yard in Kent, 
started the 148cm gelding’s career after he was imported 
from Belgium as a three-year-old by owner Faye Dodd. 

“My brother, Joe, then produced ‘Louie’ through the grades 
and when Joe was out of pony classes, Faye didn’t want to sell 
him, so I said I’d try him in senior classes,” said Jessica. “He 
copes very well with horse distances up to 1.15m level and 
we’re having loads of fun. He’s nice to ride because he loves 
his job and the faster he can go, the more he likes it.” 

Jessica, who has an equine management degree, is a 
UKCC Level 2 showjumping coach, and also runs unaffiliated 
jumping and dressage shows at her home. 

“It’s quite hard finding the time to go to shows with 
Louie and my novice horse, but I’m determined to make 
it to the Blue Chip championships,” she said. “Two of 
my pupils have also qualified, so we will be travelling 
there together.” 



IZZYWATSON LANDS HER FIRSTTICKETTO ATOP FINAL 


IZZYWATSON gained her first qualification to 
a major final when she and Beyond Doubt II 
headed the Horsequest pony coral qualifier at 
Northcote Stud, Lancs (21 February). 

Izzy, 14, got the ride on Angela Davies’ 11-year- 
old gelding in October. 

“He was a happy hacker until not too long ago. 


but he’s incredibly scopey, with bags of ability, 
and they’ve really clicked,” said Izzy’s mother 
Tracy, who acts as her daughter’s “financier, 
supporter and groom”. 

The Watsons keep the three ponies Izzy rides 
attheir home in Whitchurch. 

“She has a more experienced pony and she’s 


also pinched my 148cm pony and turned him 
into a showjumper after he spent years in the 
hunting field,” said Tracy. 

“What also helps is that although Izzy gets on 
the bus to school at 7.40am and arrives home at 
6.30pm, she’s homework-free, so evenings and 
weekends are our guilt-free pony time.” 


Block). EquestrianClearance.com newcomers.— 

1, Codean (L Saywell); 2, Crambamboli (A 
Clark): 3, Casanova Z (S Robertson). H&H 
Foxhunter/L20m.— 1, Midsummer Night (S 
Robertson). 1.30m.— 1, Carneils Wyacara S (L 
Saywell). 

PARWOOD EC 

Surrey, 24 February 

KBIS British nov.— 1, King Charles (J Emblen); 

2, Ebabelou Lou (E Wilson): 3, Jazz Dance 
Rockerfeller (L Hart). 90cm.— 1, Okehurst Just 
Jacko (L Hart), discovery.— 1, Alexis Zorba (C 
Uden): 2, Leo D’Oro (S-C Marshall): 3, Daingeann 
Magic Man (J Vaughan). Im.— 1, Okehurst Just 
Jacko: 2, Taal (A Groves): 3, Hillside Freddie 

II (J Milton). EquestrianCiearance.com 
newcomers.— 1, Lacarnos Lad (L Williams): 2, 
Elastique (N Edwards): 3, Rumbolds Warrior 
Echo (T Priest). 1.10m.— 1, Whisper V (J Emblen): 

2, Baltimore III (N Edwards): 3, Ivor Mission 
(V Chamberlain). H&H Foxhunter.— 1&3, 

Abon & Dynas Tie (J Emblen): 2, Conzalez M (L 
Thompson). 

PATCHETTS EC 
Herts, 22-23 February 
EquestrianCiearance.com newcomers.— 1, 

Colton Playtime (B Walker): 2, Axle VI (M Hackett): 

3, Spirit IX (0 Wicks). 1.15m.— 1, Cassina III (S 
Reeve-Young): 2, Mynydd Gladiator (A Lewis): 3, 


Finer Bride (L Craker). H&H Foxhunter.— 1, Fiko 
R (L Davies): 2, Cornado Junior (B Walker): 3, The 
Dollar Girl (K Speller). 1.25m.— 1, Lord Portside 
(T Pearson): 2 & 3, La Stampa Z & Churchill III (B 
Walker). 1.30m.— 1, Alternative (A Basey-Fisher): 

2, Scooby Doo Gang (B Ward): 3, Laudatio 37 (S 
McTaggart). 23 Feb: EquestrianCiearance.com 
newcomers/LlOm.— 1, Simply Billie Bunter (E-J 
Slater): 2, Ulieta (A Lewis): 3, Caruso D’Eres Z (T 
Priest). Biue Chip karma performance Q.— 1, 
Kimba Classic (E-J Slater): 2, Billy Orangina (W 
Funnell): 3, Winsten XX (D McPherson). 1.25m.- 1, 
Arthur (B Walker): 2, Simply Billie Bunter: 3, Market 
Irminka (T Priest). Biue Chip dynamic B&C Q.— 1, 
Aramis 573 (D McPherson): 2, Simply Almund (J 
Crippen): 3, Billy Olive (A Gill). GP.— 1, Gloria Van 
Zuuthoeve (D McPherson): 2, Veni Vidi Vici (H 
Brougham: 3, Victory VI (B Walker) 

SNEC 

Midiothian, 28 February-1 March 

KBiS British nov.— 1, Super Nova (C Cousar): 

2, Miss Cassini (P Guthrie): 3, Miami Boy Cruiser 
(M Irving). 90cm.— 1, Tesoro (L McNeill): 2, 

Fogas Adare (K McGregor): 3, Palmontegraaf 
(A Hamilton), discovery.— 1, Dutch N Go (C 
Johnstone): 2, Cookie De Reve (N Williams): 

3, Copper V (A Blackwood). Im.— 1, Lefeva (C 
Tonkin): 2, Jack The Lad V (C Hamilton): 3, Fogas 
Adare. 1.05m.- 1, Harvey IX (A Noble): 2, Triomf L 
(J Ault): 3, Jack The Lad V. EquestrianCiearance. 


com newcomers.— 1 & 3, Casaretta & Elektra VIII 
(M Irving): 2, Coosan Lux (N Mansour). 1.10m.— 1, 
U2 Ds (E Black): 2, Vurelise (L Templeton): 3, 

T riomf L. L15m.— 1 & 2, Van De Bay Girl & Quattro 
27 (E Sender): 3, Early Boyd (I Warnock). RHS 
amat Q.— 1, Fauber (D Harland): 2, Mira IV (J 
Crawford): 3, Jack Up (S Lumgair). RHS grade 
C Q.— leq, Mira IV & Harperland Micky Finn (I 
Warnock): 3, Amadeus (T Nicholson). 1 Mar: KBiS 
British nov.— 1, Bengarys Romeo (L Hiddleston): 
2, Balou Fair (J McLelland): 3, Rehy Volunteer 
(D Edward). 90cm.— 1, Cavaliers Kingdom (S 
Williamson): 2, Donnadoni (L Collins): 3, Jersey 
Beech (M Irving), discovery.— 1, Sissi S (J Brown): 
2, Jersey Beech: 3, Lilliana (A Black). Im.— 1, 

Patsy II (S Ramsoy): 2, Mr Cochise (K Holt): 3, 
Millfield Bemused (K Hamilton). 1.05m.— 1, 

Ce llonka Van Het Meyerhof (J Crawford): 

2, Kilhalle (A Gardiner): 3, El Diviro (R Kane). 
EquestrianCiearance.com newcomers. 

— 1&2, Elektra VII I & Casaretta (M Irving): 3, 
Drumconnick Verdi (M Arnott). 1.10m.— 1, 
Guidamdale (N Williams): 2, Bora Bora Van 
Het Kroonhof (L Guild): 3, Corraghoe Down (H 
Blisland). 1.15m.- 1, Mira IV: 2, Quattro 27: 3, 
Telstar 0 (J Crawford). RHS Foxhunter Q.— 1, 
Gabor (A Gatherum): 2, Bora Bora Van Het 
Kroonhof: 3, Zeidzaam (K Connor). 1.30m/RHS 
YR Q.— 1, Bailande Van De Kapel (K Connor): 

2, Amaretto VI (N McArthur): 3, Her L’Amour 
(M Arnott). 


SUMMERHOUSE EC 

Gios, 28 February 

Pony British nov.— 1, Sillian Butterfly (J Fraser): 

2, Maid Of Honour (M Sansum Griffiths): 3, Legaun 
Wild Boy (I Arikan). pony 80cm.— 1, Swallowfield 
Simply Sooty (L Williams), pony discovery.— 1, 
Tilly’s Dragonfly (A Clark): 2, Charlotte V (L 
Williams): 3, Take A Chance II (E Notman). Biue 
Chip pony newcomers.— 1, Arrow Head Quiver 
(0 Sheppard): 2, Prince II (R Cummins): 3, Monkey 
Munchkin (J Smith), pony 1.05m.— 1 & 2, Sweet 
Delight & Quarry (0 Fletcher). Squibb pony 
Foxhunter/1.10m.— 1, Quickstar Du Jochri (J 
Bridge): 2, Quarry, pony 1.15m.— 1, Belfield Boy (M 
Sanderson). 

WEST WILTS EC 

Wiits, 28 February 

90cm.— 1, Milbrook Cabada (L George): 2, Cara 
Anchises (A de Verteuil): 3, Let’s Twist And Turn 
(J Parker). Horsequest nov Q.— 1, Politician 
(G Struel): 2, Patriano II (R Stadley): 3, Indianna 
Jones IV (K Thomas), discovery.— 1, Dundee (S 
Crawford): 2, Candy King (J Halim): 3, Indianna 
Jones IV. L05m.— 1, Tallents Quondam (L 
Elkins): 2, Cornish Daybreak (K Burton): 3, Cash 
Cooper (S Nodder). EquestrianClearance.com 
newcomers/1.10m.— 1, Cornish Daybreak: 2, 
Woodcoate Springtime (A Valentine): 3, Cruising In 
The Dark (K Ellison). H&H Foxhunter/1.20m.- 1, 
Quel Ange(K Ellison). 
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The Curre and Llangibby hounds 
at work in light woodland. The * 
terrain involves a little bit of 
everything,’ says Peter Moigan 






CURRE AND LLANGIBBY 

DEVAUDEN, 

MONMOUTHSHIRE 

17 February 


By Carl Evans 


I have played cricket on a good few 
village greens, but until now had 
never attended a meet on one. 

The Monmouthshire-based 
Curre and Llangibby Hunt met at 
Devauden Green near Chepstow 
in mid-February followingan 
excellent breakfast in the adjacent 
Hood Memorial Hall. Farmers, foot 
followers and members of the 
mounted field had filed through 
its doors to be spoiled by a 
tenner’s-worth of egg, bacon 
and trimmings. 

Amongthis gathering were 
three of the four current joint- 
masters, plus numerous hunt 
officials past and present, 
including showjumper and former 
master David Broome. 

For a bit of background on the 
hunt — and reason forthe Curre ’s 
amalgamation with the Llangibby 
— I turned to Peter Morgan, who 
has held the position of hunt 


chairman forthree seasons. 

“The packs joined in 2001, 
mainly for financial reasons,” he 
told me. “It made economic sense 
and means our hunt country is 
now one of the largest in Wales. It 
stretches from the River Severn 
near Chepstow, west to 
Newbridge, which is overthe 
mountain, north to Llanover near 
Abergavenny and east to Raglan. 

“The terrain involves a little bit 
of everything, with a lot of big and 
small coverts. It’s flat down the 
bottom nearthe Severn, and very 
undulating up on the hills. 

“Foxhounds have hunted the 
Curre country since the late-17th 
century under various titles, but 
took the name of Sir Edward Curre 
in 1896. The Llangibby can claim 
to be the oldest pack in Wales, 
dating to 1641.” 

That is 374 years of existence, 
bringing the responsibility of a 
long history upon the shoulders 
of those who run the hunt. 

Among them is Peter Swann, 
now in his third season as 
huntsman and joint-master after 
spending 10 seasons at the 
former Albrighton Woodland. 



The packs joined in 2001, ‘and means our country is one of the lai^est in Waies’, says Peter M 
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the age of the Llangibby, which dates to 1641 
and claimstobethe oldest pack in Wales 


Curre and Llangibby 


and fantastic country 


I 



Amy Tedward, a keen young supporter 
who helps in kennels 


David Harris, amateur whipperin, with hon secretary Charlotte Breese 




Mike Thomas with amateur whipperin Paul Reece 


Asked what brought him to Wales, 
he said: “A bit more space to play 
with — we don’t have busy roads 
or railways, and we can keep away 
from the M4, although the area we 
are crossing today is not the 
easiest. It can be wet, so farmers 
are not overly keen on hunt jumps, 
and there are a lot of forestry 
boundaries and small farms. 

“ If hounds leave by one corner 
of a covert you can be playing 
catch up. That said, I get excellent 
support from landowners.” 

He scanned the village hall: 
“Look, there are farmers sitting 
at every table.” 

Of the pack he said: “We have 
30 couple in kennels, which is not 
a lotto play with, and when it 
comes to breeding, we have to 
get it right. We put two bitches 
in pup last year and had a pair 
of very nice litters by VWH Darwin 
and North Cotswold Grimsby, 
and the year before we used 
VWH Salisbury and Duke of 
Beaufort Gadsby. 

“When I was at the Woodland 
I took advice from Martin Scott 
[former master of the VWH] and 
over the years bred some very 


good hounds that hunted well. An 
Albrighton Woodland hound I 
bred won Builth last year, which 
was quite something, and I would 
love to do the same here.” 

An (almost) all-white pack 

SIR EDWARD CURRE produced 
an all-white pack, and respect for 
that tradition is one reason Peter 
would like to return to a single 
colour. “When you think of the 
Curre Hunt you thinkof white 
hounds,” he said, “and I will be 


lookingto breed white bitches to 
white dogs, but I won’t be ruthless 
about it, because you have to use 
your best hounds regardless of 
colour. That said, it would be very 
nice to pull out a white pack, but 
hou nds wit h q ua I ity so you get a 
level pack that hunt well.” 

Whipping-in this season is Josh 
Warren, back in Britain after four 
years in the USA with the Orange 
County and Middleburg Hunts, 
where the local foxes ensured he 
had some of the “best hunting 
I will ever have”. 

My equine ally for the occasion 
was George, kindly provided by 
Rupert and Emma Humphreys, 
and the sort of stoic conveyance 
that has carried numerous 
correspondents, squires and 
members of the clergy down 
the centuries. 

I was a stranger in the field’s 
midst, but George, a large cob with 
feet like woks, was instantly 
recognisable and described by 
several followers as “a legend”. 

Given he is only five, such 
a eulogy seemed 10 years too tH 


Well-mounted: Emma Humphreys, provider of a horse for our correspondent 


In kennels 


Joint-masters: David Adams 
(2012), Raymond Morgan 
(2012), David Stephens 
(2012), Peter Swann (2012) 
Huntsman: Peter Swann MFH 
Secretary: Charlotte Breese, 
email: charbre22@gmail.com 
Crucial helpers at the 
kennels: groom Linda Swann 
and handyman Paul Reece 
Thruster to watch: Henrietta 
Downs-Wheeler, 12, a 
Llangibby Pony Club member, 
who lost reins and stirrups 
after a stumble and picked up 
speed on a steep slope that 
turned sharply into a wood. 
Flung off, remounted, unfazed 
Preferred Christmas present: 
“Aflask and waistcoat,” 
attributed to the above thruster 
and twin sister Francine 
Quote of the day: “At least I ’ m 
now qualified fortheTumblers’ 
Ball.” Helen Johns, on the floor 
with Midnight, aka Nightmare 
Loyal footies and kennel 
helpers: Matt Clarke (opening 
the country), Pip Harris (birch 
cutter), Gareth Baker and Pip 
Phillips (country work), 
“Caerphilly” Phil (all-rounder) 
Consistent fund-raisers 
(fun ride/point-to-point 
sponsorship): Alison Jones- 
Griffithsand Debbie Watson 
Website: www. 
curreandllangibbyhunt.co.uk 



Treasurer Seonaid Page: ‘It’s like 
Scotland, only drier’ 
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Hunting 


Curre and Llangibby 


soon, but he had an aura, and 
when I discovered that former 
owner M ike Thomas, who was 
amongthe mounted field, had 
used him for chain harrowing I 
realised there was more to George 
than mere size. 

Joint-master David Stephens, 
whose son, the former point-to- 
point rider James Stephens, was 
to prove a humorous field master 
on a testing day, took his seat of 
responsibility three seasons ago. 

Before hounds moved off, David 
told me: “I enjoy being in the 
mastership — it’s difficult to fit in 
with a working farm, and my other 
son Robert is doing well with a 
string of some 25 racehorses, 
which takes up a bit of my time. 
But if we were to lose this 
[hunting], what would be next?” 

His fellow joint-master, David 
Adams, does not ride to hounds, 
but takes a similar view. “I’m a 
farmer who believes the hunt 
does a very good job for us by 
picking up dead stock, and it has a 
place in the community,” he told 
me. “So many rural post offices, 
village shops, schools and pubs 
have closed that it’s important we 
keep t he hu nt go i ng.” 

Up to Peggy’s Wood 

FOR our first draw hounds 
were put in to Peggy’s Wood 
while the mounted field waited 
in the valley below on land 
belongingto David Maddocks. 
There I met the travelling 
Johnsons, Helen and Philip, 
visitors from the Cottesmore. 

This was Philip’s eighth pack this 
season duringa huntingtour 
across many counties. 

The landscape was unfamiliar 
to both of us, but the mountains of 
Skirrid and the much bigger 
Sugarloaf near Abergavenny now 
rose into view as we descended 


Enamoured: Lyndon Remnant aboard 
his point-to-pointer 


hunting kit at the kennels in order 
to surreptitiously pop in and get 
togged u p when work was ca 1 1 i ng. 

This nugget of information was 
handed over by Victoria Collins, 
whose father. Bob, hunted the 
Curre from 1987 to 1991. A visitor 
for the day, she met many familiar 
faces despite the 24-year break. 

Views to the Brecon Beacons 

TURNING south, hounds drew 
Hale Wood, and we then went 
back to Howard Stone’s farm, with 
Model Farm on our left and 
stunning views towards the 
Brecon Beacons and Blorenge, 
the final resting place of Harry 
Llewellyn’s famous Foxhunter. 
Looking no less old and just as 
timeless was Kilgwrrwg Church, 
which we circumnavigated. 

This tiny, stone place of worship 
sits isolated in fields with just 
gravestones for company, a 
throwbackto the time when folk 
walked to church. 

Maybe one day Amy Lee 
Burroughs will walk up its aisle, 
but for now she was just happy to 
be out on her I rish Draught-cross. 
A professional singer, she was 
beaming as I trotted alongside. 


Whipper in Josh Warren, back in Britain after four years hunting in America 

into the valley. Later, from a ridge, 
the new Severn Bridge was bright 
and clear in the distance, with the 
city of Bristol sparkling beyond. 

Secretary Charlotte Breese is 
one ofthose hunting enthusiasts 
that gives a pack sterling service. 

Now in her second stint of office, 
she said: “We’re going so well at 
present and had a number of new 
subscribers this season. Why? 

Dare I say itwe’re very friendly, the 
fees are affordable and we have a 
nice country. Maureen Jenkins 
chairs our very energetic 
supporters’ club — she was head 
cook for breakfast this morning 
— and organises a ball, dances, 
hunt rides and a Christmas lunch 
that is very well-supported. And 
because we are an amalgamated 
pack we can hold two point-to- 
points atHowick.” 

And since hounds were still 
seeking a trail in the wood, I turned 
to Seonaid Page, the hunt’s 
treasurer. Her lilting Scottish 
lowlands accent, apparently still 
true to its roots despite leaving 
her homeland 20 years ago, was a 
good fit in this landscape. 

“I love it here,” she said. “It’s like 
Scotland, but drier. 

“We’re a small hunt, but 
financially we manage. We never 
have lots of savings, which is a 
worry, but with good support 
we get by.” 

Weturned, climbed through 
Peggy’s Wood and headed to a 
forest called Wern-y-Cwm 
where we assembled in fields 
owned by Howard Stone, before 
heading along a lane and on to 
Brian Jenkins’ land. Hounds 
had been speaking intermittently, 
but without being able to 
consolidate on a trail — it was 
to be that sort of day. 

Down a track, and the field 
cantered along the side of fields 
owned by Lyndon Remnant, who 
had joined us on his sole point-to- 
pointer. Lyndon had first followed 
hounds when Reg Dale hunted the 
Curre as a private pack for Lady 
Curre, and became so enamoured 
with the sport he would leave his 


FOXHOUNDS 

Duke of Beaufort’s. 14 Mar, The Hunters 
Hall: 16, Trull; 18, Southernwood, The Rocks; 
21, Upper Chalkley Farm, 10.45am. 

Isle of Wight. 14 Mar, Downers Farm, 
Chale; 18, Thorley Manor, Thorley; 21, 
Wolverton Farm, Yafford, 12 noon. 

STAGHOUNDS 

Devon & Somerset. 12 Mar, The George, 
Brompton Regis: 14, Brendon Two Gates; 

17, South Radworthy; 19, Old Ashway; 21, 
Honeymead, 10.45am. 

DRAGHOUNDS 

Cheshire. 14 Mar, Red Lion, Pickmere; 18, 
Knott Inn, Rushton Spencer, 12.30pm. 

SC & RMA Sandhurst. 15 Mar, Elvetham 
Estates, Hartley Wintney, joint meet with 
Mid Surrey Farmers’ and side saddle day; 

18, Swallowfield; 22, Felix Farm, Binfield, 
12.30pm. 

BLOODHOUNDS 

Farmers. 15 Mar, Dower House, Sarsgrove, 
12 noon. 

Four Shires. 15 Mar, Sandbeck Park, 
Maltby, 12 noon. 

South Downs. 15 Mar, Temple Valley 
Farm, Ayresford; 22, Abbotstone Farm, 
Ayresford, 12 noon. 

HUNT SECRETARIES 

WE are happy to continue to publish hunt 
appointments. Please send your meet cards 
to Polly Portwin at our editorial address, or 
email to polly.portwin@timeinc.com 


She then offered, unprompted: “I 
am always smilingwhen I’m riding 
my horse and hunting,” revealing 
that sense of elation felt by 
thousands every year. 

Aftera circular detourthrough 
fields and a wood called Cae 
Pwtto, we retraced our steps 
uphill to Wern-y-Cwm. From there, 
hounds picked up a trail and ran to 
Hale Wood, but unable to cross 
fields to join them we waited by 
Cefngarw Wood before the day 
was concluded. 

It had been a frustrating day for 
our huntsman. “Two weeks ago we 
were flying,” he said, “and hounds 
were really motoring. They went 
well in the frost, but now there’s an 
end-of-season feeling.” H&H 


Huntsman Peter Swann MFH and hounds: the Curre is known for its white pack 


HUNT APPOINTMENTS 
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Llangeinor Pentyrch 



Huntsman Mark 
Reynolds in his first 
season at the 
Llangeinor Pentyrch 
withwhippei^in 
Steve Pothecary 


% 


\ 




The Liangeinor Pentyrch Hunt benefits from good support from the iocais 


LLANGEINOR 
PENTYRCH HUNT 
GILFACHGOCH, 
GLAMORGAN 

25 February 


By George Bowyer 

HUNTING correspondents who 
goto Wales should be paid danger 
money. Not because of the huge 
jumps or perilous terrain— 
although there is certainly some 
of the latter — but because of the 
spelling.Taking notes while riding 
a horse is difficult enough, even in 
the age of digital recorders, but 
when you innocently ask the 
name of the f i rst wood to be told 
“Penrhiwfer”, then you know you 
are in trouble... 

Until recently, the Llangeinor 
and Pentyrch were two separate 
hunts, but the building of the M4 
a couple of decades ago, followed 
I by the continuing encroachment 
I ofthe outskirts of Cardiff into the 

0 Pentyrch hunt country, meant it 
^ slowly became unviable. The 

combination of the two hunt 
countries has now produced 

1 ample area for one pack of hounds 
K to operate. 


I stayed the night before my 
outing with Darren and Anna 
Hughes. Darren, the son of senior 
joint-master Brian, is an old friend 
and col league from the days of the 
rallies and marches before the 
hunting ban and we sat up late 
into the night reminiscing about 
old times. 

The next morning, as we went 
out to do the horses before 
breakfast, I was, perhaps, not 
fee I i ng q u ite as fresh as I m ight 
have been. When I say “we” did the 
horses, technically it was Anna 
doing most of the work. I was 
acting in the role of observer, while 
ingesting of several cups of hot, 
sweet tea and ta I ki ng to t he p igs 
next to the stables. 

Breakfast comprised home- 
grown sausages — and I can 
announce to the world that Maes 
y Deri sausages are indeed the 
cure for the common hangover 
that the world has sought so long. 

Refreshed and revitalised, I 
clambered aboard Lofty, my 
24-year-old partner for the day, 
and hacked with Darren from 
Rhiwceiliog Pencoed to the meet 
atGilfachGoch. 

GilfachGochwasthe 


inspiration for Richard Llewellyn’s 
1939 novel How Green Was My 
Valley?JUe meet was at the Griffin 
Inn, which is the oldest building 
i n the vi I lage. It was hosted by 
second generation landlady and 
long-time hunt supporter Pam 
Cantwell, whose late husband 
used to be chairman ofthe hunt 
supporters’ club. 

Wewerejoined by professional 
huntsman Mark Reynolds, with a 


mixed pack of ISVz couple, some 
English but mostly Welsh hounds. 
Mark was assisted by Steve 
Pothecary, who has been amateur 
whipfora number of seasons but 
is taking up a position with the 
Minehead Harriers next year. 

After enjoying Pam’s famous 
hospitality, including in my case, a 
sandwich from veteran supporter 
and point-to-pointer Iris 
Thomas who, when I was Q 
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A joint-master since 2012, Cyrii Liiey foliowing the meet from the Griffin Inn, the oldest building in Gilfach Goch 


TO SEE AND PURCHASE FURTHER 
IMAGES FROM THIS MEET, VISIT: 

horseandhound.co.uk/ealleries 



Brian Hughes MFH is heavily involved 
in the breeding of the hounds 


somewhat slow off the mark to 
indulge, warned: “Don’t jump at 
them, for God’s sake! They might 
bite you,’’ we prepared to move off. 

Brian made the traditional 
speech of thanks, explanation of 
the day’s activities hunting within 
the law and, prompted by his wife 
Main announcements of 
forthcoming events. Behind every 
great man lies a great woman. 

Beautiful to the eye 

THE first trail of the day was laid 
on the hillside below Caerlan and 
aboveTonyrefail.Wemadeour 
way to the top of the hill, over 
farms owned by the Dando and 
Thomas families. As well as 
affording fine viewing of the 
houndsworkingtheir line below 
us, we could see across the old 
Pentyrch country to the high-rise 
blocks of Cardiff in the distance. 
We could also see into the Ystrad 
Taf Fechan country, but were not 
in the area in which the Llangeinor 
Pentyrch can, as one hunt wag put 
it, “look down on the Glamorgan”. 

The weather on the day was 


changeable. Firstthing,thefog 
was thick enough for us to wonder 
whether the day might be delayed 
or cancelled: while we were 
hacking to meet it was drizzling, 
but by now, it was a beautiful day. 
Beautiful to the eye, that is, but 
not, apparently, to the nose. It 
was not what you would call a 
“screamingscent”, but hounds 
were working their line. 

Brian and Mark workon the 
hound breeding together, 
although, as this is Mark’s first 
season as huntsman, the input 
concerningthe current pack 
came from his predecessor, Alex 
Ford, huntsman for 27 seasons. 

Alex had been in hunt service 
pretty much all his life, having only 
ever had one non-hunting job, 
when he worked for a year as a 
forester. He started at the 
Fitzwilliam under Steve Roberts 
and worked his way up through 
the ranks with several well-known 
hunts before starting his 
marathon stint at the Llangeinor. 

Mark started as an amateur 
whip locally, then working 



Farmer and lifelong hunting man Edmund Roberts rides a recent winning hurdler 


professionally with several packs 
of foxhounds and beagles, before 
coming back to the Pentyrch and 
then the Llangeinor Pentyrch. 

Hound breeding follows 
predominantly Welsh lines, using 
sires from the Pembroke, the 
David Davies, the Gelligaer 
Farmers and the Pentyrch, but 
bringing in some English blood 
from the Beaufort, United and 
VWH . They have a good I itter 
fromVWH Mitre, but Mark’s 
current hound of the season — 

“a cracking hound, out every day, 
tough as a boot” — is Cruiser, by 
Zetland Cromwell. 

Picnics and piaits 

WITH poor scenting on the lower 
ground, it was decided to lay the 
next trail into Penrhiwferwood 
above Caer Lan. Although less 
relevant afterthe shooting 
season, woodland hunting here 
is easierthan elsewhere. 

Masters look away— this will 
cause you pain —the Llangeinor 
Pentyrch only have one major 
shoot in their hunt country, as 


opposed to the one-per-farm 
found in many other areas. 

During a pause, I was fortunate 
to meet Rob Lewis, a visitor from 
Caerphilly and a student of equine 
science at nearby Pencoed 
College. From pockets secreted 
who knows where he produced 
a veritable picnic — two ziplock 
bags containing beef pasties, 
sausage rolls, chicken goujons 
and sandwiches, all in vast 
quantities, together with two 
flasks, one of port and the other of 
sherry. He definitely wins the prize 
for the best-provisioned hunting 
person that I have ever met. 

He also won the award for the 
largestnumberof plaits I have 
ever seen in a mane — I stopped 
counting at 17 and I hadn’t 
reached the end of the neck yet. 
He explained that the horse was 
on worki ng I i very at the col lege 
and that the students got it ready 
as part of their course. They 
certainly weren’t stinting on their 
side of the bargain. 

Unfortunately scenting 
conditions were not a lot better 



The mixed pack of 13^2 couple of hounds with predominantly Welsh bloodlines 


58 HORSE & HOUND • 12 MARCH 2015 


www.horseandhound.co.uk 


Llangeinor Pentyrch 


Joint-master Brian Hughes 
and hunt staff looking out 
across the Llangeinor 
Pentyrch country 



Members of the field following hounds on a difficult scenting day 


Jane Jones enjoys hearing ‘hound 
music echoing through the trees’ 

in the woodland than they were 
outside, but hounds were making 
a game job of it and, as always, 
their music echoingthrough the 
trees was stunning. There are few 
sounds more certain to raise the 
hairs on the back of the neck than 
hounds and horn in concert. 

Listening with mewasMervyn 
Page, the hunt’s subscriptions 
secretary. Despite having Welsh 
parents, Mervyn was born and 
lived in London, movingto Wales 
some 20 years ago. 

Formerly a rugby player, he 
also had a brief and unsatisfying 
affair with golf — “there’s no 
adrenaline rush in hittinga little 
white ball around’’ — so he bought 
himself a “great, big horse” and 
became what he calls “a 
Llangeinorjunkie”. 

Having advised masters to 
look away earlier, now it is the turn 
forsubscribers — a Llangeinor 
Pentyrch subscription is only 
£200 per year — with no field 
money. What a bargain. 

Mervyn is particularly pleased 
that the hunt has a good following 
ofyoungsupporters,andhegoes 
out of his way to encourage and 
make iteasyforthem. 

“At a fiver a head per day, I must 
be the cheapest babysitter in the 
world,” he says. 


A changing countryside 

AS we left the woodland just after 
1pm, we found that the fog had 
suddenly started to come in again. 
Twenty minutes later it was 
looking as if it might stop 
proceedings, but 20 minutes after 
that, it had cleared again, although 
leaving a biting wind in its wake. 

As the hounds drew along the 
steep hillside above Evanstown, 
and we kept pace along the tops, 

I was warned to look out for dips 
in the ground that could indicate 
where mine-workings might 


collapse under a horse’s weight. 
This could have merely been 
locals playing with the 
newcomer’s head, but as there 
used to be 11 working mines in just 
the bit of valley that we could see, 
it did seem feasible. 

Edmund Roberts, lifelong 
hunterandfarmerofthelandon 
which we were standing, was out 
on a horse that had recently won a 
hurdle race at Ffos Las, trained by 
his daughter, Beth. He had seen 
various agricultural changes as 
well as the industrial ones over the 


In kennels 


Joint-masters: Brian Hughes 
(2001), Cyril Liley (2012) 

Hunt secretary: Derek 
George, tel: 01656 720607) 
Huntsman: Mark Reynolds 
Whipper-in: Steve Pothecary 
Meet days: Wednesdays 
and Saturdays 
Hunt country: The southern 
boundary istheM4, Port Talbot 
in the west, east as far as 
Cardiff and north up into 
Rhonda Maesteg Valleys 
Quote of the day: When asked 
what he used on the trail, trail- 
layer Mark Shepherd produced 
a half-used bottle of fox urine 
from his pocket. “Eew! No 
wonderyou’re single.. .’’was 
the response 


years. A lot of the grazing land had 
been improved, which in turn led 
to enclosure of the new pastures 
— and all new fences made a big 
difference to the hunting. 

Another significant change 
over the past two decades has 
been the advance of the start of 
the lambing season, with first 
lambs now coming two weeks 
earlier than they used to, meaning 
the hunting season has had to 
move with it. 

At the end of the day, we 
returned to the Griffin Inn, 
which I had now learned was 
affectionately referred to as 
“the Bog”, for a bowl of soup 
and a drink. 

As I thought about the people 
I had met during the day: Louise 
Williams, a hairdresser (known to 
travel to rural customers on 
horseback): Yvonne Davies, a 
smallholder strugglingto run her 
business and cope with severe 
rheumatoid arthritis: Claire 
McKay, a local chiropodist: 
Danielle James, who works locally 
for women’s aid — it seemed 
ironic that this is a Labour Party 
stronghold, represented to 
a man (orwoman) by anti-hunting 
MPs, with their prejudices 
about hunting beingonlyforthe 
rich and privileged. 

Howcompletelytheyfailto 
understand or represent their own 
constituents — ordinary, decent, 
hard-working people, not a duke 
or duchess among them, who 
merely wish to see the 
countryside once again managed 
for the benefit of the whole 
community, by people who 
understand how it works. 

Not very many miles down the 
road is the Banwen Miners Hunt. 

If that name alone does not make 
any politician sit back and 
question their thinking, they 
should be ashamed. H&H 



Hunting campaign stalwart Darren Hughes riding alongside Claire McKay 
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Chips serves up a win 



Former Lance Bombardier Sally Randell (right) closes the curtain on her race- 
riding career with victory aboard Loose Chips in the Grand Military Gold Cup 


Two female 
jockeys land 
popularwins 
inSandown’s 
military races, while a 
novice hurdler earns 
himselfatiltata 
Cheltenham bonus. 
Marcus Armytage 
reports 

I F AP McCoy can organise to go 
out on a winner as well as Sally 
Randell did in Friday’s 152nd 
Grand Military Gold Cup 
(sponsored by Military Mutual), 
then he will have done well. Even 
Randell would concede that fate 
played a considerable part in her 
victory on the Charlie Longsdon- 
trained Loose Chips. 

Randell, a former Lance 
Bombardier, has for some time 
been one of the foremost military 
riders. She was already the most 
successful female in the race with 
two wins but, in her mind, she was 
already retired when she took a 
call from Longsdon earlier in the 
week pleading for her to have one 
last go. 

Next season she is due to take 
overfrom Grand National-winning 
trainer Andy Turnell and for most 
of the week she had been 
attending one of the mandatory 
training modules at the British 
Racing School in Newmarket. She 
owed hervictory to Harry Wallace, 
rider of the neck runner-up 
Merrion Square, as much as 
anyone. 

Wallace, a tailor by trade, was 
booked to ride Loose Chips and 
team up once again with owner 



Major John Thorneloe, with whom 
he won the race in 2012. But he 
was subsequently asked to ride 
Merrion Square. 

“ How often do you get a call 
from Paul Nicholls?”he said. “I’ve 
been t ry i ng to get a foot i n t he 
door there for 12 years ! At the 
weights I thought Merrion Square 
had a better chance and my 
maths was nearly right.” 

To add insult to injury Merrion 
Square unshipped twice on the 
way to the start. 

Randell, who would not look out 
of place with the best amateurs at 
Cheltenham this week, used all 
her experience and strength in a 
finish to get Loose Chips home by 
a neck in a tight finish with two and 
a quarter lengths back to Max 
Chenery on ATail Of Intrigue. 

“That was amazing,” said 


RIDE OF 
THE WEEK 

TOM GARNER on Financial 
Climate (pictured, left) in the 
William Hill Handicap Chase at 
Sandown on Saturday. Apart from 
giving Oliver Sherwood a nerve- 
settling winner the weekend 
before Many Clouds goes to war in 
tomorrow’s Gold Cup, if you are 
going to force the issue at 
Sandown in testing ground you 
need to make the most of your 
Jumping. Garner got the eight- 
year-old into a terrific rhythm. 


Randell, 30, who only completed 
hertraining module 3 V 2 hours 
beforethe race, before whipping 
round the M25. 

“This is goodbye. I ’ve been 
persuaded back once or twice but 
this is definitely it. I ’m Andy 
Turnell’s assistant, I love him to 
piecesand I’m hoping to take over 
the licence from the start of next 
season. Andy’s going to be my 
right-hand man.” 

Longsdon said that the drop in 
grade to military races had 
“rejuvenated Loose Chips.” 

“He’s a bit of a monkey,” he 
said. “The top handicaps had 
soured him but on his day he 
can still do it.” 

Consistent Beach rewarded 

LT-COLERICABRIDGEwasa 
popular winner of the Queen 
Elizabeth Queen Mother 
Memorial Hurdle on the Seamus 
Mullins trained Kastani Beach, 
a standing dish in the event, 
having been placed three times 
in it before. 

Mullins, like the late Toby 
Balding whose partner Philippa 
Downing owns a chunk of Kastani 
Beach with the trainer, is a great 
supporterofthe military races. 
Hell will have to freeze over before 
he fails to provide a runner in one 
ofthem. 

Going to the second last, it 
appeared that Jody Sole had 
stolen the race on Smart Catch, 
who seemed to be galloping 
resolutely up the hill with a decent 
lead. But the horse stuttered into 


BONUS 

HUNTERS 

HORSES who have won the 
Imperial Cup at Sandown and 
then won at Cheltenham 
within the week, securing a 
£100,000 bonus: 

1993 

Olympian (M Pipe): Coral Cup 
four days later. 

1998 

Blowing Wind (M Pipe): 
County Hurdle five days later. 

2008 

Gaspara (D Pipe): Fred Winter 
three days later. 


the hurdle. He stopped to almost a 
walk at the last and was swamped 
by his rivals. Behind him it was 
quite tight, but once Bridge, who 
had been fifth going into the last, 
found a gap, Kastani Beach was 
most willingto go through it. 

Birthday celebrations 

DR RICHARD NEWLAND will 
chase a £100,000 bonus from 
William Hill in the County Hurdle 
with Ebony Express after the 
novice won a terrific William Hill 
Imperial Cup, narrowly denying 
youngTom Garner and Oliver 
Sherwood with Rayvin Black. 

It was a good birthday present 
for Newland’s daughter Felicity, 

21, who was celebrating her 
birthday with friends at the course 
and was sent up to receive the 
trainer’s prize. 

“I hope he squeezes into the 
County Hurdle,” said Newland, 
who will also run his Grand 
National winner Pineau De Re in 
the Pertemps Final as a warm-up 
forAintree. 

After the six-year-old Ebony 
Express won at 33-1, Newland 
explained: “He won his first two 
starts very impressively, but 
he had to have three runs to get 
into the Betfair Hurdle and he 
wasn’t quite right on his third 
start and, on reflection, I probably 
shouldn’t have run him because 
he bled. 

“He was then brought down at 
the second last in the Betfair and I 
think he’d have been fourth. But 
he’d been working well since.” H&H 
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I RichardJohnson 

All roads leadto Cheltenham 



T he build-up to the 
Cheltenham Festival is 
always high pressured. It’s 
nerve-racking as everyone — 
trainers, jockeys, lads and owners 
— is hopingthat nothinggoes 
wrongatthe last minute. 

As a jockey you want to make 
su re you do a good job. When it’s 
going well Cheltenham isthe best 
place in the world: when it’s not 
goingsowell it can be an extremely 
hard week. Ideally you wantto get 
off the mark as soon as possible as 
an early win will give you that 
confidence boost. 

Cheltenham has an amazing 
atmosphere though — Gold Cup 
day is like nootherday of theyear. 
Everyone is on great form and 
excited: so much hard work has 
been put in to get there. You just 
hope the horses can do themselves 
justice and perform to the best of 
theirabilityontheday. 

A nice book of rides 

I have several good rides. In the 
RyanairChasel’monWishfull 
Thinking. As a 12-year-old you 
might think he’s a bit old for that. 


but he’s been in as good form as 
he’s ever been in and he’s already 
got two big wins under his belt this 
season (the Old Roan and the 
Peterborough Chase). 

He’s a 25-1 shot but I ’ 1 1 be 
disappointed if he doesn’t run well. 
He seems in very good order at 
home, and there’s no reason why be 
shouldn’t be in the mix. 

One of my best chances is 
Cheltenian in the County Hurdle. He 
finished second at Newbury in the 
Betfair Hurdle last month and won 
the Champion Bumper in 2011. 

He’s a high-class horse: he’s big and 
strong and he’s an improving sort. 

SiMniaco’s the one to beat 

I don’t think I have a ride in the Gold 
Cup this year, which is a shame, but 
I ’ 1 1 be i nterested to watch . 

Silvinaco Conti is the best horse 
in the race, and, as a jockey, I 
definitely believe he’s the one I’d 
wantto be on. 

It will be interesting to see if he 
handles itthisyeanhedidn’t quite 
make it up the hill last year [he was 
fourth]. If he stays, he’ 1 1 win. 

He’s been in good form this 


season and ran verywell in the King 
George. All of Paul Nicholls’ horses 
are in fantastic order and he does 
very little wrong as a trainer, so you’d 
have to be watching Silviniaco Conti. 

If you take him out, the race is 
wide open — Lord Windermere won 
last year but he hasn’t done much 
since. He’d enjoy the better ground 
and you have to respect him. 

I a Iso th i nk Coneygree is one to 
watch. I was very impressed with 
him when we won the Denman 
Chase [when Richard picked up the 
ride as Nico de Boinville was off]. I 
thought hejumped really well and 
he ticks all the right boxes. He’s a 
very exciting horse and should run 
a very big race. 

When it’s 
going well 
Cheltenham isthe 
best place in the 
world; when it’s not 
it can be a very 
hard week 




A harsh ruling 

JASON M AG U I R E has to sit out 
the Cheltenham Festival following 
a 14-day non-trier ban picked up at 
Ludlow on Born To Succeed. I 
understand the British 
HorseracingAuthorityhastobe 
clear cut on horses doing their 
best every day of the week, but 
sometimes a young horse can pull 
too much and you want to educate 
them. He felt the horse was beaten 
and he was trying to look after it 
— it wasn ’t a case of not t ry i ng. 

If a horse is being stopped I’m 
all for throwing the book at the 
jockey, but when he’s looking after 
a young horse it seems harsh. 

Last year Jason was off injured, 
so to miss the Festival because of 
something so simple must be very 
disappointing. 

Meanwhile, since AP 
announced he was retiring, more 
and more people are at the races. 
It’s busy everywhere he goes. 

He has a great following and it’s 
brilliant forthe sport. I don’tthink 
he realised howfull-on his “final 
tour’’wasgoingto be when he 
revealed his plans last month. H&H 


H0RSE410UND 



EXCLUSIVE news stories, 
vet case studies, video content, 
vet advice from the experts & 
coiumns from top riders 


From only £3.99 a month 




Join H&H VIP today and discover the benefits 
www.horseandhound.co.uk/exclusive 






Great deals on print and iPad subscriptions at www.horseandhoundsubs.co.uk/subs 


12 MARCH 2015 • HORSE & HOUND 61 



Point-to-point 


Edited by 

Aimi Clark 


^ @Aimi_Clark 

DO YOU HAVEAPOINTTO-POINTSTORY? 

Email: aimi.clark@timeinc.com 


Two out of two 
forWillcox 



The wait for good ground gives Patricktom Boru and Evan David the win 


BRECON &TALYBONT 
LLANFRYNACH, BRECON 

7 March 


By Brian Armstrong 

BRIDGEND owner-trainer Roger 
Wi I Icox saddled Patricktom Boru 
and Lauberhorn — his entire 
string — at Llanfrynach, and won 
with both of them. 

Patricktom Boru, making his 
seasonal debut under Evan David, 
got the betterof a sustained duel 
with eventual third Harpsy Cord, 
whose moderate round of 
jumping included the application 
of brakes approaching 
Llanfrynach’s famous drop fence. 

“Patricktom Boru lost condition 
in his coat in December but we 
weren’t worried as he never 
worked badly,” revealed Roger, 
joint-owner with Bill Corrigan. 
“We’ve been waiting six weeks for 
better ground. That’s four races 
he’s won for us, plus a fourth- 
place finish [in the 2014 Dunraven 
Bowl Novices’ Championship 
Hunter Chase] at Chepstow. We’ll 


aim him at that again and you 
might have just seen the winner 
if it’s run on good ground.” 

Lauberhorn overcame some 
sketchy jumpingto retain his 
unbeaten record in completed 
point-to-points. Initially held up in 
rear, the eight-year-old sprinted 
clearof Highly Unlikely and 
Chesnut Annie when Anna 
Metekohy asked the question 
enteringthe home straight. 

Lauberhorn has now won six 
of his eight points — he parted 
company with Anna on the 
remaining two occasions — but 
was pulled up by Gina Andrews 
when tackling Stratford’s bigger 
obstacles in May’s AGA 
Championship Final. 

“ He’s very fast over fences 
when he meets them right but 
he’s not always fluent,” said Roger, 
who was celebrating his second- 
ever double. “That’s why he ran 
badly at Stratford. We’ll run both 
horses at Howick next weekend 
but I’m not sure about another 
hunter chase for Lauberhorn. 
Pointing is his game.” 


We’ve been waitingsix weeks for better 
ground. That’s four races he’s won for us, 
plus a fourth-place finish at Chepstow 

Roger Willcox on Patricktom Boru’spenchantfor goodgoing 


Peacock’s impressive display 


ROSIES PEACOCK will seek a 
second Lady Dudley Cup success 
after providing the centrepiece 
of John Mathias’ Llanfrynach 
treble. Dai Llewellyn’s 12-year-old 
ran on resolutely to battle home 
ahead of Tiger Rag, who had 
chased him throughout the final 
circuit. The 2012 Lady Dudley 
Cup winner has now won 24 
races, including 16 partnered by 
John, but this was his first 
Llanfrynach victory. 

“He’s only run here once 
before, when runner-up to Silver 
Story in this race three years 
ago,” recalled Dai. “We’ve had him 
more forward and run him earlier 
this season than ever before, but 
he actually needed today’s race. 
He’ll go to the North Ledbury on 
22 March, Lydstep on Easter 
Monday, then the Lady Dudley 
Cup a fortnight later [19 April].” 

Rosies Peacock displayed 
his customary enigmatic 
pre-race side as John attempted 
to climb aboard. 


“We took him on to the course 
as usual, tried to mount John at 
the marker hurdles on the bend 
and succeeded after the drop 
fence about 100 yards later,” said 
Dai, ruefully. “We thought we had 
found the secret but trust him to 
find another way of holding up 
proceedings.” 

John had initiated his treble 
when the Katy Price-trained 
Champagne Benefit had finished 
alone in the hunt race. The winner 
of three of his four outings this 
season. Champagne Benefit will 
be aimed at the inaugural 
running of Aintree’s DBS Spring 
Sales Point-to-Point Bumper 
Final on 15 May. 

John moved into double figures 
for the season aboard restricted 
winner Desertmore View (see box, 
above). In front from f lagfall, 
Desertmore View gradually 
stretched his field until his final 
challenger, 6-4 favourite 
Minellacelebration, hoisted the 
white flag three fences from home. 



ONE 


RACHEL HOOTON’S Desertmore View is a horse to follow 
after his easy Llanfrynach restricted win. The seven-year- 
old ground his five rivals into submission after making all 
the running under John Mathias. 

Desertmore View, who was bought by Pembrokeshire trainer Marc 
Barber six months ago after winning one of his three Irish points, had 
fallen at the last when well clear on his UK pointing debut at Larkhill 
in February. 

“His trainer, Denis Leahy, offered him to us but said we would have to 
be patient and that he was a gamble,” explained Marc. “He had a few 
muscle problems in his backend but physio and two months’ roadwork 
have sorted them out. You can’t train him hard, and he either walks or 
canters, but he 
doesn’t need a lot of 
work, so everything 
falls into place. The 
gamble has paid off.” 

Desertmore View 
will now be aimed at 
Chepstow’s Dunraven 
Bowl Novices’ 

Championship 
Hunter Chase on 
24April. 

“We’ll look after 
him and run him 
sparingly, as John 
feels we should aim 
at Cheltenham’s 
Hunter Chase Evening 
as well,” said Marc. 

“We thought 
Llanfrynach would 
suit him but John 
feels it has actually 
been too sharp. Big, 
galloping tracks 
like Chepstow and 
Cheltenham should Agamble pays off for trainer Marc Barbaras 

be ideal.” Desertmore View andJohn Mathias romp home 
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Ella Darwin 


ELLA DARWIN (pictured, below) received an early wedding 
present when opening her account, at the second attempt, 
aboard her boss Andrew Coveney’s Behind The Scenes. 

The 26-year-old, who marries farrier Joe Gillings in August, 
looked booked for third before being gifted Godstone’s ladies’ open 
in a last-fence melee. Little Legend led at the last, but he fell, bringing 
down Done A Runner (Lucy Wheeler) and hampering Country House, 
who ejected Anna Sansom. Behind The Scenes inherited the lead to win 
by a distance. 

“The 3 Mugs and a Vet Partnership gave him to Andrew as my 

schoolmaster,” said Ella.“l do 
everything with him at home, 
including hunting every 
week. We’ve been out over 20 
times this season, including 
Thursday. I’m from Yorkshire 
and hunted with the Pendle 
before I moved south, but my 
background is in Flat racing. I 
spent two years as a work 
rider with [Oxfordshire 
trainer] John Gallagher 
before I Joined Andrew.” 


Repeat Business returns 

JEFF BIRD’S Repeat Business looks hunter chase material after 
taking Godstone’s conditions contest in a hack canter. The seven- 
year-old, trained by Jeff’s brother-in-law Jonathan Tudor, sauntered 
home eight lengths clear under James Tudor to justify the three-hour 
journey from Jonathan’s Merthyr Mawryard. 

Repeat Business is now unbeaten in four completions since being 
bought for £3,500 at Doncaster in August 2013 and looks a leading 
candidate for Cheltenham’s Connolly’s Red Mills Intermediate Series 
Final on 29 April. 

“We’ve come here to see how he copes with bigger fences and an 
undulating course,” said Jonathan. 

“He can jump a bit flat but he’s adapted well. We don’t want to 
overface him so we could bring him back here on 29 March before 
going hunter chasing.” 

Repeat Business was greeted in the winner’s enclosure by a 
contingent of Jeff ’s friends. 

“There are 11 of us, including three from my Emmanuel College, 
Cambridge days,” smiled Jeff, whose blue and pink silks are based on 
the college’s rugby colours. 

“Everyone has enjoyed themselves and hopefully there will be more 
opportunities like this. Giving the horse a low-profile introduction last 
season has definitely paid off for us.” 

Hopes of a Bird-Tudor double were dashed when High Hatton 
ejected James at the penultimate when he was well clear 
of his restricted field. 


MID SURREY FARMERS’ 

DRAGHOUNDS, 

GODSTONE^SURREY 

8 March 


By Brian Armstrong 

ANDREW COHEN’S Quinz 
achieved the win required for 
Aintree Foxhunter qualification by 
turning Godstone’s men’s open 
into a procession. The 11-year-old, 
jumpingsuperbly for Joe Hill, led 
from flagfall and easily accounted 
for Anseanachai Cliste, the winner 
of four Irish races last season. 

Winner of the 2011 Racing Post 
Chase for Philip Hobbs, Quinz won 
one of his two Larkhillpoint-to- 
points before finishing a 10-length 
runner-up to top hunter chaser 
Paint The Clouds at Doncaster 
in February. 

“I feel he’s a better horse now 
and that he would win the second 
Larkhill point-to-point if it was run 
again,” said Joe, 19.“Hisjumping 
has improved by a country mile. 
It’s all down to schooling him on 
the morning of the race, which 
opens his muscles. I think Dad 

Hisjumpinghas 
improved by a 
country mile, thanks 
toschoolinghimon 
the morning of the 
race, which opens 
his muscles 

Joe Hill hasthe measure of Aintree 
contender Quinz 



[Alan Hill] has trained him 
brilliantly as he’s filled the horse 
with confidence.” 

Quinz heads straight to Aintree 
on 9 April. 

“It’s five weeks away which is 
the time Dad likes to leave 
between races, so should be 
ideal,” said Joe. “He had to win to 
qualify and he had to win like that 
to have a chance. I would have 
been disappointed if he’d won by 
10 lengths ridden out. I’m 
absolutely delighted that Andrew 
and Dad had the confidence in me 
to give me the ride.” 


James Tudor pilots Repeat Business to victory in the conditions race 
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ill on a high 


KINGSTON BLOUNT 
RACING CLUB, 
OXFORDSHIRE 

7 March 


By Polly Portwin 

REIGNING champion point-to- 
pointtrainer Alan Hill enjoyed 
three training victories with 
Ravethebrave, Start Royal and 
Brians Well on a day for favourite- 
backers. Six of the day’s eight 
winners headed the betting. 

A large crowd enjoying drying, 
spring-like conditions saw Hill’s 
son Joe secure a comfortable 
victory in the three-runner men’s 
open race with Ravethebrave, the 


horse that gave Joe his first career 
victory at Black Forest Lodge in 
November 2011. 

“The horse had a hard race last 
time out at Higham in January 
when placed second,” said Alan. 
“We are delighted he has qualified 
[forthe men’s open hunter chase 
finals at Cheltenham at the end of 
April] and we aim to run him there.” 

lntheladies’open,Gina 
Andrews edged one winner closer 
to her career century between the 
flags when makingall the running 
on Start Royal forthe local trainer. 
This was very much a “home” 
victory for Hill, who lives within 
walking distance of the course 
and part-owns the horse with 


MichaelAvery, along with course 
chairman, clerk of the course and 
meeting secretary Stewart Nash 
and his wife Hilda. 

“Alan bought the horse from 
Doncaster Sales several years ago 
and although he isn’t the easiest 
to train, he is unbeaten around 
this course,” said Nash, who was 
particularly pleased with the large 
crowd that saw 69 runners head 
to post. 

James Tudor’s journey for his 
sole ride aboard former course 
chairman Rodney Mann’s Brians 
Well was worthwhile when they 
came home the onlyfinishers in 
the eight-runner restricted. 

The consistent Full Trottle 
finished full of running under Sam 
Painting to land the intermediate 
race, also a qualifier forthe hunter 
chase finals at Cheltenham. 

Celtic Intrigue was a popular 
winner for jockey Andrew Barlow 


and trainer Michael Kehoe. 
Owned by Andrew’s father Mark, 
the front-running former chaser 
was in training with Tom George 
before t u rn i ng to po i nt i ng at 
Cottenham in December 2013. 
Andrew — whose next ride wi 1 1 be 
on his father’s other horse 
Brackloon High in the Foxhunter 
Chase at Cheltenham tomorrow 
(13 March) — returned to race- 
riding three years ago following 
retirement approximately 10 
years ago. 

With good entries forthe 2m5f 
open maiden, the first race of the 
day was split, with the eight- 
runner first division going to the 
Pauline Harkin-trained Lady 
Barfad. Following a brief delay 
when Jack Day was unseated on 
the way to the start and had to be 
passed fit by the course doctor, 
Katie Lyons rode Cyrius Moriviere 
home to win the second division. 








THE STORY BEHINDTHE NAMING OF KIMS QUEST 

LLANFRYN ACH winner Kims Quest obtained spirit, which we liked, and bought her for €850 “She deserved that as she’s been second in 

her name when Beth Roberts and Dai Hughes (£610). We called her Kims Quest, as it captured four point-to-points and placed in a bumper and 

bought her as a three-year-old at Goresbridge the spirit of the day.” over hurdles,” added Beth. “She can be horrible 

in 2011. Ridden prominently throughout by Darach as she’s always fly-leaping and bucking and 

“We went there to buy a horse for Beth’s Skelly, Kims Quest battled home ahead of you should see the bruise where she bit my arm, 

cousin, Kim Thomas,” explained Dai. “Kim didn’t M ilaneen, the only other finisher from 11 starters but you forgive them everything when they win 

buy anything but we saw this one showing lots of in the first division of the maiden. like that.” 
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Gloryforthe Drinkwaters 


WORKING TITLE secured his 
third win of the season when 
claiming glory in the Kingston 
Blount Racing Club (KBRC) 
members conditions race for the 
Drinkwater family, who owned, 
trained and rode the winner. 

The race had been sponsored 
by a founder member of the 
KBRC, Bob Groves, and his 
family, in memory of their 
sports-loving son Jack, who 
died tragically in 2010. 

The KBRC was established 
in 2010 when this meeting, 
formerly run by the Oxford 
University Hunt Club, was 
suffering from dwindling 
support. 

With four meetings on the 
course, it was the intention of the 
founders of the club to help 
provide additional funds to 
maintain the course and ensure 
that the early March meeting 
continued to take place. 


COLLEGE 
VALLEY& NORTH 
NORTHUMBERLAND, 
ALNWICK 

8 March 

By Brian Armstrong 

TOCKYMCKIE’S Crazy Diamond 
beca me t he f i rst horse to wi n fou r 
point-to-points this season when 
runningoutan impressive winner 
of the mens’open. Held up by Nick 
Orpwood behind pacesetter 
Ballyvesey in the early stages, 
Crazy Diamond forged 20 lengths 
clear of his main rival after taking 
the lead five fences from home. 

The 11-year-old former eventer, 
a sixth winner from six runners for 
trainer Jessica McKie, remains 
unbeaten in his newdiscipline, 
and could be a contender for 
the National Leading Horse 
Award if continuing to race 
between the flags. 


Annual membership is 
£20 and includes a discounted 
car park label and free racecard. 
There will be two races held 
for members of the club during 
the season. 

Oxford University maintains 
its close links with the course, 
with members of the Bullingdon 
Club presenting prizes in the 
club race. 

Over the past 100 years, the 

Oxford University 
maintains its close 
links with the course, 
with members of 
the Bullingdon Club 
presenting prizes 
in the club race 

KBRC,established in 2010, was formerly 
run by the Oxford University Hunt Club 


“He’s been eventing all his life 
so is used to competing on firm 
ground,” said Tocky, mother of the 
winningtrainer. 

“He certainly won’t have 
minded today’s faster surface. We 
might aim him at Kelso’s 
Buccleuch Cup maiden hunter 
chase on 13 April.” 

On the eve of the Cheltenham 
Festival, Tom Oates’ Dun Faw 
Good was an apt winner of the 

He’s been eventing 
all his life so is used 
tocompetingon 
firm ground. He 
certainly won’t have 
minded today’s 
faster surface 

Tocky McKie on Crazy Diamond, who 
remains unbeaten in all his races 


Faber Cup has been competed 
for at the Oxford University Drag 
meetings and was awarded to 
Ravethebrave, the winner of the 
men’s open. 

DUCKS & 
DOUBLES 

Ducks 

HedleyWebb(Dukeof 

Beaufort’s) 

ChelseaJennings 
(Blackmore & Sparkford Vale) 
Craig Hoggart (Derwent) 

Ella Darwin 

(Mid Surrey Farmers Drag) 
Jemima Cope (Sir WW Wynn’s) 

Trebles 

John Mathias (Brecon & 
Talybont) 

Will Biddick(Blackmore& 
Sparkford Vale) 

Dickie Collinson (Suffolk) 


three-mile maiden, the final 
contest of Alnwick’s four-fixture 
season. Dun Faw Good’s 
grandam. Dun Gay Lass, was 
one of the unluckiest losers in 
Cheltenham Foxhunter history 
when caught in the dying strides 
after jockey Martin Claxton’s iron 
had broken on the run-in in 1991. 

Given a confident front-running 
ride by Catherine Walton, Dun Faw 
Good forged 10 lengths clear in 
the straight to give Catherine’s 
mother, Claire Walton, her first 
training success at the very 
first attempt. 

“I rode her dam. Dun Rose, to 
win the 2005 Buccleuch Cup,” 
recalledTom,theAlnwickclerk 
of the course. 

“Phyllis Claxton then gave her 
to me as a wedding present. Dun 
Faw Good learned a lot in her five 
runs last season and she’s 
definitely been suited by today’s 
better ground.”H&H 


CoMMjSjuL^ 

Darren ' 
Edwai^s^l^^^ 

Committed to 
the cause 

W ITH the season now 

reachingfull swing, one 
could be forgiven for 
taking one’s eye off what lies 
ahead and just around the 
corner. So it was refreshing 
when the Point-to- Point 
Authority (PPA) announced it 
has drawn together individuals 
from the sport’s key stakeholding 
bodies to form a “race 
programming” committee. 

The British Horseracing 
Authority (BH A), Master of 
Foxhounds Association (MFHA), 
Point-to-Point Secretaries 
Association (PPSA), Point-to- 
Point Owners & Riders 
Association (PPORA), the 
Jockey Club and the Press Office 
will all have representation on 
the committee which, put very 
simply, has been tasked with 
encouraging more participants 
into the sport — both equine 
and human. 

The committee will deliberate 
key issues such as race 
planning, penalty structures, 
retention of participants, 
economic impact, 
communications, sponsorship, 
costs and relationships, 
regulation and qualifications. 

I do not envy the task of those 
sitting on the committee, 
because the solutions to 
existing challenges are not 
straightforward to implement 
and will require buy-in across 
the sport. Nevertheless, race 
programming is something that 
must be embraced and 
scrutinised if point-to-pointing 
is to prosper in years to come. 

As a stakeholder and southern 
area jockeys’ representative on 
the PPORA committee, I will be 
voicing my thoughts on the 
matter at the next PPORA 
meetingand I would encourage 
everyone to contact their local 
association rep to do the same. 
We have to act now to bear the 
fruit of our labour in the future. 

One issue I will raise is the 
scheduling of hunter chases on 
weekends clashing with point- 
to-points. At a time when horse 
and rider numbers are low, this 
further dilutes the pool of 
available participants and races 
like the three-runner hunter 
chase (Fontwell, 22 February) 
do nothing to promote our sport. 
This is something that should be 
high on the race programming 
committee’s agenda. H&H 


Lady Barfad takes emotional open maiden victoiy 

THE Attlefield partnership enjoyed a taste of and his daughter Ro. Juliette was entrusted with the 

success as owners of the Kingston Blount open third-season mare following the death of her sister- 

maiden division one when Lady Barfad, ridden in-law and the victory was an emotional one for 

by Toby Betambeau,got the better of second-placed all connections. 

Mr Raj on the run-in. ‘This is a wonderful day but I Just wish that 

The syndicate consists of farmers Patrick my sister-in-law was here to celebrate with us,” 

and Juliette White, Michael McNeill, Bill Adams said Juliette. 


Diamond’s four and counting 


Great deals on print and iPad subscriptions at www.horseandhoundsubs.co.uk/subs 
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HORSES OF THE WEEK 


Petplan 

We offer fixed 
Vet Pee excess 

Terms and Conditions apply 

Visit petplanequine.co.uk or call 0800 980 71SS 




CLASSY BAY KWPN MARE 

Our lovely girl must be sold as rider 
has heavy work commitments AND 
yard is closing down! This is a rare 
opportunity to buy a super horse at 
reasonable price. Zillock has a 
scopey jump, 3 good, correct paces 
and is bold cross country. Schooling 
easily at 1.20 with established flat 
work. Currently wasted with us. 
Competent, competitive rider 
sought. Reasonable offers 
considered for the right person. 

^^fOOO Tel: 07906 077 101 (P) 
Email: marybalfour@outlook.com 



ATTRACTIVE GREY MARE, 

15.2 HH,8YRS OLD 

Family Owned since she was broken in Ireland 
where she hunted and did some showjumping. 
Brought on slowly, competed in BSPS WHP, un- 
aff showjumping, double clear in first British 
novice. XC schooled over BE course. Lilly hacks 
out alone or in company, fit and ready to go on 
in any discipline. Clean limbed, good 
conformation. Good in traffic, clip, shoe, box. No 
vices. Good trial facilities. 

£7,500 Tel: 07754 970 669 (Cumbria) 



USTINOV X CONCORDE 
X VOLTAIRE 

Surprise Stunning looking and super 
talented KWPN dark bay mare 2011, 
rising 4years 165cm now Scopey, 
careful & brave. Her mother Jumped 
internationally. Just broken proving 
easy &< willing. Ready to be produced 
now completely clean, vice and 
blemish free. Videos and pictures 
available on request. £6,250 
T: 07930 183 189 (Canterbury, Kent) 
Email: sportshorse@rocketmail.com 



SERIOUSLY SMART DRESSAGE 
/SHOWJUMPER 

i6.ihh bay gelding i2yr, Han. 131 BD pts 
placed BD nationals 2014 (Ele) flashy 
uphill paces, established changes 
lateral work. Bold careful show 
Jumper. Jumps double clear 
newcomers for fun. Numerous wins 
combined training.Good to 
hack,clip,shoe, travel etc. Never sick or 
sorry, ideal mother / daughter share. 
Very sad sale. 5 star home only. Videos 
available. £7,650 

Tel: 07921 293 168 or 07739 297 084 
Email: jo-mcghee@hotmail.co.uk (P) 



SERIOUS JUNIOR PROSPECT 

Beautiful dark bay mare, 8 yo, i6hh. 
Novice / Intermediate Eventer. 
Double Clear Osberton 6 year old 
Championships. Won two Novices 
2014. Numerous Double Clears. 
Successfully completed 
Intermediates at the end of 2014. 
Showjumping im30 tracks with 
ease. Would excel in any discipline. 
Lovely mare in everyway. Owned 
since a 3yr old. Very sad sale. 

Serious enquiries only. 

£POA Tel: 07919 327 181 Email: 
gina@ginaruck-eventing.com 



VERY HANDSOME, WELL MANNERED AND TALENTED 17.2 

HUNTER FOR SALE 

Huntsman is a dream hunt horse who oozes quality and presence 
and turns a lot of heads. He is substantial enough to carry a large 
man, but rides light enough for a young teenage girl to ride him (as 
seen in the pictures). Huntsman came to me at 3 years old and he 
has been carefully produced to be a well mannered hunter. He will 
go first or last and jumps very well, hedges and timber. He also has 
enough quality to show in the summer, and he successfully won 
classes in hand at 3 years old. He has also done lots of riding club 
activities and clinics, is excellent to handle, load, shoe, clip etc and is 
bombproof in traffic. He is a delight to hack out. He is rising 7 now, 
standing at 17.2 hh, bay gelding. TB x CB.. 

£6,500. Tel: 07887 691 810 



REGISTERED ANGLO EUROPEAN 

Roxy is a beautiful expressive horse. Talented with lovely movement 
Great to hack alone or in company. Not strong in open spaces and 
is amazing x country (water, ditches, banks etc no problem). Has 
previously represented the RAF as a inter service military team horse 
SJ up to no and eventing to pre-novice level. Has successfully team 
chased, happy to lead or follow. Hasn't hunted but has seen hounds. 
Has a couple of scars, one on her chest and one on her bottom they 
do not affect her beauty or movement. Good to catch, shoe, travel and 
load. Is fully vaccinated, wormed, teeth and back checked regularly. 
Never had any illnesses or lameness. Fit and ready to excel in anything 
you want her to. 11 years (rising 12) will only sell to a good home. 
£6,500. Tel: 07854826134 



HUNTER/ALLROUNDER 

16.3 7 yo gelding "falcon” . Super safe horse with manners to 
burn a complete gentleman in and out of the stable falcon 
has been hunting in the uk and drag hunting in holland and 
is extremely safe wether it be at the front or back of the pack 
he jumps all hunt and xc fences and can also turn his hoof 
to dressage and showjumping . You don’t need to be the 
best of riders to ride falcon as he’s very forgiving and steady . 
This horse can be clipped in a head collar (no twitch required 
) and is excellent with children and pets . Falcon is a very 
affectionate horse who loves being brushed and fussed with 
. He’s good with vet and farrier and will make a fantastic 
addition to someis family . Clean vet report 3 weeks ago no 
vices and is good with farrier. £6,500 Tel: 079286 249 79 



SMART BYEH PROSPECT 

i6.ihh,5yrs,bay mare with level 
headed,trainable temperament, best of 
Irish sport horse breeding{Sunny Boy/Julio 
Mariner/Lux Z/Clover Hillj.snaffle mouth, 
loves Jumping sJ and xc,proving to be 
careful but brave. hascks out sensibly.ready 
to produce through the levels. overstocked 
so reasonably priced. phone for more info/ 
video/photos. 

£5,500. Tel: 07830117703 



RIDING CLUB/BE PROSPECT 

i5.3hh bay TB gelding 

Alfie is 7 year old gelding with very low mileage. He 
has competed unaffiliated dressage and showjumping 
proving to be well mannered in the arena. He has xc 
schooled and was confidant with ditches/water/drops 
etc. Alfie hasjust started lateral work at home and is 
confidentlyjumping gocm/im. Hunted in Ireland. Alfie 
is now looking for a confidant riserto fulfil his natural 
ability, he would go BE 90/100 with the right rider. Not a 
novice ride as can be quite forward going! 

Alfie is good to do in all ways and hacks out alone or in 
company. Videos can be sent on request! 

£4,500. Tel: 07949 286601 





17HH PERCHERON HEAVYWEIGHT 

9 year old pure bred Percheron mare. Weight 
carrying, currently ridden both by 65 male and 5' 
female. Sweet natured, not mareish. Good to shoe, 
clip and in traffic. Travels in a lorry. Has done fun 
rides, riding club camp and children's meets. Not a 
plod. Given her size, pops Just a small fence. Easy to 
do. Loving, gentle mare only for sale as lacks rider. 
Sold from livery, good trial facilities. 

£3,500 with tack and full wardrobe. 

Call Leanne: 07540 564847 (Glos) or 
leanne_brown13@hotmail.com 
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16h Sins & Over 


15h Sins - 16h 2ins 


15h Sins - 16h 2ins 


17 HH PERCHERON HEAVYWEIGHT 

9 year old pure bred Percheron mare. Weight 
carrying, currently ridden both by 65 male and 5' 
female. Sweet natured, not mareish. Good to shoe, 
clip and in traffic. Travels in a lorry. Has done fun 
rides, riding club camp and children's meets. Not a 
plod. Given her size, pops just a small fence. Easy to 
do. Loving, gentle mare only for sale as lacks rider. 
Sold from livery, good trial facilities. 

£3,500 with tack and full wardrobe. 

Call Leanne: 07540 564847 (Glos) or 
leanne_browm3@hotmail.con1 


SMART HUNTER 
FOR SALE 

Genuine smart looking i6.3hh 
grey Irish Sports Horse / hunter 
for sale. Has also team chased. 
Rising 8yrs. Will go first or last. 
Bold but Snaffle mouth. Absolute 
gent. Easy to do in all ways. Has 
hunted in Ireland and done 2 
seasons with the Belvoir. 

£7,500 

Enquiries 07788 922 920 (Leics) 


WANTED: 17.2 HUNTING 
SCHOOLMASTER 

Experienced hunter for 6'6" 
novice wishing to step up a level. 
Straightforward gelding who knows his 
job over hedges/timber/ditches. 
Must hack alone/in company in heavy 
traffic. Good to deal with on the ground. 
Travel in trailer/lorry. 8-i2years. 
Email: kp@stonesby.net 
Tel: 07730 413941 


DREAM DRESSAGE HORSE 

i7hh,i2yo. A 
real 

gentleman in 
everyway 3 
elegant paces 
very striking 
looks Prof 
schooled & 
working 

towards medium movements Evented to 
BE100, teamchased, DR scores up to 83.5% 
A real dream, great to clip, shoe, etc. 

£8,500 ONO Tel: 07783 567 460 
Email: dickon.reader@hotmail.com (P) 


STUNNING 10YO BAY MARE 

Competed at 
Advanced level 
Eventing. 
Looking for a 
competitive 
dressage 
home as has 
lovely paces. 
Established 
lateral work. 
£20,000 
T: 07531 375 *01 


Emaii: griffiths450@hotmaii.co.uk 


QUALITY DRESSAGE COLT 

2012 stallion with 
world famous blood- 
lines incl. Weltmeyer, 
World Cup I, Lord 
Gotthard, Cavalier, 
Landgraaf Bolero. 
Currently standing at 
15.2, to make 16/16.1. 
Three very expressive 
paces. Big, powerful 
balanced movement. 
^ Nice temp, easy to do, 
vice free. £3,000 Tei: 07901 202 722 
Emaii: t.hedgecock@hotmaii.co.uk (P) 


CLASSY BAY KWPN MARE 

Our lovely girl must be sold as rider 
has heavy work commitments AND 
yard is closing down! This is a rare 
opportunity to buy a super horse at 
^ reasonable price. Zillock has a 
* scopeyjump, 3 good, correct paces 
and is bold cross country. Schooling 
easily at 1.20 with established flat 
work. Currently wasted with us. 
Competent, competitive rider 
I sought. Reasonable offers 
I considered for the right person. 

P £7,000 Tei: 07906 077 101 (P) 
Emaii: marybaifour@outiook.com 


JRN / JUNIOR EVENTER 

Mellifluous Minx. i6hh, loyo brown mare, 30BE points. Won & 
placed Novice. Completed Blair 1*. Double clear at her first two 
Intermediates. Very careful SJ only had one pole all last season, 
brave & accurate XC & good dressage, qualified BD elementary 
regionals last year. Snaffle mouth & straightforward in all phases. 
Good to do. Home very important. 

£20,000. Tel: 07801 996 147 
Email: lindsayaspden@hotmail.com 


QUALITY 16.2HHSJ/XC 
SCHOOLMASTER 


SUPER SELECTION OF DRESSAGE 
FOALS AND YOUNGSTOCK 

Beautiful i2yo 
chestnut 

BSJA Grade 3 
lovely 

established 

lateral 

Snaffle 

safe 

100% to box 

shoe, catch, clip all traffic. First or last, 
no vices, open to vet. £5,000 T: 0789 4272 
384 E: patricia.iogie@yahoo.co.uk (P) 


Foals due from 
April by 

^^^^^^^R^^^fjohnson, Sandro 

San 

^H^^^^^^^^^^Amou r, Tolegro, 
Donnerhall & 

since birth. 

Yearlings &< 2year olds currently available. 

£3,500 negotiabie to competitive homes 
Tei: 07507 585 287 www.fasidestud.com 
Emaii: horses@faside-estate.com 



ATTRACTIVE GREY MARE, 
15 . 2 HH, 8 YRS old 

Family Owned since she was broken in Ireland 
where she hunted and did some showjumping. 
Brought on slowly, competed in BSPS WHP, un- 
aff show jumping, double clear in first British 
novice. XC schooled over BE course. Lilly hacks 
out alone or in company, fit and ready to go on 
in any discipline. Clean limbed, good 
conformation. Good in traffic, clip, shoe, box. No 
vices. Good trial facilities. 

£7,500 Tel: 07754 970 669 (Cumbria) 


BOLD SPORT 
HORSE MARE 

H^^B|B^L^^''6.ihh Dark Bay iiyo 
mare by More Pokey. 
Polly has been placed 
r at every event she 

^ has participated in. 

■JV ly. Excellent to hack on 

»her own or in 

. com pa ny goes fi rst 

_jH^HBHor last. Live-in or out. 
100% with the farrier, clip, load, catch and 
room. Only for sale as I now show jump 
^ don't event. £6,000 Tel: 07557 986 833 
Email: rogerwwilcox@aol.com 



SMART BYEH PROSPECT 

16.1 hh, 5yo bay 
mare with level 
headed, 

trainable temp- 
erament. best 
of Irish sport 
horse breeding 
{Sunny Boy / 
ulio Mariner / 
Lux Z/Clover 


LUX z/Liover 

Hillj/Snaffle mouth, loves jumping si 
proving to be careful but brave. Hacks 0 
sensibly. £5,500 Tei: 07830 117 703 
Emaii: faircioughd7@aol.com (P) 


out 



SERIOUS JUNIOR PROSPECT 

Beautiful dark bay mare, 8 yo, i6hh. 
Novice / Intermediate Eventer. 
Double Clear Osberton 6 year old 
Championships. Won two Novices 
2014. Numerous Double Clears. 
Successfully completed 
Intermediates at the end of 2014. 
Showjumping im30 tracks with 
ease. Would excel in any discipline. 
Lovely mare in every way. Owned 
since a 3yr old. Very sad sale. 

Serious enquiries only. 

£POA Tei: 07919 327 181 Emaii: 
gina@ginaruck-eventing.com 
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Horses For Sale: 15 hands 3 ins - 16 hands 2 ins 



Horse insurance 

For more information or to take out cover visit 



Sell Your Horse or Pony with the Countries leading Auctioneers 

The Malvern March Sport & Riding Horse Sale 

Wednesday 25"’ March 

The Three Counties Showground, Malvern, WR13 6NW 



Incorporating "The End-of-Season Sale of Hunters & Hunt Horses" 

Final Entries Friday 1 S'" March online at... 


01568 619777 

brightwells.com 



16.2HH HEAVYWEIGHT PIEBALD 
GELDING 

8yo, has hunted 
this season. He is 
a bold, brave 
hunter, will jump 
all that is asked 
of him, gates, 
hedges, ditches or 
dikes. Ideal 
huntsman's or 
whips horse. Out hunting he can be 
strong so not a novices horse. Good to 
box catch shoe & clip. £3)5001:07535775 
950 Email: robbobsykes@gmail.com (P) 






BOMBPROOF 16HH CONFIDENCE GIVER AND ALLROUNDER 

Toby 8yo well-bred Irish gentleman, a true 
confidence giver in every respect. Established 
allrounder for all riding club activities. Toby has 
the most kind and forgiving laid back nature, very 
calm and loving, loves fuss kisses and cuddles 
a real people person happy to stand politely all 
day to be groomed and loved. Toby is snaffle 
mouthed, he is very obedient to ride and is happy 
going up and down the gears. He is push button 
and level headed, very safe and relaxed, but 
never lazy or ploddy. Toby will work in an outline 
or is equally happy on a loose rein always in 
snaffle bridle. He has done local shows in all spheres from showing , low level dressage 
, jumping and xc. He is a genuine confidence giver, ideal as a ist horse or for a rider 
who has lost confidence. Quiet enough for a school as working livery etc. Would pop a 
BE 80/90/100 , bd or bs if desired. Toby has hunted regularly for the past 3 seasons. 

He is amazing to hack both alone and in company, all traffic and open spaces. Totally 
vice and blemish free! Genuine chap who is the type had to find 
£5,500 ono. Tel: 07872318245 / 01892730378 Kent 


USTINOV X CONCORDE 
X VOLTAIRE 

Surprise Stunning looking and super 
talented KWPN dark bay mare 2011, 
rising 4years 165cm now Scopey, 
careful & brave. Her mother jumped 
internationally. Just broken proving 
easy willing. Ready to be produced 
now completely clean, vice and 
blemish free. Videos and pictures 
available on request. £6,250 
T: 07930 183 189 (Canterbury, Kent) 
Email: sportshorse@rocketmail.com 


SJ/HUNT 

i6.ihh, 8yo mare. All D/G's BN &< 
Disco 2015. Now jumping New / 
Fox. Placed 2nd in her first Fox. 
Very genuine, &< straight, with 
Z, scope for i.3om's. Hunted with 
^the Atherstone, proving excellent. 
Will jump anything. Has also 
done XG, Dress successfully. Brill 
to hack in any traffic, alone or in 
CO. Very easy to do, to box, shoe, 
clip, catch, & has super 
conformation. Lovely kind, honest, 
tern p. Tel: 07886 708 016 (Leics) 


FABULOUS PROVEN ALL- 

ROUNDER 

i5.3hh,ioyo. 
Gompeted 
BE90/100, PG 
camps/teams, 
fun rides, 
eventing 
clinics. Hunted 
_ Heythrop last 3 

yrs, back or front, often accompanying 7/8 
yr old daughter. Snaffle always. Great little 
horse. Keen jumper. Easy to do in all ways. 
Sad sale. £8,500 Tel: 07710 327 872 
Email: arianecowley@gmail.com (P) 


STUNNING 16.1HH, 5YO KWPN 
MARE 

Vincenzo 
(Numero 
UnojxULFT 
Gemini is a 
very kind 
easy going 
horse, oozes 
potential to 

go all the way in any sphere. Gurrently 
jumping newcomers 110. With 3 balanced 
floaty paces &< all flying changes. Recent 
5* vetting. £8,000 Tel: 07901 202 722 
Email: dids.potter@hotmail.com (P) 



SERIOUSLY SMART DRESSAGE 
/SHOWJUMPER 

i6.ihh bay gelding i2yr, Han. 131 BD pts 
placed BD nationals 2014 (Ele) flashy 
uphill paces, established changes & 
lateral work. Bold careful show 
jumper. Jumps double clear 
newcomers forfun. Numerous wins 
combined training.Good to 
hack, clip, shoe, travel etc. Never sick or 
sorry, ideal mother / daughter share. 
Very sad sale.5 star home only. Videos 
available. £7,650 

Tel: 07921 293 168 or 07739 297 084 
Email: jo-mcghee@hotmail.co.uk (P) 


VERY SCOPEY YOUNG HORSE 

i6.ihh, 3yo 
KWPN mare by 
Larson 
(Lordanos). 
Scopey, careful 
and brave with 
plenty of blood. 
Will make a top 
show jumper or 
eve nter. Very 
trainable, lovely 
model of a horse. Vice free &< easy to do. 
She will have a big future! £4,250 T: 07500 
112 202 E: liamwiiriams19@hotmail.com 



BANJ 0 i 6 . 2 HH, 6 Y 0 


Ghestnut Gelderlander,4 white socks, 
rides well, nice mover, good in box 
shoe traffic. £3,000 
Call Bob on 07939 163 712 No texts please 
Email: johnhowe@hotmail.com 




3 YEAR OLD HOLSTEIN MARE 
BY LORDANOS 

Your chance to buy a super investment. 
This is a horse for a small price with a 
big future. Standing 159cm now, 3 years 
old (2012), fully pink papered, branded 
Holstein from the best pedigree. She is 
a very kind easy mare to deal with, likes 
people fuss. She has 3 elastic paces & 
a super careful scopey jump much 
resembling her sire. Sure to go on to be 
a top horse with the correct product- 
ion. Please genuine calls only. £4,150 
Tel: 07930 183 189 (Canterbury, Kent) 
Email: sportshorse@rocketmail.com 


IRISH SPORTS HORSE 
GELDING OUT OF GRANGE 

i6.ihh,7yo. Grange Bouncer 
gelding out of thoroughbred 
mare by Luso, green book, 16.1, 
fabulous paces, has hunted 
with Duhallow Hounds. Will 
excel in any discipline. 
£7,000 

Tel: 00353 877 857 329 

Email: liam@bmxpursuits.ie (P) 



MARE BY JAZZ 

Beautiful Reg 
KWPN broodmare 
by Jazz. Wolfgang 
bloodlines. i6.ihh 
Bay i4yo. Fabulous 
|Conformation 
Temp. Very exp- 
ressive, naturally 
'uphill paces, 
trainable attitude. Many wins as riding 
horse British Dressage 126 points. Easy 
to do in all respects, no vices, good traffic, 
box, shoe, cl i p. £2,250 T: 07762 384 809 / 
07840 461 898 E: gerrydotcom@aol.com 
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that performs Petplan 

petplanequine.co.uk or call 0800 980 7135 


KASMIRAGRZ 

Stunning i6hh 
rising 6yrs 
mare. Won BS. 
XC. Excellent 
hunting. 
Always 
sensible & 
snaffle mouth. 
Great to hack 
& with traffic. 
Scopey careful jump, will not stop, always 
helps you out. Same home since yearling. 
Only selling due to finances. 

£6|500 T: 07892 705 086 (West Mids) (P) 


TRUEMAN 

Approximately 14 
HH good looking, 
old fashioned 
Connemara cross 12 
years old. Has lots 
of presence, a sort 
hard to find. Real fun 
pony, carries adult or 
child and hacks in traffic and field. Sensible 
snaffle mouthed, works well in school and 
has a positive polite jump. A cheerful happy 
chap, a pleasure in all ways. £1,000 ono 
Tel 07759 454195 




14h Sins - 15h 2ins 



SHOW HUNTER/ WORKER 

15 hands, n years old, dark bay Irish gelding. 
Exceptionally good looking with a huge amount 
of presence and extravagant paces. Champion SH 
and WH at countless shows in Ireland including 
Dungarvan and Cork area IPS shows. Placed 3yrs 
consecutively at Dublin show. Very careful, neat 
jump would also do eventing or pure dressage. 
Scores 70%+. Easy to do. Would suit ambitious 
teenager. £5,750 

Email: nhaughney@googlemail.com 
Tei: 07703 321882 


STUNNING RIDING CLUB 

I ALLROUNDER 

i5.2hh,4yo. Super 
_ smart Mare Eor 
'Sale Been 
^ professionally 
^ broken and 
schooled. Will 
happily jump a 
course of gocms. 
Good in traffic, shoe, box, clip, catch 
Qualified for the prelim dressage champs 
first time out. Very well mannered, 
genuinemare. £4,750 T: 01584 881 103 E: 
katherine.edwards324@btinternet.com 




BRITISH WARMBLOOD 15.2HH, 
12YO 

Been there done it 
got the t-shirt type 
of horse. Ruby has 
had many high 
res winnings 
with 3 
paces. 

mps 1.20-1- for 
n. Has competed 
II year in pony 
club activities 
mp. Never silly. £3,300 T: 07503 193 025 
Emaii: niamh.dromgooie@aoi.co.uk (P) 



DRESSAGE / ALLROUNDER 

Dutch i5.2hh 6 year old bay gelding by 
Cornets Prinz. This is a very sad sale, as I 
have no time to spend with him due to work 
commitments. He is a very good mover, and 
is now ready to go on. 

£3f950 

Tel Hatty 07904 582703 (Bucks) 



QUALITY SKEWBALD 
LIGHTWEIGHT COB TYPE 

Skewbald mare, 
8yo, 155cm. 

Lovely 
lightweight 
coloured, this 
mare has a great 
attitude to life is 
a joy to own is 
only for sale as I 
or compete her 
myself Has great front, length of rein. 
100% in all ways. £5,000 ONOT: 07793 
014 974 E: keiandmarkoo@gmaii.com (P) 



COLOURED MARE 

-Jess is a i5hh, 5yo 
1 mare who still 
I green but walks, 
Itrots canters in 
|the school &< has 
jumped over a 
|small coloured 
jfence. A great blank 
■ canvas. Good to 
I hack &< proving safe 
I in traffic. Lovely 
I personality. £1,400 
I ONOT: 07720 069 
992 E: butien86@virginmedia.com (P) 


15HH CONNEMARA’S PC/BS/BE 
SCHOOLMASTERS 

Fully registered geldings 
both 8yrs and complete 
gentlemen in 
every respect. 

Both ponies are very 
experienced in all aspects 
of equestrian sport, 
good fun confidence 
giving genuine 
allrounders, established 
points showjumping 
and eventing, happily 
competing im-imo5cm 
and will downgrade 
around a smallertrack 
SJ or XC with a novicey 
or nervous rider. Done all pony club and riding 
club activities with much success. Well-schooled, 
snaffle mouth, easy and uncomplicated to ride 
combined with impeccable stables manners. 
Safe and reliable to hunt, hack, 100% shoe, box, 
catch, clip. 

No blemishes or vices. 

Roan £4,250. Dun £5,500. 

Telephone: 07872 518245/ 01892750378 Kent 





148 POTENTIAL 
SHOWJUMPING 
SUPERSTAR 

Quality mare i2yr5. 
Always in ribbons. Qual 
Arena UK, Hartpury, 
Cricklands, Trailblazers SJ 2015. Clear JrBN 
& Disc on ticket. Make top class SJ/Event 
pony.Bold & honest to fence.Scope for top 
BS classes. 3 good paces. Fit ready to go. 
£2,750. Telephone: 07970 971357 


14h 2ins & under 


14h 2ins & under 


GENTLEMAN GEORGE 

Approximately 16 
2 HH, Smart Irish 
gelding 11 years 
old. Has hunted 6 
seasons, snaffle 
mouthed, works well 
on flat with a polite 
capable positive jump. Fantastic hack, field/ 
traffic. A horse with lots of presence and 
easy kind nature. Ideal riding dub type. 
£2,000 ono 

Telephone: 07759 454195 




A SUPER / PONY CLUB PONY 

i3hh registered welsh gelding 5yrs old. He has 
hunted all season and proved himself to be safe and 
steady at all times. He takes everything in his stride 
with no fuss or fizz. Coes to all pony dub rallies and 
jumps a small course of coloured fences. Hacks out 
alone / company and is safe in large open spaces. 
Always ridden in a snaffle. 100% catch, box, farrier, 
stable, clip and traffic. No laminitis or sweet itch. He 
is a happy little pony, mature and sensible for his 
age. We can help with transport. 

£1,500 

Tel: 01873 890298 (Mons) 
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Horses For Sale: 14 hands 2 ins & under 



25 years of 

For more information or to take out cover visit 



A VERY SAD SALE 

io.2hh skewbald mare, 15 years old. 
She is the kindest sweetest pony ever. 
100% child friendly to catch, lead, 
groom, tie up and have fun on. She 
rides equally well on / offloading rein. 
Has been there and done it all. PC 
local shows etc. we bought her last 
summerfor my granddaughter and 
has now sadly proved to be in foal. We 
are just not set up to breed and must 
sadly let her go, but only to a very kind 
home. We can help with transport. 
£650 Tel: 01873 890 298 (Mens) 


CLASS 1, 14.2HH CONNEMARA 
MARE 

Fully reg 

Connemara mare 
stamped class 1 by 
Tabragh. She is 
rose grey, 6yo. 
Tabby loves 
Jumping, has done 
wh, inter hunt, xc 
& 5 J(u naff). Good 
to load, travel, bath, plait etc. Will make an exc 
hunter/jumper for a very lucky child/adult. Has 
had some time off over winter. But is ready to be 
brought into work for the coming xc and 
Jumping season can be seen ridden. £3,000 T: 
07515948862 E: richthomas89@live.co.uk 




SUPERB PONY 

i4.2hh, 5yo, 
skewbald gelding, 
Andalusian (pre) X 
Lusitano. 
Stunning, well 
schooled, lovely 
paces, super Jump. 
Very clever and 
genuine. Good to 
hack, very well mannered, would suit 
child/small adult to compete. Highly 
recommended. Paula Potter. 

£3,200 ONO Tei: 07932 545 033 
Emaii: castiehiiirs@btinternet.com (P) 


HONEST SUPER ALLROUNDER 
13.1HH 
MARE 

Topsy, rising 11 
yrs, in the 
nearly 3 yrs we 
have had her 
she has done 
showing 
(ridden & in 
hand) 100% to 
hack out, beach &< pleasure, PC camp, 
dressage tests, very responsive to your leg, 
kind & honest, a pleasure to own. £1,750!: 
07766 733 506 E: gazeii@btinternet.com 



SUPER 14HH NEW FOREST PONY 

loyo Strawberry roan 
gelding, hunted all 
season with the 
Zetland, lots of scope, 
will cross any country, 
exceptional manners. 
He has showjumped, 
dressage & excXC, 
lives out all year 
round, will ride & lead 
another pony or horse 
from, comes with Masters reference, along with 
references from many subscribers a very genuine 
pony, type hard to find, price incl.exe tack & 2 
new Zealand's. £5,000 Tei: 07710 193 422 
Emaii: victoriapbc@btconnect.com (P) 



CHILDS BEST FRIEND 

Patch, 
9.2hh 
Shetland 

X 

Dartmoor 
mare, age 
yyrs, quiet 
to ride 
happy to 

be dragged around or groomed for hours. 
Not pusny, sweet temp great with kids, 
dogs, traffic etc. Short video available. 

£675 Tei: 07956 025 712 
E: gemma.davies1983@googiemaii.com 




LOVELY CHILDS PONY 

Mi sty- 
12. 2hh, 5yr 
mare, quiet 
to ride & 
handle for 
the past 2 
years. She 
has been 
hacked out 
by children 
on roads & open fields, always proving 
safe & sensible, sweet temp, ready to go 
on, video available. £695 T: 07956 025 712 
E: gemma.davies1983@googiemaii.com 



PROPER PERFECT HUNTING 
PONY 

Sadly outgrown 
hh pony. Perfect 
in every way, excels 
ut hunting, always 
sensible, never fizzy. 
Will Jump anything 
including the 
biggest ditches 
J without any fuss. 

He has given my 
son the confidence 
to go onto a horse. £POAT: 07824 807 416 
E: iisa.habkitchens@btconnect.com (P) 


Youngstock 


2 YEAR OLD OLDENBURG FILLY 

i6.ihh. By 
Chaccomo 
Agostini X Audis 
Magic. Fantastic to 
do in all ways. Her 
dam showjumped 
upto 1.50m but 
has now retired, 
her sire started 

competing last 

year ik is currently competing at 1.40m. 
Price does not reflect her quality. 

£2,200 Tei: 079 86524936 
Emaii: darren.hardy30@yahoo.co.uk (P) 



Horses For Sale 


Qualit 

Horse 

Sale 



Paft EKchanges Considered 
07^49410330 



LOVELY, SWEET MATURED 
138CM IRISH 
COLOURED MARE 

8 yrs old. This mare offers the 
next Jockey future progressive 
scope to ca rry on J u m ping 
British Novice, Discovery 
and 138 cm classes on the 
B 5 JA circuit. BSJA minimum 
winnings £161 and is consistently placed. If 
Showjumping is not on the priority she would 
do PC, hunting and XC at a good level. Ideal for 
child coming off 128cm orto add to a team of 
a I ready Jumping ponies. £4500 o.n.o. Please no 
novices or beginners.Tel: 0798 2667571 North Yorkshire 


16.2 WB X TB 11 YRS CHESTNUT 
GELDING BY LUIDAM ELITE 

ready to go on and compete 
a high level of Showjumping 
or eventing. This very flashy 
horse has extravagant paces 
to do also dressage. BSJA 
winnings £50 so would suit 
someone coming off ponies 
wantingto startjumping 
horses on the BSJA circuit 
or adult stepping upthe standard. Good to do in 
all ways, lovely temperament currentlyjumped 
byi4yr girl. Please no novices or time wasters.. 
£5000 o.n.o 

Tel: 07967 891365 North Yorkshire 




Horses Wanted 


WANTED: 17.2 HUNTING SCHOOLMASTER 

Experienced hunter for 6 ' 6 ” novice wishing to step up a 
level. Straightforward gelding who knows his job over 
hedges/timber/ditches. 

Must hack alone/in company & in heavy traffic. Good to deal 
with on the ground. Travel in trailer/lorry. 8 -i 2 years. 

Email: kp@stonesby.net Tel: 07730 413941 



Please mention 



when replying to advertisements 


WANTED HORSES AND PONIES. There are still 
good homes available, project not objected to, 
must be sensibly priced. 07878673624 
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Horses For Sale 



for horses insiared before 
their 20 th birthday 


Terms and Conditions apply 


Petplan 


© 


petplanequine.co.uk or call 0800 980 7135 


14h Sins - 15h 2ins 


I 


Dogs 


15.2HH,4Y0 WELSH 
PONY /COB SOCIETY 
REGISTERED MARE 

Broken in the summer, very kind 
temperament and ride but still 
green- make a great hunter. 

£2,000 

For Details: Tel: 01297 678 652 / 
07769 8072 20 
(Southwest) 


PINTABIAN MARE 2012 BY 
DAKOTA INK SPOT 

Beautiful Skewbald 
Pintabian Arab 
born May 2012. 
Proven reg 99.70% 
Arab. Sire = Dakota 
Ink Spots ( Painted 
Pharoah/Prairie 
Breeze &< Dam = 
Sarnia Bint Sir. 
Stands about 
i4.3hh to make i5.2hh. Ideal breeding, 
showing or riding. £2,750 OVNOT: 07818 
818 181 E: bev.crystalclean@gmail.com (P) 




LURCHER DESPERATELY 
NEEDING A HOME 

19 month old male lurcher recently left 
bereft. His owner died very suddenly 
after a short illness. 24 inches, honey 
coloured with a dark muzzle, dark ears 
and a dark top to his tail. Sensitive, 
gentle, playful and adoring. A really 
lovely dog who has lived with other 
dogs and a cat. Free to a good home 
Sadly I cannot keep him. 

Tel: 07917 006 199 

Email: belinda.pbi@btopenworld.com 


Horses For Sale 



Horses Wanted 


> 5* homes await • Best Prices Paid • • 5* homes await • Best Prices Paid • • 5* homes await • ro 

• u 

i Horses and Ponies Wanted =■ 

0) (0 

.y TJ 

£ Credit crunch, feeling the pinch. Immediate cash settlement. 2. 

w 5^ homes await your pony or horse. Sale livery available. i 

“ We buy anything equestrian - trailers, lorries, tack and rugs. 

TO WE buy anything equestrian. o 

TO TO 

(0 “ 

I Telephone: 07928 624979 Hertfordshire | 

2 , Email: webuyanyhorses@yahoo.co.uk s 

* • 
f • pjBd saoud )S 3 g • ije/we sauioq „g • • pjCd saoud tsag • ijeywe sauioii ,9 • • pjed saoud )sag 


Horse Sale Specialists 


APPALOOSA STALLION 

Rivaz oracle 4times national champion 
iggo igg4 his sire is Klauf lytimes national 
champion his Dam Petrukas. The foundation 
appaloosa mare atthe famous Rivaz stud. Rivaz 
oracle won 45 winning rosettes in riding horse, 
working hunter, performance, showjumping 
and dressage. 280 frozen semen straws that 
I am offering for sale. His semen has never 
been used so please ignore any internet scams 
thanks. 

Rivaz Oracle simply the best. 

Please contact Michel Watts M.F.H 
01269842346 


WANT TO SELL 
YOUR HORSE? 

Small, friendly, experienced 
yard looking for all types 
of horses to buy now. 
Immediate decision made, 
cash on collection. Sales 
livery available. 

Tel; 07702 675483 


WANTED HORSES AND PONIES. There are still 
good homes available, project not objected to, 
must be sensibly priced. 07878673624 



FTCH FATHER, GAMEKEEPER 
BRED ENGLISH SPRINGER 
SPANIEL PUPPIES 

Gamekeeper bred KC 
Reg 4 ESS pups, 3 liver 
& white & 4 1 Tri colour. 
Father FTCH Cowarne 
court gaffer of 
Edgegrove Mother 
Rose of Arden. Ready 
April 1st, they are just 
starting to open their 
eyes. AH docked, 
declawed, wormed & soon to be microchipped. 
Pm for more info. Thanks. £400 T: 07855 052 
802 E: keeblealexiii@hotmail.com (P) 



Horses For Loan 




FOR LOAN -THE MOST 
FUN PONY EVER! 



i4hh Gelding looking for exp teen/small 
adult to have lots fun! Fast, keen, v exp, 
straight-forward ride. Exc hack alone, 
company, traffic. Stands for hours being 
groomed and fussed - exc kids and dogs, 
100% everything! Jumped BSi.zom 
tracks - now looking for quieter life - 
75/8o/85cm schoolmaster/RC/PC etc. 
Age 20 - still very keen jump! Rider 13+ 
pls. Please send info. Tel: 07940 886 614 
Email: ericacjones@tiscali.co.uk 


Youngstock 


LOAN WANTED FOR A MOTHER 
AND DAUGHTER TO SHARE 

Both lightweight mare or gelding 15. 2hh to i6hh 
preferably lightweight type. I am an experienced 
rider having in the past competed in B.Eventing 
but now I am looking to hack out and about over 
the go acre Surrey countryside that the livery 
yard has where the lucky horse would be kept. 
My daughter is 15 and is looking to further her 
experience and would want be schooling, basic 
dressage, low level jumping both coloured and 
rustic and would occasionally like to go to local 
shows and huntertrials, and would pamper and 
fuss the potential horse. We can offer a loving 
experienced 5* home to the right horse. 

Tel: 07977 130 927 

Email: lstewartmuir@saycomms.co.uk 


STUNNING ALL ROUNDER / 
RIDING 
CLUB 

16.2hh.Very 
sad sale IDSH 
by 

Barracaberry 
Orbit rising 4. 
Backed 

summer 2014 hacks alone / company, 
good in all traffic good load, clip, travel, 
farrier etc videos & references avail. Sold 
from field as turned away hence price. No 
novices. £3,750 OVNO T: 07889 827 847 
E: rachaeTedgington@btinternet.com (P) 
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Auctions 
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Auctions ■ Horseboxes & Vehicles 


Brightwells 

Forthcoming Auctions 


Leominster 
Horse & Pony Sale 

Friday 20*'’ March 

Malvern Performance 
Horse & Pony Sale 

Wednesday 25*'’ March 



RENAULT 6.5T, REAR FACING, 
BIG 

PAYLOAD 

12 mths 
MOT. 
Serviced 
Dec 14. 
Economical. 
Well 


maintained. 1.75T payload. Total length 
24ft. TV/DVD, leisure battery invertor, new 
Thetford unused toilet, pullout bed, 
sink/tap, sockets. Horse area gft 6" long 
xyft 6 high £14,995 Tel: 07775 581632 
Email: hdolby@amgen.com (P) 


Visit brightwells.com for: 

• Sale entry closing dates 

• Online entry 

• Sale start times 

• Catalogue purchase 



01568 619777 

brightwells.com 


Horseboxes & Vehicles 


IVECO 02 7.5T HORSEBOX 



Beautifully 
appointed 
custom-built 
7.5T Iveco 
horse box with 
full living, 
including 
shower, cooker, 
microwave, 
fridge etc. Very 
quiet generator. Just had a full service, 
taxed to May 15 plating booked for 
15/03/15. 74,000km on the clock. £27,000 
T: 07733 226 451 E: paul.victon8@me.com 



STrdiler 

Insurance 


Can include breakdown cover 



PRIORY STUD HORSEBOXES 

Whittaker 3 horse IVECO Ford 
75E15. 88k from new, 
all usual Whittaker 
refinements. Shower, toilet, 
TV, blown air etc. 

£27,000 

Tel: 01621 815446 



1 


TREKJ 


TREGAEO 


SAVE 

££££s 


“DEMO” 

DEALS AVAILABLE 
INCLUDING 

ENDEAVOUR, VICTORY, 
SUPER SONIC, & SONIC 
EXCEL 


Equi-Trek Tregaron provide a full 
range of Main Dealer facilities, 
from showrooms in MALVERN and 
TREGARON: 

* UK’s Largest Stock 
^Part Exchange & Nationwide 
Delivery 


Beat the Waiting List 
Don’t Miss Out— Grab a Bargain 
Today! 


^ 0845 834 0112 


WWW. Eq u i -Trek-Tregaron .CO. u k 


WhS 


'For all your horsebox needs" 


• Horsebox Parts & Accessories 

• Horsebox Repairs (Non Meehan IcilJ 

• New Build Horseboxes 

• Horsebox Valeting 


Phone: 01825 749479 (E .Sussex) 
Mobile: 07595 5505H5 
Email: info@whb.org.uk 
Website: www.whb.uk.com 
Shop for parts securely online 
at: www.whb.org.uk 




3 AXLE RIGID BODY SILVER 2002 
MERCEDES ACTROS HORSE BOX 23000 KG 

with 1 year MOT for sale in the Ruislip Area, 
contact 9.30am to 6pm 01784 464 000, anytime 
contact number 07930578704. Offers in the 
region of £15,000.00 (ono). Sold As Seen. 48,900 
miles on the clock. Equipped with:- navigation 
system. Securing points for Ro Ro Vessels. LCD 
Digital Color Monitor to view deck. Deck Size 
23.3m2 Bed available. 

Tel: 01784 464 000, anytime contact number 

07930578704 


EQUI 


iTREK 


SELF DRIVE HIRE 


Concept House - Huddersfield Rd, Meltham, 
Hoimfirth, West Yorkshire, HD9 4AN 

Daily Rate* 

Weekend Rate* 

Weekly Rate* 

Show-lTeka 

Trailer with overnight living accommodation 

£55.00 

£85.00 

£195.00 

Sonic 3.5t 

Driveable on a standard car licence 

£100.00 

£200.00 

£400.00 

Endeavour 7.5t 

Up to 3 horses/4 ponies & full overnight living 

N/A 

£800.00 

‘Plus VAT & Insurance 


T: (01484) 852 121 W: www.equi-trek.com E: info@equi-trek.com 
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Horseboxes & Vehicles 


www.soli1airehorseboxe$.co.uk 


OF LEIRE LIMITED 


58 REG LEYLAND DAE 
55.220 WITH AIR 
SUSPENSION 

Luxury living area with full length 
wardrobe, drawers, large fridge with 
freezer box, blown air central heating. 

Full ITALIAN leather sofas and cab 
seats, smoked glass topped sink and 
hob, oven with grill, loads of storage 
cupboards, blinds to living windows. 

Fully fitted shower room with electric 
flush toilet, tip up basin and vanity unit. 

Spacious horse area stalled for 
five fitted with padded telescopic 
partitions, rug rack, rubber matting 
to the floor, 2 roof vents, windows, 
lights through out, ramp light, rubber 
lined ramp. 

Large outside tack locker. 2 sundry 
lockers, skirt locker with hot and cold 
horse hose, 2 further lockers, gas locker, 
access to lorry batteries and diesel. 

Vehicle complete with two awnings, SOLAR CHARGING SYSTEM, 240v hook up and 
CCTV to monitor horses and reversing. 

Euro 5 Engine, Brand New Body, Warranty - Ready to go. 

£75,000 inc VAT 

See website For Sale page for more details 

www.solitairehorseboxes.co.uk 


Oakley 

SINCE 1947 

THE WORLD'S MOST SOUGHT AFTER HORSEBOXES 



Oakley's unique history spanning over 65 years allows them to deliver the highest quality bespoke horseboxes 
to the world's horse owners & transporters. It's Oakley's years of experience using only the finest luxury & 
lightweight materials, their willingness to adapt to an ever changing economic market and their full focus on 
you, the customer, that maintains their products as; 

'The world's most sought after horseboxes' 


For our full range of products & services, ever changing new & pre-owned horse box 
stock and sales & service centres please contact a member of our sales & service team: 

-f 44 (0)1920 466 781 www.oakleyhorseboxes.co.uk info@oakleyhorseboxes.co.uk 

Oakley Coachbuilders, High Cross, Ware, Hertfordshire SG11 1AD 






PRIORY STUD HORSEBOXES 

Highbarn Harrier 2 horse plus 
tack area. Fitted living, fridge, 
hob, sink, cupboard, seating, 
bed over luton, skirt lockers, 
good condition. 

£9,500 

Tel: 01621 815446 


IFOR WILLIAMS 
TRAILERS 

MAIN distributor for Cheshire, 
Derbyshire and surrounding 
areas. 

HFB Trailers Leek Ltd (Staff). 

Tel; 01558 306212 
www.hfbtrailers.com 
Sales@Kf bt ra i lers. com 


MERCEDES ATEGO 7.5 TON 2 HORSES/ 
3 PONIES 

T reg, side loading, MOT 
and tax until May 2015. 
Takes 2 large horses or 
3 small ponies (with 
extra partition). Day 
living, gas hob and sink, 
sleeps 2, crawl through. 
Huge externally accessed reartack locker and extra 
storage space behind horses. Floor in horse area 
and on ramp recently replaced, also new springs 
on ramp and new water pump and exhaust. In 
excellent working order and ready to go. Very easy 
to drive. £7,950 Tel: 07884261326 
john@aireworthvets.co.uk 



EXTRA HIGH RICE 

BEAUFQBT 

7 foot i 
to ca 



Front 

ancrfear unload. 
Factory fitted rubber matting. 
Swivel partition. Key hitch lock. 
Many extras. £1,650. Tel: 07749 
594896 


7 .ST HORSE BOX FOR SALE 

y.Stmerc. Cd & radio. 
Electric mirrors, 
immobiliser. Aluminium 
frame with all mod cons, 
sleeps 3/4. Toilet, shower, 
tv, fridge, sink, hon etc. 
lighting throughout living and horse area. Lots 
of storage inside & out. Awning, tack locker & 
separate locker with shelving ideal for feed rugs 
etc. easy manual carpeted ramp with metal ridges 
to prevent slipping, rubber flooring & X3 padded 
partitions. 80,000 miles regularly maintained, 6 
months MOT & tax, very reliable & only for sale as 
I'm downsizing. £19,500. Tel: 07702 433277 









-’rf- 

LEHEU 


by Alexanders 



Now comes with a 2 year warranty 


Alexander House 
Barr Lane Boroughbridge 
North Yorkshire Y051 9LS 
01423 325800 
www.lehelhorseboxes.co.uk 


LSI 
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Horseboxes & Vehicles 
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Horseboxes & Vehicles Wanted 


HORSEBOXES 

WANTED 

Top prices paid for nice 
lorries. 

Any age or condition. 
Take the stress out of selling 
your lorry. 

Always a good selection of 
horseboxes in stock. 
Open 6 days a week. 

Lowe’s Horseboxes: 
Mobile: 07971 179246 
Mobile: 07747 403429 
Home: 01277 352678 


OAKLEY, WHITTAKER, PRB, 
LEHEL, EOUICRUISER AND 
OTHER QUALITY HORSE 
BOXES ALWAYS WANTED. 

P reg onwards, non HGV. Clients waiting. 
Take the hassle out of sellingyour box. 

Big selection of boxes also for sale. 

Tel Luke Skidmore 
01562 730647 or 07828 287515 Worcs 

www.centralenglandhorseboxes.co.uk 


GOOD CONDITION 
HORSEBOXES 
WANTED 

We pay top money. 

Contact Details: 

Mob: 07968 184072 
Landline: 01332 874565 
Email: b0nfields2000@h0tmail.c0.uk 

Please send pictures to email 
address, call, or message. 

HORSEBOXES 

WANTED 

Any condition good or bad. 
Runners or non runners. Will 
collect. 

3.5 tonne horseboxes also required. 
Also TK and TL Bedfords and 814 
Mercedes wanted. 

Tel: 07968 184072 / 01332 874565 
Send photo: 

b0nfields2000@h0tmail.c0.uk 

WANTED: ANY BEDFORD TK/TJ/TL/M. Must be 6 
cylinder 330 diesel or turbo for spares. Also, 
Leyland 698 and Perkins & Mercedes engine 
vehicles. Tel 01438 354174 (anytime). 

HORSEBOX BODIES FOR SALE. Large selection 
from £250 -£iooo. Also most types of vehicle 
spares including wheels and tyres. Tel: 01438 

354174 



ISH equestrian 

insurance 


Committed to you 


Affordable 

Cover 

Priceless 

Service 



Making life even 
easier... 

The KBIS Claim App, 
submit a ciaim straight 
from your mobile. 

Download it now at 

kbis.co.uk/claimapp 



Breakdown Worries? 

Driving a horsebox or a car and • 
trailer with your precious horses 
on board can be a worrying 
experience. A breakdown on a 
lonely road or getting a puncture 
on a motorway is not the nicest of 
experiences - especially if you 
have no-one to turn to. 

OHTO have been dealing with 
these problems throughout the 
UK and Europe since 1986. With 
almost 100,000 rescues to our 
credit we know exactly how to 
keep you safe and worry free. 


OHTO Members Enjoy 

NEW PRP Breakdown App 
PRP Rescue Incident Handlers 
The Best Roadside Mechanics 
The Largest UK Tyre Network 
Professional Horse Transport On Cali 
No Need To Cany Money 

So if you want to 
be in the safest^ 
most experienced 
equestrian hands 
there are - join 
OHTO now. 



Car & Trailer from £45.00 Horsebox from £125.00 


The Organisation of Horsebox & Trailer Owiiei s 
t: 01488 657651 e: info@hor5ebox-rescue.co.uk w: www.ohto.co.uk 
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SHEARWATER \ 

%%% 


Insurance that beats 
the competition 



HORSE AND PONY 

Pleasure and Competition horses 
Choice of vets fees and excesses 


HORSEBOX AND TRAILER 

Lowest Premiums Breakdown Cover 

EQUESTRIAN LIABILITY 

Livery Yards Riding Schools 
Instructors Businesses 

EQUESTRIAN PROPERTY 

Stables and Buildings Tack and Equipment 



01992 707318 

shearwater^ in surartce.co.u k 



JULIE ANDREWS 

HORSE INSURANCE SERVICES 

• HORSE INSURANCE 
• TRAILER INSURANCE 
• RIDING SCHOOL / LIVERY / TRAINING YARD 
• INSTRUCTORS INSURANCE 
• HORSEBOX INSURANCE 


Tel: 01566 774161 / 779796 Fax: 01566 774161 / 779796 
www.HorseInsuranceServices.co.uk Email: julie@horseinsuranceservices.co.uk 



Insurance 






Love your 
Insurance 
with help 
from SEIB. 


Give us a call for anything Equestrian 
and you too could love your quote. 

We will make it easy for you to pick the right policy and then 
go on cover. If you need to claim we will be there to help. 

Whether you want to find out how to save money on premiums 
or are struggling to get the cover you need - Call SEIB 


Horse and Pony Insurance 

Up to £5,000 vets fee cover with choice of excess 

Love our 24 hour emergency helpline - 
where else can you get this peace of mind? 

Older horses accommodated 


Horsebox and Trailer 

Discounts available 

You will love our breakdown cover if you need 
to get your horses home from the roadside. 


Equestrian Home or Business 
Including Riding Schools, Livery 
Yards, Liability and More... 


You will love our free risk assessment pack 
that comes with business insurance. 


0845 450 0631 

www.seib.co.uk 


* Terms & Conditions apply. South Essex House, North Road, South 
Ockendon Essex RM15 5BE. South Essex Insurance Brokers Ltd 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 




SEiB 

INiUSANCE OFWKEaS 
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Equicover Limited is authorised and reguiated by the Financiai Conduct Authority. Financiai services number 615257. 


We speak 
your language 


Our friendly, helpful team can empathise with all your 
horse issues as during a lifetime of horse ownership 
there’s not much we haven’t been through ourselves. 
You’ll notice the difference from your very first call. 


Ensure you’re Equicovered 

Call 0845 459 8990 for horse, trailer, 
horsebox and breakdown insurance. 

www.equicover.co.uk 


f EQUICOVER 

HORSE INSURANCE 



Four levels of cover starting from£3.70 
per lunar month* 

Up to £5,750 in Vet's Fees per incident'*' 

Up to £1.25 million in Public Liability"^ 

Up to £12,500 in Personal Accident cover'*' 


For more information or to take out cover, 
visit www.eandl.org.uk/hh215 
or call 08449 808 961 


Entertainment & Leisure Insurance services is an appointed 
representative of The Equine and Livestock Insurance Company Limited 
(registered in England and Wales no: 294940) Thorpe Underwood Hall, 
Ouseburn, York, Y026 9SS. ♦When insuring more than one horse. *A j 
lunar month runs for and premiums are collected on equal periods of 
28 days; automatically renews every 28 days. Premium stated includes 
introductory discount. +ArriQunt based on maxiniuni policy benefits. ! 



Competitive Rates. 


pecialists in Horse, 
ailer and Pet Insurance. 


Save £’s with our 
Monthly Payment Scheme. 


www.stoneways.uk.com 01483 426966 insurance@stoneways.uk.com 

for online-only discount and instant cover 


^ H 

a 


Stables & Outbuildings 

CHAPELSTONE - RUN BY HORSE PEOPLE FOR HORSE PEOPLE 



Chapdstone 


Chapelstone 


Stable yards 
Mobile shelters 
American barns 
Internal stables 


Arenas 


Built from the finest 
materials & construction 
methods, complete with 
5 year warranty 


Chafehtqne Stables 


Quality buildings made to l^t, custom built to suit your requirements and budget 
Full Design, Planning, Groundworks and Installation 
A FULL PROJECT SERVICE, FROM START TO FINISH 
EQUESTRIAN CONSTRUCTION 


Tel: 01206869860 www.chapelstone.co.uk 
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Stables & Outbuildings 



Quality Stables, field shelters & barns 


Delivered and installed across the UK and Europe by our experienced staff. 
Call today for a free brochure, -ft www.chartstables.co.uk V* 0800 085 2937 



CHA^ 





Innovators and manufacturers 
of quality equestrian products 

Call for a brochure 

02476 316 938 
07973 845 456 

hancoxequestrian@aol.com 
www.hdncoxequestridn.co.uk 

Internal Stabling • Exterior Doors • Windows • Stocks • Paddock and Lunge Pens • Loose Boxes • Mobile Field Shelters and Stables • Stable Accessories 




TRUSTED BY PROFESSIONALS, 

ENDORSED FOR GENEFIATIONS. 


Established in 1920, Scotts of Thrapston 
is a leading supplier of bespoke timber 
stables, American barns and equestrian 
buildings, for private or professional use. 




IFlI 


IjpTfrvJ 






















To find out more, please call Scotts on 01832 732366 or 
e-mail equestriafi@scottsofthrap&ton.co.uk 


STABLE YARDS I AMERICAN BARNS I GARAGES 1 STABLE DOORS & WINDOWS 

WWW. scottsofth rapston .co.iik 
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Stables & Outbuildings 


www.horseandhound.co.uk/businessfinder 



>\ppalntni«ni ta Hfr Thf Quttn 

SupftU MAnurMTtHn 
Hunc 

ckm Kihtht K»iTivT> l.td 
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Turn out & lunge pens 
in various sizes 


Full range of horse 
exerdsers avajjfi^le 


Tel: +44(0)1926 811526 Fax: +44(0)1926 811522 
Web: wwwxlaydonxom Email: info@claydonxom 



CLAYDON 


THE 

PROFESSIONALS 

CHOICE 



O COZEE HOMES 

Equestrian Buildings Limited 

MANUFACTURERS OF QUALITY TIMBER BUILDINGS AND STABLES 

Mobile field shelters Garages 

Mobile stables Workshops 

Tack rooms Offices 

Kennel and runs Animal houses 

Call for a free brochure and price list 

Telephone/Fax: 01424 215222 

www.cozeehomes.co.uk 



premier shelters 


STEEL FRAMED MOBILE STABLES / SHELTERS / LOCK UPS 



QUALITY STEEL FRAME WITH WOODEN 
INTERIOR. BESPOKE SERVICE. 


IF YOU WANT ONE, BUY ONE TO LAST 

NO MAINTENANCE. BUILT TO LAST 

CONTACTS: S.SHERWOOD - 07836 215639 
EMAIL: simon@sandlsherwood.co.uk 
WEB: www.premiershelters.co.uk 



HORSEWALKERS 


STABLES AND BARNS 


OVAL WALKERS 


THE WORLD'S BIGGEST HORSEWALKER BRAND 


'^WIV.MOLENKONING.CO.U'^ 


MOLENKONING UK 
ASHLEY@MOLENKONING.CO.UK 
+44 (0) 7979.642.317 
+44 (0) 1379.853.800 



HALF & CLOSED ROOFS 





SKYWALKERS 
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Stables & Outbuildings 


TIMBER-SERVICES LTD 



Sale..Sale..Sale! 

Timber Stables & Field Shelters 
Longlife, 100% Tanalised Throughout, 
Steel Roofing, 3x2 Framework, 
Stainless Steel Cladding Nails 

12x24ft Double Stables only.... £1695 +VAT @10% 
12x30ft Double Stables & Tackroom only 

£2095 +VAT @10% 

Until the End of March 

Tel 01656 725794 

Email: sales@timber-services.com 
Visit www.timber-stables.uk 



The Stable Company* 



We are specialists in the design, manufacture and 


installation of tailor made, timber frame buildings. 


Whether your need is for a stable complex, barn, garden 


office, garage, or bespoke outbuilding, we have the solution. 


call 01904 430 630 visit www.thestablecompany.com 



Quality stables. 

- 

mobile stables 

m 

bulHJin^ 

and mobile 

m ■ 

field shelters 

ursing the laiesi 

EechnoiDgy make 
pridng and ordenriiS 
straighiTftifwarcl isnd 

Er-Outi^ 

FREE 

DELIVERY 

io irrHHT areas 

Colt Stables 

wiifiimrH- 

UK 




If you’re looking for a friendly and reliable company for surfacing, then why not contact 
us here at Langley Surfacing today. Show us a better quote and we will beat it! 



We are an established, family run firm who have a fantastic reputation for providing high quality 
surfacing services of all types, nationwide. With over four decades of experience you can rest 
assured that the quality of service we provide is always guaranteed. As a family run business, 


our emphasis is on customer service and we always strive for complete client satisfaction. 


We have many customers both domestic and commercial and carry out a variety of services 
including: Surface Dressing • Block Paving • Gravelling • Tar Spraying • Chipping 
Red Or Black Tarmacadam • Slabbing 


T: 0800 535 3334 

M: 07836 361 344 

E: joesmith45@icloud.com 

www.langleysurfacing.co.uk 
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mHaHow 




STABLES & SHELTERS 


By tailoring every project to the exact requirements of each customer 
We can offer a service that is truly second to none. 


Long Whatton, Loughborough, Leicestershire. 


Tele: 01^9 mm Fai: mm B43577 
stat)linQ«i harlowhrosxD.uk www.harlowhros.co.uk 



FREE DELIVERY & ASSEMBLEY TO MOST AREAS ON LOOSE BOXES, 
FIELD SHELTERS, AMERICAN BARNS & IMPLEMENT STORES. 

We also manufacture stable doors, garages, workshops and much more. 


CALL NOW for a brochure: 01833 650274 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.hodgsontimberbuildings.co.uk 


Superior Quality &Value 


call us now for your free copy of our 
latest 96 page brochure & price list 
brochureline open 24hrs 0800 02 1 4066 


ROUND PENS 

(END OF LINE) 

£99.00 per panel (y'o h x 8'o w 
approx) + £130.00 per gate. 
Example: 3o'o requires n panels 
and 1 gate = £1,219.00 plus del. 
plus VAT. 

Extra panels available to 
make larger pens. 

Monarch Equestrian. 

Tel: 01902 605566 


NV STABLES LTD 


Timber Stables 

Contact Billy Davidson for full 
details on 01429 838720 
www.nvstables.co.uk 


mobile field shelters, stables, ameriean barns 
earriage barns, oak garages, workshops & home ofiiees 

www.nationalstables.co.uk 


WS. HODGSON 

& Co. Limited 





Stables, Barns and Stable Equipment 


We supply a wide range of internal and 
external stabling solutions, plus exterior 
doors and accessories. 



CHEVAL LIBERTE offer a range of Internal / External stables, American Barns 
+ Yard accessories to suit all budgets. Call to discuss your project and arrange a site visit 


www.cheval-liberte.co.uk Tel: 01490 736 320 



WARWICK BUILDINGS 

^ OhefStaltIfngySiteeUdidU 


My stables are a 
very imp&rtant 
part of my tminingyard* 
They need to be strongs 
dumblet safe & secure* 
TbaVs why i chose 
Waneick Buildings'* 

- Nick Skeltofi, Gold Medal 
Winner Team GB 


• • Aim rkjio Banu • l^d ^hdten • Stsbfe Lh.Kjra d: Wiiukws 

01926 81S 757 warwickbuildings.co.uk 


Those who appreciore the 
value of really durable 
equine buildings will /owe.. . 

West of England 
Stabling 

Pernnonent of temporary field 
shelter, born, horse walker 
or entire yard. 

Contact us today for o free, 
no obligation quote 
or visit 

WWW. w&$iQt®rygiQnd$fab\lnQ. 00. uk 

01837 810 209 
07768 217 557 


CAFE FOR SALE 



40ft X 3614 3 bay modular building. 
Complete with Kitchen and office. Seats 
50 approx, email for more pictures 
details. £10,500 ONO T: 01423 871 894 E: 
drew@springhousegroup.com (Yorkshire) 


EX DISPLAY SHEDS. STABLES, Fieldshelters, 
Garages, Summer Houses, Offices, 
Agricultural, Etc. Tel: 01935 891195 
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Stables & Outbuildings 



♦ MODERN a TRADITIONAL STABLES ‘ THE MONARCH BARN ♦ HORSE EXERCISERS 
♦ STOCKS ♦ SOLARIA ♦ STABLE ACCESSORIES ♦ PADDOCK & LUNGE PEN 

Tel: 01902 605566 ■ Visit our website www.monarch-equestrian.co.uk to view our online brochure 

Est. 1964 


Arenas & Fencing 





‘ All come with Side Grader Blade for pulling In track • Easy to operate > 
• Fully adjustable tines for depth " 


SUPER ARENA LEVELLERS 

* Robust design for large / 
professional arenas and gallops 

* Using cultivator tines and 
crumble rollers 

* Tractor mounted 5" ■ 3' wide or- 
tcjwing 5' or 6' vvlde 

Prices from £1,150 


stall 07703 110132/01225 891014 Prices exc. DelfveryftVAT 



"Thank you once again for the work you carried out on both my gateways. Your team was quick and 
efficient, the gravel has stood the test of time with heavy horse boxes and farm machinery in and out 
of the stud/show ground." - Emma Phillips, Quainton stud. 




Deals for Driveways, Roads, Car Parks & Equestrian Centres, Commercial & Domestic 

Tar Bonded Stone in colours Grey & Golden, £6.95 per square meter. 
Tarmac supplied and made from £12.95 per square meter. 

Testimonials from previous clients include Carl Hester, MBE. Emma Phillips, 

<s Quainton stud and Blue Chip Hotel Group 


Tel: 0800 1601 777 □ 01256 689 465 □ Mob: 07776 004 335 
www.drivewaysurfacing.co.uk □ tarstoneconstruction@gmail.com 


* Minimum Orders may apply 




Specialists in country estates. 
Stately homes, equestrian 
centres and farms. 
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RTIN COLLI N.^ 

r ENTERPRISES 


• Surface supply • Refurbishment • New Build • Consultancy 




By Appointment to 
Her Majesty The Queen 
Manufacturers of Synthetic Riding Surfaces 

Martin Collins Enterprises Limited 

Berkshire 


Equibuil# 

Setting the Winning Standard in Equine Surfaces & 


For advice, free on-site consultation or a quote please contact us +44 (0)1488 71100 www.martincollins.com 2 

MARTIN COLLINS, the MARTIN COLLINS PLACQUE, the GALLOPING HORSE DEVICE, and EQUIBUILD are registered trademarks of Martin Collins Enterprises (Holdings) Limited. ^ 


ARENAS: INDOOR/OUTDOOR • COMPLETE COMPLEXES * EXERCISE TRACKS 



Affordable quality 
that speaks for itself . . 

Turn Key Service - Since 1979 
For all exercise and housing facilities 

Design, LP.A. planning applications and full 
construction, executed & project managed 
to meet your needs by our expert staff. 

www.charlesbritton.com 



Materiais supply oniy call 01663 766886 


To find out more call 
01270 528797 


STABUNC: TRADITtOKAL AND AMERICAN BARNS • WALKERS... 


i 

AND MOREi 



« Instant Surface Improvements ' 
Enhance and Revitalise Existing Surfaces 
• Quick and Easy Installation • 

and re ws bo wen . CO . u k 

Tel:Ol 995 672103 email: sales@andrewsbowen.co.uk 


/ 
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Arenas & Fencin 


U 

WA 


WITHAM VALE ARENAS 

Quality Equestrian Construction 

With over 30 years experience, this family business 
designs and builds the very best in all weather arenas, 
gallops, lunge rings and much more. 

For free impartial advice & estimates 
please contact Mark Davidson on 01935 850804 
Areas covered South West/East, Midlands & South Wales 

www.wvarenas.com wvarenas@googlemail.com 



A/ >IaiioIiester Plasties Ltd 

MantJixtiirerB of quatity surfaces since 199B 


Premix PlMtic Granule^ and alajtticated Mlim. 

Now avallab^s at CBd.DO par tonna tie p«r ^ SDmm 

TOP QUALITY SILICA SAMO 

per tonne or €1.34 per eq.nt BOmm 

RUBBER SURFACES ’ 

from £99.00 per tonne. 

pricHS are pluA deliimry and VAT. Nationwide detivary within 7 daym. For furthw infonii idioo 
Coll 224010 ar Fax 01260 224150 

— _ www.manch&sterplafltics.com 

jPgigi -'•i® Ragisterefl with tha environment agency No: CB/AM34&6FK 



Charlefi Britton 

lui ExfH<rimire 


ARENAS: INDOOR/OUTDOOR * COMPLETE COMPLEXES • EXERCISE TRACKS 


Affordable quality 
that speaks for itself . . 

Turn Key Service - Since 1979 
For all exercise and housing facilities 

Design, L.P.A. planning applications and full 
construction, executed & project managed 
to meet your needs by our expert staff. 

www.charlesbritton.com 


To find out more call 

01270 528797 

Materials supply only call 01663 766886 


iFMJKiUARDl 

STABLE RUBBER 
FLOORS 

• Easy to handle sizes 

• Very tough 

• Long lasting 

• Cost effective 

• Eight types to suit all pockets and 
circumstances 

Long lasting products specifically developed for 
the safety and health of horses 

FIELDGUARDLTD 

Norley Farm, Horsham Road, 
Cranleigh, Surrey, GU6 8EH 
Tel: 01483 275182 www.fieldguard.com 
E-mail: info@fieldguard.com 



RAMP MATS 

• Tough 

• Hard wearing 

• Slip resistant 

• Inbuilt anti slip bars 
• Easy clean 

• Simple to fit 

Long lasting products specifically developed for 
the safety and health of horses 

FIELDGUARDLTD 

Norley Farm, Horsham Road, 
Cranleigh, Surrey, GU6 8EH 
Tel: 01483 275182 www.tieldguard.com 
E-mail: info@fieldguard.com 



High quality Silica Sand,^ 
Drainage Aggregates, 
Membranes^ Rubber F/bre, 
Premixed Surfaces 


Samples available 


DAY ■ EQUESTRIAN 

Tel: 0845 006 6444 

• equestriari@day9mup.co,uk ■ 



Ptoadatone and Ag^ngabea 


Silica Sand 

And all quarry products. Supplied 
throughout the UK with samples 
available on request. 

Bardo (Midlands) Ltd. 
01778 345609. 
www.bardomidlands.com 



One Step Ahead 
Improving 
Performance 


FLEXIRIDE^ 


A low maintenance surface 
with high energy return for all 
disciplines and weather conditions 


TURFFLOAT^ 


The ultimate performance surface 
that replicates the natural qualities 
of turf providing a secure footing 


TURFFLOATELITE^ 


Fibrous binding agent which 
provides stability and retains 
moisture for low maintenance and 
high performance 

NATIONWIDE DELIVERY AVAILABLE 

OF 

IMITATIONS! 


equestriandirectltd.co.uk 
T: 01564 794020 

E: info@equestriandirectltd.com 


Fantastic Rubber Surfaces 
enhance performance! 
Proven over 15 years! 
The renowned Springride 
Shred & Springride Chip 
CALL: 0845 6021524 
iiifo@spriiigridejcom 
www.springride.com 



DVANCE DJEQUESTRJANJSURFACES 


Manufactured in the u.k 
COMBI Sand / stabilisers / rubbers / gel / wax 
0870 877 1234 I COMBI-RIDE.CO.UK 
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WILLIAMS & WILLIAMS 
ARENAS & GALLOPS 



Manufacturer & supplier 
of Pre-Mixed Surfaces, 
Membranes, 

Deep Riding Arena 
Stabilizing Fibre 
Additives, Aggregates, 
General Ground works. 
Paddock Fencing, 
Concreting, 

Free Site Visit 


• Taunton - 0800 071 7911 

• Plymouth - 0800 197 3863 

• Cirencester - 0800 068 7323 
. Winchester - 0800 068 0877 
. Exeter - 0800 975 2162 
Visit our website at www.williams-and-wiiliams.co.uk 


Belvoir (uk) Ltd ^ 

Use SynthetiG Rubber Strip tor a Premier Riding Surface 



Piease ring or emaii for information on each product, and which would be best for your 
particular requirement. Samples of each product available 


Tel & Fax: 01782 570027 • Mobile: 07785 966 271 

www.belvoirequestriansurfaces.co.uk • Email: mfQ@belYoireanestria nsnrfac es.co.nk 

Nationwide and European delivery available, in Bulk or Bags with 
Over 23 years experience with testimonials available 


KEEP A LEVEL m 





Supplied: 

Galvanised or Painted 

Tow or Tractor Mounted For Rubber 
& Woodchip Surfaces 2.5m 


Supplied: 

Galvanised or 

Tow or Tractor Mounted For Sand and PVC 2.5m 
(Picture shows fitted with optional Tine Bar) 


Tel:01449 736253 Mob:07780 792663 

WWW.KEEPALEVEL 



Tractor Mounted 1.5m 1.7m 2.0m 
2.5m 3.0m For Synthetic Surfaces 


Supplied to: 

The Royal Studs 

HRH King Abdullah Ben A’ Aziz & 
Sons Stables 
Tattersalls Newmarket 
Milton Keynes Eventing Centre 
Addington Manor EQ Centre 
Arena & Stable Solutions 


THE 

ORIGINAL! 



Tow 1.5m, 1.7m 2.0m 
For Synthetic Surfaces 


Ken ward 

* Stable Yards and Stable Bases • Riding Arenas & Gallops 
« Tracks & Bridleways * Drainage * Fencing • Excavation • Muck Removal 

At the heart of the equestrian community in the South East 
and with over 15 years experience we are pleased 
to be able to offer a free planning service and advice 



Moathouse Farm, Rusper Road, Horsham, West Sussex, RH12 4QR 
Tel 01 403 21 0218 Fax 01403 243240 

enqu I ries @ ken wa rdg roun d works.co . uk 
WWW. Ken ward Equestrla n .co. u k 


Paddock & Yard Equipment 


CLAYDON SOFT LUNGE PEN & APPROX. 6FT GRASS 
TOPPER WITH KEY START, 4 STROKE ENGINE 

Almost new Claydon lunge/turnout pen, 50ft diameter, 8ft wide x 
7ft high metal mesh panels with gate. Easy to erect, currently stored 
in barn ready for collection. £1,750 ONO Grass paddock topper, easily 
towed behind 4x4, quad or tractor, serviced regularly, cuts paddocks 
beautifully, rotary blades, key start, 4 stoke petrol engine. 

£1,750 ONO Buyer collects 

Tel: 07817 203 893 Contact Ashley Brooks (Head Girl) 

Email: miphouse@icloud.com 


PADDOCK 
MAINTENANCE 
EQUIPMENT ATV. 

'S/Quads. Compact tractors, 
Honda Logic, Wessex, 
accessories & attachments. 
New Terra-vac now In stock. 
Rafferty Newman. 

Tel: 01730 264484 
Fax: 01730 264625 or 
www.rafFertynewman.com 


Alternative Therapies 


EQUI-LASER 

Laser therapy for all 
muscle strain, arthritis, 
tendon/ligament injuries 
& splints. Available for 
sale or hire. 

WWW. ef|ui-la5er.co.uk 
01785 851187 


Clipping & Grooming Services 


CLIPPERSHARP 
PROFESSIONAL BLADE 
SHARPENING 

Servicing, machine repairs 
New clippers, blades &< trimmers 
Easy book pay on line system 
Large/horse fS.yo/set 
Small/trimmer fy.yo/set inc p&p 
Clippersharp Ltd, Southwoods Farm, 
Culmstock, Devon EX15 3JX Tel: 
01823 681076 
www.clippersharp.com 



Abbott & Co 
(Wessex) Ltd 


Hay^ Straw, haylage, shavings j 
Bedrap bedding, 
Bedmax shavings. 
Available Nationwide 

Telephone: 01444 400S22 


Bits & Bridles 


Hire a Micklem Bridle 

Award winning bridie designed by Wiiiiam Mickiem 



TRY BEFORE YOU BUY - HIRE A MICKLEM BRIDLE 

£20 for 2 weeks PLUS CARRIAGE 
If you buy the hired bridle from us, you don’t pay for hiring it! 

www.hireamicklembridle.co.uk 


tel: 07973284764 email: susannah@equestrianhire.co.uk 


BIT WORLD 

A shop specialising 
exclusively in bitting. 
All makes stocked. 

Tel: 01664 812298 
www.bitworld.co.uk 
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Goods & Services 


Education & Courses 



Your catoer is in your hands 


Contact us 

Tel: 0330 1340 783 

Email: a(lmissions@mctimoney-college.ac.uk 
bppuniversity.ac.uk 


BPP 


College 


UNIVERSTY 


Take the next step towards a rewarding career with animals 


The Graduate Diploma in Animal Therapy programme is taught 
over one day a month in centrally located Abingdon, Oxfordshire 
over one year. It could provide you with a career path that uses 
your existing degree in animal or equine science to become a 
professional animal manipulator. 


• Part-time, weekend study that won't disrupt 
your current commitments 


• Learn hands on practical skills to deliver 
massage treatment to horses and dogs 


• Develop the professional skills necessary 
to start your own animal therapy business 


• Unlock Masters level opportunities to train 
as an animal manipulator 


In Manu | 

Vis 1 ^ 

Medendi 


McTimoney 


Equine Law 


1 


Fixtures 


1 


Finance 



Jacqui Fulton 
Equiiiu 


Advice on any equine legal dispute 
Sale and purchase disputes 
Sale, loan, lease, livery and ownership agreements 
Disciplinary hearings 
Veterinary disputes 
Horse theft 

Jacqui Fulton is a leading Equine Lawyer with 
many years of professional competition and yard 
management experience. 

Tel: 0121 308 3132 
Email: jf@equinelawuk.co.uk 
WWW .equinelawuk .co .uk 


YORKSHIRE AMATEUR SHOW JUMPING 
FESTIVAL 4TH - 6TH APRIL 2015 

THE ONLY FESTIVAL FOR ALL AMATEUR SHOW JUMPERS IN THE 
NORTH OF ENGLAND! 


IM Senior £500 Grand Prix 
£200 Topscore 
£200 Ride & Drive 95cni 
Over £3000 Prize Fund 


BS AMATEUR QUALIFIERS TRAILBLAZER 2ND ROUNDS UNAFFILIATED OPENS 
MAKE A HOLIDAY OF IT 

Stables from £50 for the duration. Electric hook up, Hotel B&B onsite, camping facilities, Bar/Cafe & 
Evening entertainment 

Entries close: 2nd April 

Hosted at: Harrogate Riding Centre, Brackenthwaite Lane, Burn Bridge, Harrogate, HG3 IPW 
Tel: 01423 871894 www.harrogateridingcentre.co.uk 


Business Loans 
& Re-Financing 

£5,000 to £1 million 

3 months to 25 Years 
Poor credit & no Income Proof 
Farms, Small Holdings, Land, 
Equestrian, Buy to Lets 
Ease your cash flow now! 

0800 2800 605 

Brilliant Finance LTD 


HorseSolicitor 

^goaoI ^ r^ r '■V- Ni||l - jua 

- - 

No-Win, No-Fee 

RMd IratflG accidenr and untraced 

E-moM: 

TssI: 

WWW . Ho rse I k I to r.c om 


Horse Health 



Improwsfi Condition, 
Dohoifio'tir & porformanco! 


Happy Tummy Charcoal 

Tho Woridi Gastnc CoodttiofWf r 


01600 712496 
www.firtefettlefeecl.com 


'Equine 


100% Natural Horse 
I Feed Supplements 


Equine 74 Gastric Conditioner 
and 

Equine 74 for Bone & Joint Health 


• Scientifically Proven 
• Recommended by vets 


wvvw.equine74.com 

n Telephone: 01270 750117 ^ j 
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For instant quotes go to 

www.horseandhound.co.uk/insurance 
or call 08452490052 

Horse & Hound Compare is a trading brand of Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. 

Time Inc. (UK) is an appointed representative of Auto Network UK Limited, 
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for 
the sale of general insurance products. FCA Register number 306619. 






«o™.e„.e.«sse«e 

Brilliant service, easy to use, just changed insurers as 
cheaper with more benefits. -Chrissie Mackie 


toafnend.-JuhalWangan 


COMPARE 

INSURANCE 

www.horseandhound.co.uk/compaFehorse 


Clothing by www.tredstep.com and www.equetech.com 





www.horseandhound.co.uk/businessfinder 


Goods & Services 


Show Services 


I 


Livery Services 



Personal 


Mouse or Rat Problem? 

Call now! 07557 118484 



Eco-friendiv Pest Control!! 


find^ a future for ferats 


Our feral cal charity urgently 
needs homes on stables or farms 
for healthy^ neutered feral cats* 

Good mousers • Cots delWered at no 
charge • Release pen and starter pacli 
provided • UK coverage - we deliver to 
sites within 4 hours drive of london* 

OnHae: fiitelM4l[.cani/Enlp«Dls vraniLialpcalLorf 

Sff IP Itgistvfvd Charity no. 29V1S8 dmatlDni welcMiel 


LUXURY FULL LIVERY YARD 

Peaceful small 
yard at the foot 
of the south 
downs, 
exceptional 
hacking &< close 
tothe A27for 
commuting. 
Large 

sand/rubber menage &< Gallop track. 
Individual post &< electric paddocks. Large 
rubber matted stables. £4951:07756 568 
757 www.eastmere-stables.co.uk 
E: eastmerestables@hotmail.com 


Shipping & Transport 


JOHN PARKER 

INT. LTD. (Est1977) 

Regular transport to aitd trom ali parts of 
Europe, Eastern Europe and the world. 

Very experienced drivers and grooms, 

All export and import documents arranged. 
Large ministry licensed lairage and tsotation 
staWee on premises. Overnight stabling prior 
and post shipment if required. 

John Df Jackie Parker, Little Owl Barn 
Pedlinge, Hythe, Kent CT21 4JJ 
Tel: 0130a 266621 or Paxt 01303 260400 
£- mail: ]p.ii%tematianal@lineone.net 
www.johnparkeriritiernationaLcom 


Shipping & Transport 


KEN GAMBLE INTERNATIONAL 
HORSE TRANSPORT LTD 

Oxon/ Glos based: 

Local, National, International. Weekly 
to Ireland-Regularly to France. Shared 
loads available. Fully licensed and DEFRA 
approved. ALL documentation arranged 
if required. 

Tel: 01451 844716 
Fax: 01451 844639 
Mobile: 07836 785301 
Email: ken.gamble@btcoiinect.com 


Julie Magnus 
Horse Transport 

Caring for your horse during transit. 
Licensed & DEFRA approved. 

07711 192967 
www.jmrt.co.uk 



ARE YOU SINGLE, FEMALE, LATE 30’s TO 45, SLIM, 
ATTRACTIVE AND A COUNTRY GIRL AT HEART? 

You may be the one for my charming male client - nice looking, successful, 
divorced with grown up children, he’s o youthful and extremely fit 52 year old. An 
entrepreneur, varied interests - sincerity and honesty ore high on his list and he would 
genuinely LTM someone with whom to share the rest of his life and who would add 
the female touch to his lovely country home in East Anglia. Happy to meet someone 
with children and open-minded about having more. Down to earth yet with o great 
sense of fun, he’s great company and has everything going for him. 

Like to know more? NO FEE INVOLVED. 


Please call Zara Heber Percy at the County Register, Bespoke Introductions 
www.thecountyre^ster.com on 020 8994 8222 
or email zara@thecountyregister.com 


Veterinary 


WESTGATE LABORATORIES: promoting correct worming and mond:oring 

Jl Worm Counts PLUS the innovative EquiSal Tapeworm test 
Combine both tests for knowledgeable worm control. Visit the new 
online shop for easy ordering. Buy all your tests at the click of a 
^ y / button... Westgate’s renowned worming advice is friendly and free! 

www.westgatelabs.CQ. uK teL: 01670 791994 [Tl/westgate..labs Ift ' ©westgatelahs 



Stud Manager required 

DOHA, QATAR 

Basic Requirements: 

• Administrative and practical knowledge of Horses 
• Pasture management 
• Feed programs and Nutritional Plans 

• Good Knowledge of Racing and Pedigrees 

• Computing Skills - Records Administration 

• Budget and Accounting 
• Staff Management 

• Minimum of 10 years’ experience expected 

Applicants CV’s via email to: gulfjobapp@outlook.com 
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Goods & Services 


www.horseandhound.co.uk/businessfinder 


Safety tips when buying & selling 
yeur herse frem lorse & Heund 


Here at Herse & Heund we care abeut yeur security and while 
we werk hard te ensure the highest levels ef safety, here are 
seme tips en hew te pretect yeurself frem scammers: 





If you receive any 
calls or emails 
claiming to be from 
Horse & Hound, 

DO HOT give out your 
information.^ 


if you 


have any doubts caff 


Tips to recognise scammers 

> Nevnr purchase something you can’t view before payment 

>► if you book your advert oniine and you receive a caff claiming to be 
from HSiH saying payment has not gone through, this wifi most 

likefy be a scammer. . 

> Receiving an emaif for your product offering the f ulf price in broken Engiish 


HORSE&HOUND win never do the following: 

> Call to ask for your payment details 

> Email you asking for personal information 

> Email from any address that is not in the format @timeinc.com 


us on 0800 731 0616 fg| (jpg (q pgjp ygp (g 3 (gy ggfg gg (g wMnH.horseandhound.co.uk/cfassifieds 


Jobs 


LECTURER/SENIOR 
LECTURER IN 
EQUINE SCIENCE 

Lecturer: £30,728 per annum 
Senior Lecturer: £35,597 per annum 
Full-time, 37 hours per week (1 .OFTE) 


Writtle ** 

College 

furinrrWf klrlhrtTWTvIy^ fe-iwi 


For more information on these roles, other opportunities and 
Writtle College, please visit our website: www.writtle.ac.uk 
Closing date: 26 March 2015. Interview date: 23 April 2015. 


Writtle College strives to be an Equal Opportunities employer. All applicants who are 
offered employment will be subject to a oriminal reoords oheok from the 
Disclosure and Barring Service. This college is committed to safeguarding 
and promoting the welfare of ohildren and young people and expects all 
staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 


CARE ERC ROOMS.CO.uk 


If you find yourself looking for staff or a 
job CAREER GROOMS offers an on line 
service for all jobs / all yards / 
all disciplines both home and abroad. 
As one of the most long established 
and probably the fastest growing equine 
recruitment agency CAREER GROOMS 
also offers a recommended bespoke/ 
headhunting service. 

Please call Caroline or Mia on 
0207 289 6385, 

emaii info@careergrooms.co.uk 
or visit our website by ciicking on 
www.careergrooms.co.uk 

FREE iNFORMAL ADViCE 
AVAiLABLE ANYTiME. 

(AGY) 


HORSE AND CARRIAGE DRIVER required on 
the beautiful island of Sark, Channel Islands. 
Single accommodation only. Please apply with 
details to Phillip Perree, La Moserie Cottage, 
Sark, Channel Island GYio iSD. 
or Tel: 07781 106058 / 01481 832342 (after 8pm) 


Jobs Wanted 


NAGS *N’ NANNIES 

Est 1988 

Delivering a tailored personal 
service for Employers and Staff. 
Grooms, childcare, housekeepers. 
Contact us to discuss requirements. 

Telephone: 01248 602814 or 
mfo@nagsandnanmes.co.uk. 

Staff register free online 
www.nagsandnannies.co.uk 


HORSE 8c HOUND NEWS WRITER ROLE 

H&iH is looking for a proactive, confident and hardworking team player with 
an eye for a good news story, as well as solid equestrian knowledge, to join 
its award-winning news team. You must be able to manage your time well 
in order to work accurately in a fast-paced environment and have a relevant 
degree or qualification in Journalism and/or news writing. Excellent writing 
skills and the ability to research and investigate stories are essential. SEO 
knowledge, experience with CMS and video skills are a plus. 

This is a full-time, London-based position. Please send CV and covering 
letter (stating salary expectations) to recruitmentUK@timeinc.com 
Closing date: 23 March 


RIDING INSTRUCTOR/ 
YARD WORKER 

To work in a busy inner city riding school. 
Time will be split between teaching, 
schooling horses and running a busy 
yard. Salary from £17,500 - £19,000 
depending upon experience. Part time 
Riding Instructor post also available. 
Tel: 01912 615544 
i nf o@stepney ba n k.co. u k 


THERAPEUTIC HORSEMANSHIP 
TRAINING COURSES 

E Would you like to learn how 
^ to help people to overcome 
problems, learn new skills 
and find confidence through 
interacting with horses? WITH Practitioner training 
courses are aimed at those who wish to lead 
groundwork based equine activities to promote 
mental health and emotional well being. They are 
designed to equipyou with the basic skills that you 
need to create your own therapeutic horsemanship 
program. 

To register or find out more visit our website 

www.therapeutichorsemanship.org 

info@therapeutichorsemanship.org 
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Property 


1 


PELHAMS 

1 Surrey, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Herts, Hampshire, Sussex, Kent, | 

: 1. 


WITH DEMAND FOR LAND AND EQUESTRIAN 
PROPERTIES CONTINUING TO BE VERY STRONG 


WE ARE CONTINUALLY SEEKING 
MORE PROPERTIES 

IF YOU ARE CONSIDERING IN 2015 
TELEPHONE FOR A FREE MARKET APPRAISAL 
AND PROFESSIONAL ADVICE 


www.pelhams.co.uk Tel= 01252-781 640 



CHURCHILL 


COUNTRY & EQUESTRIAN ESTATE AGENTS 





Ninfield, East Sussex £1.35M - £1.5M TWO DETACHED HOUSES 4 Bedroom House • 3 Bedroom House 
Holiday Let • Swimming Pool • Office • 5 Stables • 40m x 20m Sand School • Glorious Gardens • 7.1 Acres 


Lambs Green, West Sussex OIEO £995,000 

5 Bedroom Family Home • Double Garage ■ Store Room 
6 Stables • 40m x 20m Sand School • c 6.8 Acres 


Colemans Hatch, East Sussex £825,000 

Spacious 4 bedroom Semi Detached Period Cottage 
5 Internal Stables • 40m x 20m Sand School • c. 5 Acres 


East Grinstead, West Sussex £825,000 

3 Bedroom Bungalow • 1 Bedroom Log Cabin • 6 Stables 
40m X 20m Sand School • Numerous Barns • c. 13 Acres 


Catsfield, East Sussex £695,000 
3 Bedroom Cottage • 6 Stables • 60m x 20m Sand School 
Carp Lake • c. 4,000 sq. ft. Outbuildings • c. 17 Acres 


This is just a selection! 



FOR SALE 


STUD & ORGANIC 
LEISURE FARM 

IN PARADISE 


-tar^cirLa.ccim 




SPAIN - COSTA DEL SOL - FINCA WITH LIVERY 

WANTED 

20+ Acres with potential to 
create an equestrian facility. 
Bucks/Oxon/Warks. 
House any size, 
any condition. 

Email: 

shopontour@yahoo.co.uk 


STABLES & TREKKING CENTRE 

^ ™ ^ Plot size: 20.ooom2- This lovely finca 

with an established Equestrian & 
Adventure Trekking Centre borders the 
jfesJ National Park "La Sierra de Las Nieves" 

“ just a few minutes from the village 

MB - of Monda and with Marbella only a 

short and pleasant 15 minute drive away. Monda is a typical 
Andalusian picturesque village conveniently accessible to and 
from all the key areas of the Costa del Sol, including Malaga 
airport and offers a perfect balance of unspoilt nature with 
a distinct rural feel, yet with all the comforts of a modern 

21st century lifestyle. The finca offers plenty of opportunity 
for riding in beautiful natural surroundings for days without 
seeing a main road, picnicking in the heat of the day and 
even sleeping under the stars. . €695,000 Email: info® 
cleomarbellaproperties.com Tel: 0034951395501 



The Country & Equestrian 
Property Specialists 


^^^rant 



Newent, Gloucestershire 

A Charming Residential Equestrian 
Smallholding In An Attractive Rural Setting 

3.3 - 4.8 Acres POA 


Nr. Gillingham, Dorset 

Residential Equestrian Smallholding with Stables 
On Edge ofVillage Enjoying Superb Rural Views 

1 .8 Acres Guide £425,000 


Looking To Buy Or Sell This Spring? Call Fox Grant Today 


foxgrant.com 


HEREFORD 

TAUNTON 

SHERBORNE 

SALISBURY 

01432 367 802 

01823 602 985 

01935 815 391 

01722 782 727 
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The horse that made me 

Andrew Hoy on the 15.3hh horse that took him from Pony Club 
in Australia to winning Burghley at the age of just 20 



D AVEY was bought as a five-year-old by my parents when 
I was 15 to extend my Pony Club career. But in 1978, at 
the age of 19, 1 was competing at the eventing World 
Championships in Lexington with him, and in 1979 we won Burghley. 

Davey was only 15.3hh and was born on a cattle ranch in 
Queensland, Australia. He ran in one race, but when he wasn’t good 
enough for a raci ng career he was put on a train for more than 
2,000km to Victoria, where a farmer called Dave bought him at 
auction to help round up the cows. 

The more riding I do now, the more I appreciate those early horses, 
because I realise that I had zero knowledge. 

On my way back from the World Championships in America in 1978 
I was meant to be a guest of the Princess Royal and Mark Phillips at 
Gatcombe Park for six weeks, while Davey went through quarantine 
— but I ended up stayingfor two years. 

I remember going to myfirsteventintheUKandseeingthe 
likes of Richard Meadeand Jane Holderness-Roddam, and thinking: 

“I know nothing.” 

I owe a lotto the help of the Princess Royal and Mark Phillips. They 
didn’t reinvent the wheel, but through theirguidance Davey and 
I managed to improve. 

We went on to compete at two Olympic Games together, in 1980 
and 1984, and I eventually decided to retire Davey when he was 16 
after the British Open at Gatcombe Park in 1984. 

He went back to my parents in Australia, where he passed away 
at the age of 36. 

Davey was an absol ute giver — the two of us learnt so much 
together. H&H 


"j ’/ / The more riding 
H 1 1 do now, the more 
I appreciate those 
early horses, ^)ecause 
Ireahsethatihad ■■ 
zero knowledge ./J 




A SUPPLEMENT BRAND 


YOU CAN TRUST... 



British World Class 

Potential Squad member Flora Harris 
now chooses ReadySupp™ for her team^ 


Demand 100% from your supplements. 
Available online as standard buckets or in our 
NEW ReadyTub™ service. 




www.readysupp.com 





0845 450 0631 

www.seib.co.uk 


* Terms & Conditions apply. South Essex House, North Road, South Ockendon Essex RMl 5 5BE. 
South Essex Insurance Brokers Ltd are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 


ikYbu will love 
ourquote 
|foryour 
livery yard 
insurance. 


Because we have people like Kathryn at 
SEIB. When she is not in the office helping 
you with your insurance, she is riding her 
horse Corrigan. 

If you love to have someone on the end of 
the phone that actually knows what you are 
talking about - call SEIB. 

V Public Liability, Employers Liability, 

Care Custody and Control 

V Commercial & Domestic Property 

Private dwelling can be covered on the same policy 
(if on the same premises), stables, barns and 
outbuildings can be included 

^ Contents inc. machinery, hay/straw and tack 

^ Business interruption 

(can extend to include infectious diseases) 

^ Commercial & domestic legal expenses 
cover (help line also available) 

Look out for more members of the 
team in the future - they have horses too! 


We can insure your pets too, if 
you have a dog or cat please visit 
www.seib.co.uk for a 24hr 
quote or give us a call on 
the number below. 


SEIB 

INSURANCE BROKERS 

Over 50 years of exceifent service 



